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Next Meetings 
 

Thursday 6 May 
Gerald Quigley  
Wellness Guru 

 
Thursday 13 May 

No meeting due to District 100 year celebration 
event on weekend 

 
Saturday 15 May 

Fellowship 
Down for the Count Music Show 

Hampton RSL , details page 3 
 

Thursday 20 May 
Club business & introducing next year  

Venue: Black Rock Bowling & Tennis Club 
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President’s Message 

Dear Members and Friends,  

I thought the quality of the virtual District Conference this 
weekend was very impressive and was an excellent insight into 
the power and reach of Rotary in Australia.  Well done, to all 
involved.  I was particularly taken by the presentation of 
Donations in Kind, which Megan has been advocating for, too, 
and I think it would be fantastic if our Club could become 
involved and support this work. 

While we pride ourselves on the work and culture of our Club, 
the conference is another good reminder of how we are part of a 
wider organisation that achieves so much.  Please also see 
details about the forthcoming District Assembly in this week’s IG, 
this is a great opportunity for newer members to engage further 
at the District level and would love to see our Club participate 
fully. 

We will also be celebrating wider Rotary at the Farmers Market 
on Saturday, 8 May - with the C100 celebrations and End Polio 
Now on display.  Please come along and support! 

The process I announced in early April, regarding President 
Nominee, has now closed.  I am pleased to advise we have a 
single nomination and, therefore, a vote will not be necessary.  
Given I am an apology due to a work function this week, I will be 
announcing the outcome at our Club meeting at the Bowls club 
on the 20 May. 

 Look forward to seeing you then, if not before! 

 

Yours in Rotary 

Adrian 

 

 

 

Venue is VGC, 6:50 for 7:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Covid rules apply as advised. 

Were available more detail of the speakers topic an be 
found in  the Club Calendar on our website. 
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Club News 

‘Happy Hour’ every Friday, 4pm-6pm 

The Parlor Milkbar & Kitchen,  

40 Weatherall Road, Cheltenham 

It would be great to see whoever is available for a drink, 
coffee and chat, especially before daylight saving 
finishes.  If you feel like staying longer, then dining options 
are available. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Gail Anderson and Julie Reith 

  

Speakers Program 
Over the course of next 12 months, I will be working with 
you to develop a Speakers Program for the Year 2021/22. 
Firstly, thank you to those of you who have suggested 
potential speakers.  
The goals of the 2021/22 Speakers Program are to 
enhance our weekly meetings with informative speakers 
who keep us up to date with the ever changing world, to 

enhance engagement with our local community and our 
own rotary families, and to have fun.  
We will aim for speakers from the corporate, governments, 
local community and charities, education sector, our own 
rotary families and more.  
In the past, we have had highly informative and 
entertaining presentations by children of our own 
members, e.g. Mary Cunnington's son, John Turner's 
daughter, Adrian Culshaw's son etc. I am hoping more of 
you would approach your own family members to give a 
talk about their work or topic of their life passion. This is 
just some ideas to help out with the 2021/22 Speakers 
Program.  
To achieve the above goal and target speakers, I would 
appreciate that each one of us nominate or suggest two 
(or more) speakers.    
I have set up a database so that we can draw from a list of 
speakers in the coming months. This file will also be 
constantly updated and uploaded to our Club Drive, under 
CURRENT ROTARY YEAR  
(link https://drive.google.com/file/
d/13_JA4wNK8bkk5AnqSPKG5GYkDazaah82/view?
usp=sharing).  
Finally, thank you for reading this and I look forward to lots 
of suggestions from you by email/phone or in person at 
our meeting.  
Bridget Hage 
 
Bayside Council Grant Applications 
 
I received this email from the Bayside City Council and 
would like to offer help to anyone of you wishing to apply 
for a community grant. I can do all the online application 
stuff and work with you on the idea of what/how to answer 
each question, especially about the program/project.  
 
Technically, we can put an application that covers the 
range of community initiatives of our Club, as most of our 
work satisfies "Council Grant Program Objectives".  
The application closes on 19 May.  
 
Please email, if you would like to discuss.  
 
Bridget Hage 

Photo of the Week Last Page: NASA Mars helicopter Ingenuity makes first flight on another planet. 
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Club News 

Fellowship Event Saturday 15 May 
  
A group reservation has been made at the Hampton RSL for the Down for the Count Music Show on Saturday 
15th May – doors open at 7.30pm – show starts at 8.30pm – see below flyer. 

https://www.hamptonrsl.com.au/2021/04/15/down-for-the-count-saturday-15th-may/ 

If you and your partner or guest/s would like to attend please let me know.  Cost for show only is $17.50. 

The bistro will also be open beforehand for dinner so we can make a separate booking there – please let me know if 
that is also of interest – menu below. 

https://www.hamptonrsl.com.au/wp-content/uploads/menu.pdf 

Prizes for best dressed – so dust off your flairs, tank tops, body shirts and platform shoes and dance the night away! 

Gail Anderson 
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Member’s Musings 

This feature appears on a regular basis in 'In Gear’ and is 
a way of ensuring our newer members have a ‘ window’ of 
what makes our Club members tick plus it may provide a 
surprise or two to those members that think they know the 
individual featured!  Alison, will randomly approach 
members with a range of questions to elicit some known 
(and unknown) snippets about our members, selecting the 
best responses for publication (with your permission). This 
week we feature: Denise Crocke  

Why did you decide to join Rotary? 

I was a speaker at the October meeting in 2019 and had 
such a fun night – I hadn’t laughed that much in ages.  
Megan followed up after the meeting and invited me to 
come again and I did.  I became a member February 2020 
just as we went into lockdown. 

What do you do to get rid of stress? 

I’m a music therapist.  So, the best way for me to get rid of 
stress is to listen to a piece of music that I like; ideally, 
with a nice red (or two) in hand. 

What is something you are obsessed with? 

Sudoku. The hard ones sit there for days until I work them 
out. 

Cats or dogs (or both) and why? 

Both.  We had a dog when I was growing up but my kids 
grew up with a cat.  It was a stray and we had a quick look 
and decided she was female and named her Verushka. 
Months later, we took her to the vet for something and he 
declared her to be a neutered male, so we renamed him 
Sam.  The cat didn’t seem to mind! 

Who is your oldest friend and where did you meet? 

My  oldest friend is Margie F-P.  We met on the 96 tram 
along Glenferrie Road on our first day of year 7 at MLC.  

What’s your favourite season and why? 

Autumn.  I love the colours of autumn and stunning 
sunsets and bunkering down for winter. 

Has anyone ever saved your life?  If not, do you think 
you’d be up to the task of saving someone else’s or 
would you panic? 

I’m pretty sure I couldn’t save anyone from drowning – 
we’d both go under.  Ditto, rushing into a burning house – 
they’d probably have to save me.  I’d want to help I think, 
but a bit useless with anything requiring physical strength. 

    

What has been the best decade of your life so far?  

I reckon the 50s are pretty good.  You get to see that 
cycles come and go, you’ve got where you thought you 
were going and begin to take things less seriously. 

Are you a morning ‘lark’ or night ‘owl’?   

Definitely night owl. 

What is the best room in your house and why?  

Lounge room – that’s where the piano is. 
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District News 

Rotary District 9810 2021 Training Assembly 

On behalf of District Governor Elect Dr Daryl Moran, I invite all members of our District to register for 
one or more sessions in this year's District Training Assembly.  

The Assembly will be held online via Zoom sessions, scheduled from Sunday 23rd May through to 
Sunday 30th May. Details of each session are shown in the table below. Registrations may be made 
through Trybooking, via the following link:  

https://www.trybooking.com/BQLTP 

For a number of sessions there is recommended pre-work, primarily in the form of courses on the 
Rotary International Learning Centre. Undertaking these courses will equip you with foundation 
knowledge for your topic, allowing you to utilise the Zoom session to discuss and share experience 
and knowledge across the District. To access the Learning Centre, ensure first that you are logged on 
to My Rotary, then follow the following link, then search for your particular course. RI Learning Centre:  

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference 

Please contact me should have any questions.  

PDG Tony Monley  

09810 Learning & Development Chair  

mailto:acmonley@gmail.com  0433 515 273  
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District News 
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This Week’s Meeting 

Speakers: Glenys Reid and Helen Boulton,  
Topic: Chatty Café  

 

Glenys Reid, Managing Director, Chatty Café Australia 
(right side of photo above) 
Glenys was born in Melbourne, Australia. She grew up in 
Canberra before studying in Sydney, travelling to Asia, 
and eventually ending up in the USA where she lived for 
15 years. She now lives back in Melbourne in Hampton 
Her professional background is unique and diverse, and 
she currently has her own consulting business. After 
experiencing her own unexpected period of social 
isolation, Glenys began introducing Chatty Café to 
Australia in late 2019. Unfortunately, bushfires and Covid 
19 then came along! However, these two events simply 
made it clearer than ever to Glenys that Australia needs 
its communities to stay connected to help prevent a 
pandemic of loneliness and social isolation. 

 
Helen Boulton, Volunteer Manager, Chatty Café, 
Australia 
Helen is also based in Hampton having moved there from 
the UK in 2004. When she first arrived in Australia, she 
only knew 4 other people in the country – her husband 
and 3 children. Fortunately, that is not the case now, but 
she does understand what it is like to be a very long way 
from all her family and friends and 
to be starting out again in an unfamiliar country knowing 
no-one. She is a qualified solicitor and has also worked in 
the Not For Profit sector. She is passionate about baking, 
yoga and singing. 

The UK, Australia and our Chatty Cafe Partnership 

The UK Chatty Cafe Scheme was created on a wet and 
windy day in 2017 when Alex Hoskyn was in a 
supermarket café with her four month old son, who wasn’t 
being great company at that moment and Alex was feeling 
fed up! 

Alex looked around the café and saw an elderly lady who 
looked just as down as her and on another table sat a 
young guy with additional needs and his support worker 
both looking like they had run out of conversation! 

Alex started to think about the positive impact they could 
have had on each other if they had sat together. Alex 
knew from experience that when you are feeling lonely, a 
short conversation with another human can really brighten 
your day and she realised that you can be out of the 
house all day yet have no interaction with another person. 

It was right there and then that the concept of ‘Chatter & 
Natter’ tables in the UK began in 2017 and there are now 
over 1,400 venues signed up in the UK! There are also 
venues in Poland, Gibraltar and interest building in 
Canada and the USA. 

A ‘Have a Chat’ Table creates a space for people to talk 
while they drink a tea, coffee, juice etc, or eat a snack or 
meal or whatever, whether it is for five minutes or an hour 
– just plain old-fashioned friendly, relaxed conversation. 
And that chat just might brighten someone’s day! 

The Australian Chatty Cafe partnership with the UK  
organisation started in late 2019, after Glenys Reid had 
unexpectedly experienced social isolation for the first time 
in her life in 2017, and noticed a lot of other people in her 
community at social venues seemed isolated too and were 
keen to chat if a conversation was initiated by Glenys! And 
then in 2019 Glenys discovered the UK Chatty Café 
Scheme! It seemed a perfect fit! 

The Australian venues offer “Have a Chat” tables to better 
suit our Aussie culture. A ‘Have a Chat’ Table creates a 
space for people to talk; whether it is for five minutes or an 
hour of good friendly conversation, while you drink a brew 
of your choice and/or eat a snack or meal. 

So while droughts, bushfires and Covid-19 have been a 
challenge for Chatty Cafe Australia, we are still resilient 
and strong on our vision to have Chatty tables across 
most venues (cafes, restaurants, clubs, pubs, libraries, 
community centres etc.) in Australia. We want folk to 
“expect” to find a “Have a Chat” table welcoming them in 
any venue they go into, if they choose to chat to other 
customers while enjoying the venue’s delicious offerings. 

The Bayside Council has supported the Chatty Café 
Scheme with a grant to help it get started in the area and 
other councils in Ballarat and the Mornington Peninsula 
are also supportive. 

If you are interested in finding out more and being a 
volunteer go to: 

https://chattycafeaustralia.org.au/ 
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Club Sponsors 
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RCOB Board   
President  Adrian Culshaw 
Secretary  Trish Smyth  
Treasurer James Glenwright  
Club Service & PE  Lynda Doutch 
Past President David Hone  
Fund Raising  Liz Tanzimat  
Community  Richard Jones  
International  Mark Perelaer 
Youth  Vivienne Zoppolato  
Indigenous  Chris Mara   
Membership  Megan Glenwright 
 
Community- Chair Richard Jones  
Jan Cooper  Max Darby  
Mary Cunnington  Jude Kavanagh 
Roy Downes  Jan Cooper 
Mary Sealy  Ken Mirams 
Chris D'Arcy  Chris Mara  
Kerrie Geard   Soula Deville  
Malcolm Sawle (Sustainability) 
 
International - Chair   Mark Perelaer 
John Manks  Geoff Stockdale 
Fred Hofmann John Sime  
Clem Quick   Simon Kavanagh 
Richard Potter  Ross Phillips 
 
 
 

Youth – Chair   Vivienne Zoppolato 
Bridget Hage   Simon Kavanagh 
Tony McKenna David Rushworth 
Antony Nixon  Lois Lindsay 
Denise Grocke  Michelle Butt  
 
Indigenous - Chair Chris Mara 
David Hone  Alison Letts 
 Robert McArthur 
 
Marketing & Membership 
Kieron Letts  Greg Every 
 
Club Service  Lynda Doutch 
Almoner  Fred Hofmann 
Archivist  Malcolm Sawle 
Attendance, Dining & Duties roster  
Lynda Doutch 
Financial Reviewer  Tony Phillips 
Club Photographers Max Darby,  
Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 
Newsletter, Web site, Facebook 
David Lea , Alison Letts  
Fellowship & Centenary Kerrie Geard 
Foundation John Beaty 
On to Conference David Hone 
Speaker Program  Robert McArthur 
Secretary Assist Roy Seager 
 
 

District Officers 
Assistant Governor for Monash A Cluster 
Chris D'Arcy  
Assistant Governor for Kingston A Cluster  
Heather Chisholm 
District Compliance Officer Ken Mirams 
District Community Chair Trish Smyth 
District Indigenous Support Committee 
David Hone 
 
Club Fundraising  Liz Tanzimat 
 
Bayside Charity Golf Day 
Peter Flude James Glenwright 
Jim O’Brien Richard Jones 
 
Farmers Market   
Peter Flude  James Glenwright 
Chris Mara  Charmaine Jansz 
Ken Mirams  Julie Reith 
Vivienne Zoppolato Bridget Hage  
Heather Chisholm  

 

Club Structure 

For photo details see page 2 


