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President’s Message 

 Dear All, 

 
One of our busiest members these days is David Lea who is do-
ing a lot of work behind the scenes to support our communica-
tions, club meetings and various technology requests.   We had 
a glimpse of this last Thursday when he magic'd up the Poll fea-
ture, which added a lot of fun and enjoyment to the evening!   On 
behalf of the Club, thank you, David, for all you are doing - it is 
much appreciated! 
 
Our Community team have partnered with Cheltenham, San-
dringham and Hampton Rotary Clubs to provide financial assis-
tance to a meals program helping International students at 
Holmesglen - a group very impacted by COVID-19.   Like the 
recent mental health training work, it is another way we are mak-
ing a difference during these difficult times. 
 
It was wonderful this week to hear we have received a mask or-
der from the community following our social media activity! 
Thanks again, Heather, for this great fundraising initiative. 
 
We have PDG Merv Williams talking to us on Thursday about 
RAWCS, which will be a great opportunity to discuss the broader 
work of Rotary International, so I hope you can make that.  In the 
meantime, let's also hope the progress being made to reduce 
COVID-19 numbers in Victoria continues, bringing us one step 
closer to meeting in person again! 
 

Yours in Rotary, 

Adrian 

Next Meetings 
 

Thursday 3 September 

Speaker: PDG Merv Williams  
RAWCS RAM and DIK    

 

Thursday 10 September 

Speaker: Mark Allen 

Pro Golfer 
 

Thursday 17 September 

Fellowship 
 

Thursday 24 September 

Speaker: Associate Professor Tui McKeown 
Work in Challenging and Uncertain Times,  

 
Thursday 1 October 

Speaker: Daniel Woodrow 
Motor Neurone Disease Association of Victoria   

 

All Meeting Via Zoom at 6:00 pm  
Unless otherwise indicated 
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Club News 

District Events   

Please note the following events (further notification will 
be coming by email): 

· Social Media workshop Monday, 31 August 7.00pm 

· Chats with DG 

Every second Tuesday at 10.30 am from 18 August, and 
for those not available during the day, Sunday Sundown-
ers at 5.00 pm every second Sunday from 23 August. 

The sessions are informal chats about anything and eve-
rything Rotary – BYO topics or take up those brought by 
others.  No need to RSVP just turn up. 

Keep an eye out for the emails with the links. 

 

Meals for Holmesglen International Students   

In discussions with the Highett Neighbourhood Communi-
ty House (HNCH) Kerrie Geard learnt that they are cur-
rently providing 80 - 120 meals per week for International 
students from Holmesglen. This is in addition to the 30 - 
80 meals per fortnight that they provide to public housing 
tenants in Bayside and Kingston.  

The meals are prepared in the HNCH kitchen using exist-
ing staff and the food cost is $200 - $250 per week, which 
was of course unbudgeted. HNCH advised that any finan-
cial support that Beaumaris Rotary could provide would 
be very welcome and would enable them to continue this 
support for longer. See photo on page 11. 

We approached the Rotary clubs of Sandringham, Chel-
tenham, and Hampton and asked if they would like to as-
sist. And what a great response!  Each of them pledged 
$500 to support this need, in addition to our $500. So a 
total donation of $2,000 is on its way to HNCH this 
week.  Thanks to Kerrie for identifying this need. 

Richard Jones 

Wine & Dine Fellowship By Zoom  -  
A Meeting With a Difference 
Thursday last we all enjoyed our first dining experience 
via zoom. 

31 Members and Partners enjoyed a Thai meal delivered 
by Siam Spicy Thai Restaurant of Balcombe Road, Beau-
maris, in very wet, dark and windy conditions. 

This was done by us to show support for a local Trader 
and hopefully keep them trading and in business. 

They were very appreciative of this support.  Providing 
each meal delivered with a free soft drink as their gift to 
us. 

Others joined us with their favorite restaurant food from 
their local trader.  Some cooked up a storm at home.  
Others told us what they were enjoying eating.  However, 
all experienced fellowship and fun during the night. 

The meeting was chaired by Member John Turner, whose 
enthusiasm with his quiz, gave us valuable insights into 
the laws of Thailand. for next when we visit. 

I now know that I have to wear underwear when going out 
in Thailand or risk jail.  Very handy knowledge. 

Bridget won the prize for the most knowledge in this area 
of expertise. 

Three of our Members, Lynda, Charmaine and Clem gave 
us three statements each, two were fact and one "porky" 

Great fun picking the lie   Who would believe that while 
exploring the Amazon river in Brazil , someone would 
jump in the river to catch two piranha in a net.   Go figure. 

Ollie Culshaw provided the night with dinner music.  Sum-
mertime won the vote for the favourite.  I think we could 
have listened to his music all night. Many thanks Ollie. 

David Leas poll app on Zoom worked a treat with select-
ing what to vote for. 

So many thanks to you all for supporting this night. 

Megan  



 

�ϯϯϯϯ ROTARY CLUB OF BEAUMARIS BULL ET IN  – SERVING THE COMMUNIT Y SINCE 1985  

 

ϯ 

Club News 

 

* https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes  

** https://map.rotary.org/en/project/pages/
project_showcase.aspx  

*** https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/catalog  

**** https://my.rotary.org/en/member-center  

***** https://my.rotary.org/en/exchange-ideas/
groups  
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Club News 

 Courtesy Greg Every 
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Club News 

The suggestion for this came from  Gail Anderson who has registered to be involved. 

To find out more go to: 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/  
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RI News 

African Region Declared Free  

of Wild Poliovirus 
Rotary and its GPEI partners celebrate a monumental 
achievement, say global eradication of wild polio is 
possible with the continued dedication and persis-
tence of Rotarians.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) on 25 August an-
nounced that transmission of the wild poliovirus has offi-
cially been stopped in all 47 countries of its African region.  
This is a historic and vital step toward global eradication 
of polio, which is Rotary’s top priority. 

After decades of hard won gains in the region, Rotary and 
its partners in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI) — WHO, U.S.  Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, UNICEF, the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, and Gavi, the vaccine alliance — are proclaiming the 
milestone an achievement in public health.  They offer it 
as proof that strong commitment, coordination, and perse-
verance can rid the world of polio.   

The certification that the African region is free of wild po-
liovirus comes after the independent Africa Regional Cer-
tification Commission (ARCC) conducted thorough field 
verifications that confirmed no new cases and analyzed 
documentation of polio surveillance, immunization, and 
laboratory capacity by Cameroon, Central African Repub-
lic, Nigeria, and South Sudan.  The commission had al-
ready accepted the documentation of the other 43 coun-
tries in the region.   

The last cases of polio caused by the wild virus in the Afri-
can region were recorded in Nigeria’s northern state of 
Borno in August 2016, after two years with no cases.  

Conflict, along with challenges in reaching mobile popula-
tions, had hampered efforts to immunize children there. 

Now that the African region is free of wild poliovirus, five 
of WHO’s six regions, representing more than 90 percent 
of the world’s population, are now free of the disease.  
Polio caused by the wild virus is still endemic in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, in the WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean 
region.   

The African region’s wild polio-free certification was cele-
brated during a livestream event.  Speakers included Ni-
gerian President Muhammadu Buhari, Bill Gates, Rotary 
International President Holger Knaack, Nigeria PolioPlus 
chair Dr.  Tunji Funsho, and representatives of other 
GPEI partners.  The celebration was followed by a press 
conference.   

In the program, Knaack spoke about people needing good 
news during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  “The chal-
lenges ahead are formidable,” Knaack said.  “That’s why 
we must recognize this great achievement and commend 
all the people who played important roles in reaching this 
milestone.  It took tremendous effort over many years.” 

An achievement decades in the making  

Not detecting any wild poliovirus in Africa is in stark con-
trast to the situation in 1996, when 75,000 children there 
were paralyzed by the disease.  That year, at a meeting of 
the Organization of African Unity in Cameroon, African 
heads of state committed to eradicating the disease from 
the continent.   

To bolster the effort, also in 1996, Rotary, its GPEI part-
ners, and South African President Nelson Mandela 
launched the Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign.  Using 
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RI News 

soccer matches and celebrity endorsements, the cam-
paign raised awareness of polio and helped more than 30 
African countries to hold their first National Immunization 
Days.  Mandela’s call to action helped mobilize leaders 
across the continent to increase their efforts to reach eve-
ry child with polio vaccine.   

Since 1996, countless Rotary members from across Afri-
ca and around the world have raised funds, immunized 
children, and promoted vaccinations, enabling the GPEI 
to respond to and stop polio outbreaks.  More than 9 bil-
lion doses of oral polio vaccine have been provided 
throughout the region, preventing an estimated 1.8 million 
cases of paralysis.  Each year, about 2 million volunteers 
help vaccinate 220 million children against polio multiple 
times in the African region.   

Rotary members have contributed nearly $890 million 
toward polio eradication efforts in the African region.  The 
funds have allowed Rotary to issue PolioPlus grants to 
fund polio surveillance, transportation, awareness cam-
paigns, and National Immunization Days.   

Dr.  Tunji Funsho, chair of Rotary’s Nigeria PolioPlus 
committee, noted Rotarians’ tremendous contributions to 
polio eradication efforts in Africa: “From raising funds and 
immunizing children, to providing ‘polio plusses,’ such as 
soap and health kits, Rotary members have shown resili-
ence and steadfast dedication to our top priority of ending 
polio.” 

Rotary members have helped build extensive polio infra-
structure that has been used to respond to COVID-19 

and, in 2014, the Ebola crisis, as well as to protect com-
munities from yellow fever and bird flu.   

Challenges still ahead 

The GPEI’s challenge now is to eradicate wild poliovirus 
in the two countries where the disease has never been 
stopped: Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Additionally, routine 
immunization in Africa must also be strengthened to keep 
the wild poliovirus from returning and to protect children 
against circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus, which is 
rare but continues to infect people in parts of the African 
region.   

To eradicate polio, multiple high-quality immunization 
campaigns must continue to be given priority.  Even dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s necessary to keep chil-
dren vaccinated against polio while also protecting health 
workers from COVID-19 and making sure they don’t con-
tribute to its transmission.   

Global health officials and experts say that sustained 
fundraising and advocacy are still crucial, not only to pro-
tect gains in Africa, but to reach the ultimate goal of a 
world without polio.  Rotary members still have a critical 
role to play in keeping the African region free of wild po-
liovirus and eliminating the virus in the two countries 
where polio remains endemic. 

As Knaack said, “This is a big step in our journey to a po-
lio-free world, but the fight is not over yet.  We still need 
the support of our Rotary members, donors, and heroic 
effort of health care workers to finish the job.” 
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RCOB Board   
President Adrian Culshaw 
Secretary Trish Smyth  
Treasurer James Glenwright  
Club Service & PE  Lynda Doutch 
Past President David Hone  
Fund Raising  Liz Tanzimat  
Community  Richard Jones  
International  Mark Perelaer 
Youth  Vivienne Zoppolato  
Indigenous  Chris Mara   
 
Community- Chair Richard Jones  
Jan Cooper  Max Darby  
Mary Cunnington  Jude Kavanagh 
Roy Downes  Julie Reith  
Mary Sealy  Malcolm Sawle 
(Sustainability)  
Chris D'Arcy  John Turner 
 
International - Chair   Mark Perelaer 
John Manks  Geoff Stockdale 
Fred Hofmann John Sime  
Clem Quick   Simon Kavanagh 
Richard Potter  Ross Phillips 
  
 
 

Youth – Chair   Vivienne Zoppolato 
Bridget Hage   Simon Kavanagh 
Tony McKenna David Rushworth 
Antony Nixon  Lois Lindsay 
Jeanette Limbach Denise Grocke  
Indigenous - Chair David Hone 
Chris Mara  Jeanette Limbach 
Alison Letts   Robert McArthur 
 
Marketing & Membership 
Kieron Letts  Greg Every 
Megan Glenwright 
 
Club Service Lynda Doutch 
Almoner  Fred Hofmann 
Archivist  Malcolm Sawle 
Attendance, Dining & Duties roster  
Lynda Doutch 
Financial Reviewer  Tony Phillips 
Club Photographers Max Darby,  
Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 
Newsletter, Web site, Facebook 
David Lea , Alison Letts  
Fellowship & Centenary Kerrie Geard 
Foundation John Turner, John Beaty 
On to Conference David Hone 
Speaker Program  Robert McArthur 
Secretary Assist Roy Seager 

District Officers 
Assistant Governor for Monash A Cluster 
Chris D'Arcy  
Assistant Governor for Kingston A Cluster  
Heather Chisholm 
District Compliance Officer Ken Mirams 
District Community Chair Trish Smyth 
District Indigenous Support Committee 
David Hone 
 
Club Fundraising  Liz Tanzimat 
 
Bayside Charity Golf Day 
Peter Flude James Glenwright 
Jim O’Brien Richard Jones 
 
Farmers Market   
John Turner  Peter Flude 
Chris Mara  Charmaine Jansz 
Geoff Stringer  Ken Mirams 
Vivienne Zoppolato Bridget Hage  
Heather Chisholm Julie Reith 
James Glenwright 

 

Club Structure 

Meals for Holmesglen 
International  

Students   

 

See article on page 2. 


