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Next Meetings

Dear Members and Friends,

Thursday 8 April
Rotary Forum
VGC

I hope everyone has had a lovely Easter break and time to
celebrate with family and friends or have a trip away.
The proximity fo this long weekend meant we had a smaller
number than usual at our Club meeting last Thursday but we still
had a very enjoyable time. We learnt more about ROMAC
(thanks to Roy); had lovely table decorations and chocolates
(thanks to Megan) and a fun ’speed networking’ event (thanks to
Gail). There was a lot of lively discussion generated and we
were gifted with a fascinating story from David Rushworth’s past
- those not present, missed out!

Thursday 15 April
Fellowship
Sazio Restaurant
Black Rock
Thursday 22 April
Club Forum
Cheltenham Golf Club

Plans for this week’s Club meeting (Thursday, 8 April) have
changed and we are going to be at VGC, as normal. John
Manks will talk to us about the background of Sabu, together
with an important update on the current project underway
there. Pending time, we might be able to squeeze in some
further networking fun!

Thursday 29 April
Glenys Reid
Chatty Café

After our meeting on Thursday at VGC, the next two Club
meetings will be held, as follows:
·

Thursday, 15 April at Sazio Restaurant, Black Rock
(social event - further details from Megan below); and

·

Thursday, 22 April at Cheltenham Golf Club (partners’
night - further details below from Kerrie). This is close to
the weekend away at Metung; therefore, quite a few
members won’t be available, so do feel free to extend the
invite to family and friends.

Not to forget, we have our Farmers’ Market this weekend please come along and join in the canine theme!
Looking forward to seeing you at some of these forthcoming
events.
Yours in Rotary
Adrian

Venue is VGC, 6:50 for 7:00 unless otherwise noted.
Covid rules apply as advised.
Were available more detail of the speakers topic an be
found in the Club Calendar on our website.
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Club News
‘Happy Hour’ every Friday, 4pm-6pm

Fellowship at Sazio Restaurant in Black Rock

The Parlor Milkbar & Kitchen,
40 Weatherall Road, Cheltenham

It would be great to see whoever is available for a drink,
coffee and chat, especially before daylight saving
finishes. If you feel like staying longer, then dining options
are available.
Looking forward to seeing you there on 9 Apriil
Gail Anderson and Julie Reith

We are continuing to support our local businesses,
assisting them to return to normal again, post covid.

Our next fellowship is at Sazio Restaurant, in Bluff Road,
Black Rock on Thursday 15th April, 2021 at 6.30 pm
It is a pizza, chips and wine night. .
The cost is $25 per person
For this price you can choose from any medium size
pizza (over 30 varieties to choose from) including gluten
free.

MITS Family Newsletter - April 2021
Catch up on the excellent progress during Term 1 at:

https://newsletters.naavi.com/i/6M1zV75/april/page/cover

No half/half. Look them up on their website. You can
take home your leftovers for lunch the next day.
Hot French Fries with aioli as entree.
Including cost of BYO Wine only.

James and I have had their pizzas and definitely can
recommend them.
So join us for fun and fellowship by paying your $25 per
person into the Rotary Bank Account. See email dated
26 March for details.
Looking forward to you joining us.
James and Megan
The Fun Police, making sure that we are getting some.

Photo of the Week Page 9: The red glow from lava flowing from the erupting Fagradalsfjall volcano rises behind the
Bessastadir, the official residence of the president of Iceland, seen from the Icelandic capital of Reykjavik
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Club News
Call for President Nominee

Bayside Grants

Dear Members

Bayside City Council is pleased to announce the Annual
Community Grants Program 2021 opens for applications
I would like to advise that I am seeking nominations for the on Monday 12 April. We invite local not-for-profit groups that
role of President Nominee for our club, i.e. to be President contribute to making Bayside a better place to live to apply for a
Community Grant.
of Beaumaris Rotary in the year July 2022 – June 2023.

This is open to all members of the club and, whilst
previous experience serving on the board is preferred, it is
not mandatory as this can be obtained during the year
prior, starting this July. Clearly what is mandatory is an
obligation to be part of the club for at least the next couple
of years.

The Annual Community Grants support organisations to
establish, extend and improve programs and services that
address local needs and strengthen and enrich community life
in the areas of leisure, cultural, community development,
environmental, health, education, sporting and welfare
programs and activities.

Although we have never had a Past President serve more Grants of up to $7,500 each may be made for initiatives by
community groups that meet the objectives of the Bayside City
than one term I would welcome nominations from our
Council Grants Policy, particularly:
large cohort of PP’s who have so much experience and
skills to offer!
· To assist community organisations to establish, extend and
The club only functions as well as the commitment and
improve programs and services that address local needs;
energy that members are willing to put in, and this is a
· To encourage voluntary activities, community participation
great opportunity to make a significant contribution to the
health of the club. I can vouch that there is much personal and the contribution of local groups and organisations to
satisfaction and enjoyment to doing the role and , whilst a community life;
commitment, it is not too time consuming and can be
· To promote community development and build social
managed alongside working full time.
capital; and
You are welcome to nominate yourself, or a fellow
member; however if the latter, please ensure that your
nominee is willing to be put forward before you do so. I am
very happy and willing to have an in confidence chat with
anybody that would like to discuss further prior to
nominating – just let me know.

·

To encourage innovative approaches to emerging issues
and needs.
Successful recipients 2020/21
How to apply?
All applications must be lodged online via SmartyGrants, via the

The closing date for nominations is April 30th. If we have link below.
more than one candidate it will be put to a vote of the club
Applications open Monday 12 April 9am and applications
membership.

I look forward to hearing from you!
Regards
Adrian

must be received by 5pm Wednesday 19 May.

https://www.bayside.vic.gov.au/news/annual-community-grantsopen-soon?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%
20News%20RSS&utm_content=Weekly%20News%
20RSS+CID_7db1ab6c8d2c7eebfc8bd6b3da915a7c&utm_sour
ce=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Annual%
20Community%20Grants%20open%20soon
Richard Jones
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Other Club’s Events
Hampton Rotary, Zoom Meeting

Fuller Biographical Details

‘The COVID-19 pandemic – vaccines,
challenges but a time for hope’

Adjunct Professor John Skerritt is the Deputy Secretary,
Health Products Regulation Group, Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA)

Adjunct Professor John Skerritt is the Deputy Adjunct Professor John Skerritt joined the Department of
Secretary, Health Products Regulation Group, Health in May 2012 and is currently the Deputy Secretary,
Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)
Health Products Regulation Group. As a Deputy
Secretary, he contributes to the stewardship of Australia's
health system, as well as having direct responsibility for
both the Therapeutic Goods Administration and the Office
of Drug Control.
John is a former Deputy Secretary in the Victorian
Government and has extensive experience in medical,
agricultural and environmental policy, as well as
regulation, research management, technology application
and commercialisation.
Prior to this role, John was the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of the Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (a Commonwealth statutory
authority), a Ministerial appointee on the Gene
Technology Technical Advisory Committee, and Chair of
the Board of the International Water Management
Institute.
During the 1990s he held senior management positions in
CSIRO and Cooperative Research Centres. He has
significant experience on boards of international and
national organisations and has more than 25 years of
Beaumaris Club members are invited to join Professor
experience in negotiating and leading international
Skerritt’s Zoom presentation entitled ‘The COVID-19
technical and commercial collaborations. He is currently
pandemic – vaccines, challenges but a time for hope’.
Vice-Chair of the International Coalition of Medicines
If you would like to join, please contact Lou Rodriquez Regulatory Authorities and the Scientific Advisory Council
at
of the Centre for Innovation in Regulatory Science.
lourod36@gmail.com,
John is an Adjunct Professor of the Universities of
Professor John Skerritt will be guest speaker for the
Rotary Club of Hampton at 7.00pm on Tuesday, 13 April.

Queensland and Canberra, has a PhD from the University
of Sydney, and is a graduate of the Senior Executive
You may be aware that Professor Skerritt is a highly
Programs of London Business School and of the
regarded speaker on COVID-19, with numerous radio, TV
International Institute for Management Development (IMD)
and print media interviews. He is also a former winner of
Business School in Switzerland. He was elected a Fellow
Rotary’s Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award. This
of the Academy of Technological Sciences and
award, presented in 2012, was made in recognition of his
Engineering and a Fellow of the Institute of Public
international contributions to research in health,
Administration of Australia (Vic).
agricultural and environmental sciences and his
achievements as a leader of Australia’s overseas aid
program.
so a link can be provided in advance.
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Member’s Musings
This feature appears on a regular basis in 'In Gear’. Our
intrepid correspondent, Alison, will randomly approach
members with a range of questions to elicit some known
(and unknown) snippets about our Members, selecting the
best responses for publication (with your
permission). This week we feature: John Sime

What’s more important - a great car or a great house?
A great ( i.e. comfortable well-equipped) house.
What smell brings back fond memories?
Vegemite!

What three words best describe you?

Would you rather always be 10 mins late or always be
20 mins early?

Reserved, organised and sceptical

20 minutes early!

Are you the eldest, youngest, somewhere in the
middle or only child and how has that shaped you?

Everyone has a motto they like to quote - what’s
yours?

Eldest of three. One brother, one sister - all brought up in
East Ivanhoe, Melbourne. Being the eldest has not
shaped me in any way that I am aware of. Graduated in
BSc and MSc Chemistry at Melbourne University and then
PhD in Biochemistry at Imperial College, University of
London.

"What’s the evidence for that?"
John’s photo taken at Palm Cove Queensland in August
2018. My partner and I plan to spend the whole of August
there this year - COVID permitting!

Do you claim to have any special talent, i.e. music,
artist, sports, chef - golf even?
Played competition squash at inter-university level in
UK. Lifelong fascination with linguistics - starting with
Latin and Russian at Northcote High School. Speak some
Italian, Japanese and Indonesian (places where I have
lived and worked). Completed (post-retirement) a degree
in Linguistics at Monash University, which included a
semester in Florence and the study of some aboriginal
languages.
As soon as we can travel internationally (assuming
your passport hasn’t expired) - what will be your first
destination and why?
Italy. I lived and studied there and have visited most parts
of the country. I love the country, the people, the culture
and the food!
Do you like to travel alone or with family (if family,
who)?
Sometimes travel alone but prefer company. Have
travelled to Italy several times with a language study/
cooking group. Recent travel (Europe and Asia) has been
with my partner.
Where and when was the most amazing sunset you
have ever seen?
Probably Cable Beach, Broome, a couple of years
ago. However, the sunsets that I see over Port Phillip Bay
almost every day, from the west-facing balcony of my
apartment in Brighton, come close.
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This Week’s Meeting
Speaker: Roy Seager
Topic: ROMAC

·

Provide hope and restore dignity to transform a
child’s life

·

Provide the best possible surgical and medical
expertise

Beaumaris Rotarian PP Roy has spent the last few
months becoming the Club expert on ROMAC with a view ·
to recommending our ongoing engagement with this highly
successful Rotary undertaking.
·
He spoke to the Club about ROMAC and presented an
excellent video.

Engage Rotary and the community at all levels to
fund and support the ROMAC cause
To maintain and improve the quality of the
management process and ensure high quality
governance of the ROMAC project

ROMAC commenced in March 1988 out of the actions of
an Australian Rotarian who, with a group of surgeons,
visited Lambasa in Fiji. They found the child mortality rate
as high as 25% in some places. They quickly identified
that lack of medical and surgical facilities and skills
for children of the island nations in Oceania, was a major
cause. Rotary faced the challenge to assist an 18-year-old
Fijian girl whose right leg was threatened if immediate
surgery was not performed.
During the next four years, eight children were brought to
Australia for major, often lifesaving, surgery. Soon 20
Australian Rotary clubs were caught up in the success of
each case and assisted in various ways. ROMAC
established five regions representing clubs in the west,
east, south, north and centre of the country.
A New Zealand region was formally established in 2004
and treated its first patient, from Vanuatu, in December
2005. The inaugural New Zealand region representative
was Trish O’Reilly and Dr Max Morris, the first New
Zealand Medical Director.
It was a slow and steady process to promote the
objectives and raise awareness of ROMAC in the New
Zealand region, but the number of patients treated in New
Zealand has risen to more than 25 patients per year.
ROMAC in New Zealand and Australia enlists assistance
from medical experts, hospitals, nurses, physiotherapists,
pathology and radiology services, airlines, sponsors and
other supporters. Today ROMAC is providing surgical
treatment to around 50 children from Oceania every year
– we are making a huge difference in their lives.
Mission Statement
ROMAC provides surgical treatment for children in
Australia and New Zealand from developing countries
from our Pacific region in the form of life giving and/or
dignity restoring surgery not accessible to them in their
home country.
Objectives
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Club Structure
RCOB Board
President
Adrian Culshaw
Secretary
Trish Smyth
Treasurer James Glenwright
Club Service & PE Lynda Doutch
Past President
David Hone
Fund Raising
Liz Tanzimat
Community
Richard Jones
International
Mark Perelaer
Youth
Vivienne Zoppolato
Indigenous
Chris Mara
Membership
Megan Glenwright

Youth – Chair Vivienne Zoppolato
Bridget Hage
Simon Kavanagh
Tony McKenna
David Rushworth
Antony Nixon
Lois Lindsay
Denise Grocke

Community- Chair Richard Jones
Jan Cooper
Max Darby
Mary Cunnington Jude Kavanagh
Roy Downes
Jan Cooper
Mary Sealy
Ken Mirams
Chris D'Arcy
Chris Mara
Kerrie Geard
Soula Deville #
Malcolm Sawle (Sustainability)

Club Service
Lynda Doutch
Almoner
Fred Hofmann
Archivist
Malcolm Sawle
Attendance, Dining & Duties roster
Lynda Doutch
Financial Reviewer Tony Phillips
Club Photographers Max Darby,
Club Protection Officer
Ken Mirams
Newsletter, Web site, Facebook
David Lea , Alison Letts
Fellowship & Centenary
Kerrie Geard
Foundation John Beaty
On to Conference David Hone
Speaker Program Robert McArthur
Secretary Assist
Roy Seager

International - Chair Mark Perelaer
John Manks
Geoff Stockdale
Fred Hofmann
John Sime
Clem Quick
Simon Kavanagh
Richard Potter
Ross Phillips

Michelle Butt #
# Pro tem allocational until wishes
known

Indigenous - Chair Chris Mara
David Hone
Alison Letts
Robert McArthur
Marketing & Membership
Kieron Letts
Greg Every

District Officers
Assistant Governor for Monash A Cluster
Chris D'Arcy
Assistant Governor for Kingston A Cluster
Heather Chisholm
District Compliance Officer Ken Mirams
District Community Chair Trish Smyth
District Indigenous Support Committee
David Hone
Club Fundraising Liz Tanzimat
Bayside Charity Golf Day
Peter Flude James Glenwright
Jim O’Brien Richard Jones
Farmers Market
Peter Flude
Chris Mara
Ken Mirams
Vivienne Zoppolato
Heather Chisholm

James Glenwright
Charmaine Jansz
Julie Reith
Bridget Hage

For photo details see page 2
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