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President’s Message

Next Meetings

Dear Members and Friends,

Thursday 11 February
Sharon and Melissa
Mental Health - A community effort

We recently made a donation to the 3193 Neighbourhood Watch
Project to provide bushfire relief. This has now reached its
conclusion with two shipping containers, with an estimate value
of $80K goods, ready to go. There is a celebration event next
Sunday afternoon and, as donors, a limited number of Club
members are invited to attend. If you would like more details
and to come along, please let me know as soon as possible.

Thursday 18 February
Roger Wilson
Forty Winks

As I hope you will have seen on our website, a number of
members have been working very hard to make this Saturday’s
Farmers market extra special, with a Valentine’s theme and a
free to enter raffle of a $200 restaurant voucher (Rotary
members are precluded from entering the free raffle). Even if you
are not rostered on to help, it would be great to see as many of
you as possible down at the market to join in the fun!
Many thanks to the many members who joined my meeting to
discuss the future of our BBQ operations at the market. Mary
Sealy and Kerrie Geard are working on the next steps - more on
this to follow shortly.
We have less wiggle room in regard to numbers at our weekly
Club meetings these days and it is important you advise Lynda
by Monday evening if you are attending. Lynda has reinstated
the ‘Permanent’ attendance list for our meetings and please let
her know as soon as possible whether you would like to be on
this (please see Lynda’s email on this topic sent last Friday).
Yours in Rotary
Adrian
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Thursday 25 February
Nine & Dine
Yarra Yarra Golf Club
Details page 2
Thursday 4 March
Michael Simmons
HALT
Venue is VGC, 6:50 for 7:00 unless otherwise noted.
Covid rules apply as advised.
Were available more detail of the speakers topic an be
found in the Club Calendar on our website.
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Club News
Nine and Dine – Save the Date
Venue: Yarra Yarra Golf course,
567 Warrigal Road, Bentleigh East
–

Date: Thursday 25th February 2021
What's On: Golf - shotgun start at 4.00pm, $25pp

-

Dinner from 6.30pm approx, $40pp.
On the Terrace, weather permitting.

Commitments: Please advise participation numbers and
Golflink numbers by email. Friends and golfing buddies
are welcome, though there is a limit of 32 golfers.
Payment: To our club General Account no later than 5
days prior to the event. See email dated 17 January.

-

-

-

Photo of the Week Page 9
Svalbard, Norway. ‘The total solar eclipse in Svalbard on 20 March 2015 was one of the most important and impressive astronomical events.
In the morning, a blizzard began, and the sky was covered with clouds. But literally an hour before the eclipse, the weather improved.
Photograph: Vladimir Alekseev/TPOTY 2020 www.tpoty.com
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Club News
Bayside Charity Golf Day 24 May 2021

As a result, the two not-for-profit organisations have been
able to support the Sandringham Hospital and other
This iconic Golf Day, at the prestigious Royal Melbourne worthwhile local organisations with donations exceeding
Golf Club, is well and truly back after being cancelled last $2,000,000.
year due to COVID-19.
Our most recent donation to Sandringham Hospital
Thanks to our wonderful supporters, the day is virtually assisted purchase of additional cataract surgery
fully booked for this year, meaning approximately 356 equipment for the Sandringham Community Bank® Day
golfers will play across the two 18-hole Royal Melbourne Procedure Centre doubling its capacity. See photo of
Golf Club courses.
opening below.
The Bayside Charity Golf Day, incorporating the Lesley If you would like to be a part of this extraordinary day in
Falloon Cup for best female player, is a joint project of future years, please check our websites for full details.
Beaumaris Rotary and the Black Rock Sports Auxiliary,
and has been running in one form or another for over 65 Beaumarisrotary.com or thebaysidecharitygolfday.com
years.
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Member’s Musing
This feature appears on a regular basis in 'In Gear’. Our
intrepid correspondent, Alison, will randomly approach
members with a range of questions to elicit some known
(and unknown) snippets about our Members, selecting the
best responses for publication (with your
permission). This week we feature: Lynda Doutch

definitely prefer an organised trip in comfort.

Are you a city or country girl and why?

At the moment I am reading the Bridgerton books by Julia
Quinn. The TV series sparked my interest. I am finding them
pretty lightweight but fun to read.

I am definitely a city girl. I like to visit the country, but am
always glad to be back. I like living close to my family and
friends and have always lived near the beach.
Who was your pop idol when you were young? Did you
ever see them live?
One of my pop idols was David Cassidy from The Partridge
Family. I saw him at the MCG in 1974 at my first concert when
I was 13. I went with a friend from school. I remember nothing
about the actual concert, but vividly remember my big brother
who was made (paid?) to come and keep an eye on us and
how annoyed he was at all the screaming !

What game have you spent the most hours playing?
Other than golf, I must confess to playing Candy Crush. I find it
very relaxing.
What are you reading at the moment?

Do you have any special talents (except for golf!), i.e. art,
music, creative?
Sadly, I believe I don’t have a creative bone in my body, but I
do love cooking – more specifically baking cakes, desserts and
biscuits.

What sparked your interest in golf and do you consider
yourself a good player?
My interest in golf was always there – both my parents and my
ex- husband played. My Dad was actually a member at Victoria
GC. I waited until my youngest child started secondary school
before I finally got around to having lessons. My golf is
certainly a work in progress – I definitely do not regard myself
as a good player, but I am proud of how I have improved since I
started, and I absolutely love playing.
What smartphone feature would you actually be excited to
see on the next version?
A smartphone that fixes all my bad photos!

What’s the most expensive thing you’ve ever broken?
Can’t recall ever breaking anything expensive – lucky I guess!!
What TV show character would it be the most fun to
change places with for a week?
I think it would be fun to be CJ in The West Wing when she was
Chief of Staff. Fabulous series and a great job in a position of
power.
Did you ever go backpacking when young? If not, would
you have liked to?
No backpacking for me. I have travelled to many places but I
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This Week’s Meeting
Trudy Poole,
The Green Gecko Project
The Green Gecko Project is an established grassroots
NGO recognised for bringing effective and sustainable
positive change to the communities they work with.
Through their holistic approach and long-term programs,
they have empowered 32 families who previously lived
and worked on the streets of Siem Reap Cambodia, to
care for their children in a safe and nurturing environment.

Above: Trudy teaching dental hygiene
names, melted when they smiled back, and so it became
impossible to just walk away and forget them.
Tania did return to Australia, but only to pack up her home
and reorganise her business so she could return to Siem
Reap.

Through mentoring, training, health initiatives and social
enterprises, the families have been able to
successfully break the cycle of begging and dramatically
reduce the many negative consequences of living in
poverty. Green Gecko is a RAWCS Project supported by
the Rotary Club of Frankston Peninsula 2.0.

"I had no plan, no goal, no idea what the future would
bring" she said â œbut the calling was so strong that it
defied all reasonable logic. I had felt for years that
professional success alone wasn't enough, and meeting
then leaving these kids only confirmed it. I had become
uncomfortable in my own skin and the privileged lifestyle I
was living.'

In February 2005, Tania arrived back in Siem Reap and
immersed herself in the world of the street children. Some
were as young as 5 years old - carrying siblings even
Trudy Poole is the RAWCS Project Manager (curly hair in younger as they begged - vulnerable to abduction, abuse
photo above). She and her husband Russell (left in photo and disease. They would be on the streets until dawn, or
above) have supported the project for the past 15 years
rummaging through garbage to collect recyclables to earn
and travel to Cambodia pre Covid 2-3 times a year to
a few cents.
volunteer.
She found the 5 year olds were often the main income
The Green Gecko Story
earners for their impoverished families. Domestic violence,
On a routine business flight in August 2004, Sydney-born alcoholism and gambling were prevalent and more than
50% of parents had been maimed by landmines. The
Tania was idly flicking through the Virgin in-flight
magazine when an article about a Cambodian orphanage street children's situation presented challenges that were,
in need caught her attention. It struck a chord so loud and in some ways, even more daunting than that of orphans
immediate that Tania walked straight off the plane into a because the needs of their parents had to be addressed
travel agency and booked a flight to visit the orphanage. as well.
A month later in stifling tropical heat, Tania found herself
surrounded by the begging hands and wide eyes of Siem
Reap's countless street kids. Tania's eyes, arms and heart
were wide open to the plight of these persistent children.
She bought them hot meals, befriended them, learnt their

Tania said she was overwhelmed by the children's
resilience, and their innate determination to survive and
just be kids - cheeky, fun-seeking, optimistic, wanting to
trust in a harsh world of abject poverty where innocence is
all but lost. They stole Tania's heart.
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This Week’s Meeting
So did a local man named Rem Poum - gentle, quietlyspoken and compassionate. He soon became Tania's
husband and the perfect other half to the Green Gecko
Project.

literacy and the ancient traditional Cambodian martial art
of Bokator. The school has 'creative' Fridays and electives
can be chosen from subjects like music, art, cooking and
dance.

Tania's dedication amazed Rem. He said "I decided I
wanted to help the children too and then good luck came
and we fell in love." Rem had intended to become a
Buddhist monk!
They rented a building to provide a safe haven for the kids
to play, wash, eat, learn and receive basic medical care.

Tania said "We named the centre Green Gecko - Green
because, according to Asian symbolism, it represents
family, harmony, health and peace and Gecko because,
like street kids, geckos are numerous, scamper all around
Cambodia announcing themselves with their loud warble,
Above: Tania with Kim Suan, Then and Now
survive their early life without parental care, have
nocturnal habits and strong instincts for survival".
Today, Green Gecko has new purpose built premises on
more than an acre of land just 2 kms from town accessed
by a bumpy red dirt road. It is surrounded by lime green
rice fields and feels worlds away from the busy streets and
tourist hub where the children used to live and beg just 7
years ago.
Life now for the 70 plus children under Green Gecko's
care is infinitely brighter than it is for the many of their
older siblings lost to prostitution and forced labour.
These children, now 100% off the streets, are safe and
secure and enjoying a holistic approach to learning. They
attend Khmer school, supplemented by English classes
and Gecko activities. These include Me and My Planet
general studies class, Khmer media, computers, English

Some of the residents of MITS Alumni Boarding House for Girls
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Club Sponsors
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Club Structure
RCOB Board
President
Adrian Culshaw
Secretary
Trish Smyth
Treasurer James Glenwright
Club Service & PE Lynda Doutch
Past President
David Hone
Fund Raising
Liz Tanzimat
Community
Richard Jones
International
Mark Perelaer
Youth
Vivienne Zoppolato
Indigenous
Chris Mara
Membership
Megan Glenwright

Youth – Chair Vivienne Zoppolato
Bridget Hage
Simon Kavanagh
Tony McKenna
David Rushworth
Antony Nixon
Lois Lindsay
Jeanette Limbach Denise Grocke

Community- Chair Richard Jones
Jan Cooper
Max Darby
Mary Cunnington Jude Kavanagh
Roy Downes
Jan Cooper
Mary Sealy
Ken Mirams
Chris D'Arcy
Chris Mara
Kerrie Geard
Malcolm Sawle (Sustainability)

Club Service Lynda Doutch
Almoner
Fred Hofmann
Archivist
Malcolm Sawle
Attendance, Dining & Duties roster
Lynda Doutch
Financial Reviewer Tony Phillips
Club Photographers Max Darby,
Club Protection Officer
Ken Mirams
Newsletter, Web site, Facebook
David Lea , Alison Letts
Fellowship & Centenary
Kerrie Geard
Foundation John Beaty
On to Conference David Hone
Speaker Program Robert McArthur
Secretary Assist
Roy Seager

International - Chair Mark Perelaer
John Manks
Geoff Stockdale
Fred Hofmann
John Sime
Clem Quick
Simon Kavanagh
Richard Potter
Ross Phillips

Indigenous - Chair Chris Mara
David Hone
Jeanette Limbach
Alison Letts
Robert McArthur
Marketing & Membership
Kieron Letts
Greg Every

District Officers
Assistant Governor for Monash A Cluster
Chris D'Arcy
Assistant Governor for Kingston A Cluster
Heather Chisholm
District Compliance Officer Ken Mirams
District Community Chair Trish Smyth
District Indigenous Support Committee
David Hone
Club Fundraising Liz Tanzimat

Bayside Charity Golf Day
Peter Flude James Glenwright
Jim O’Brien Richard Jones
Farmers Market
Peter Flude
Chris Mara
Geoff Stringer
Vivienne Zoppolato
Heather Chisholm

James Glenwright
Charmaine Jansz
Ken Mirams
Bridget Hage
Julie Reith
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