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President’s Message 
It was great to see the creative interpretations of our 
French theme last Thursday (by way of recognition of 
Bastille Day).   Thanks for joining in and adding a bit 
of ‘joie de vivre’ to these bleak times.  It was also    
fantastic to see the amazing photographs from the 
Letts’ adventures and gain an insight into their back-
story; we might not be able to travel very far at the mi-
nute but it is nice to be reminded of what is out there! 
At the meeting, I updated the Club on the Board's   
response to the impact of COVID-19 and is repeated 
in this newsletter.   Please take the time to read this 
and give consideration as to how you can help on the 
call for support from members. 

Congratulations to Di and David Hone who celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary last week. 
This week, we have our District Governor visit and we 
are lucky to be one of the first Clubs visited.   Not only 
so we can hear about the year early on but also be-
fore Alma has to give the same talk 42 times! 
Look forward to seeing you then,  
Yours in Rotary 
Adrian 

 

 

Next Meetings 
 

Thursday 23 July 

DG Alma Reynolds 
 

Tuesday 28 July 

Board Budget Meeting 
 

Thursday 30 July 

Speaker: David Rushworth 

History of Beaumaris Rotary 
Thursday 6 August 

Fun Night, Details to Follow 
 

Tuesday 11 August 

Board Meeting 
 

Thursday 13 August  

Speaker: Rani Kulkarni  
Rotary Scholarship Recipient  

 

All Meeting Via Zoom at 6:00 pm  
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Club News 

Board Meeting Summary:  
Date: Tuesday, 14 July 2020 at 6pm 
 

· John Turner attended to discuss District Grant Appli-

cations.  The grant applications will focus more on 

COVID-19. Three projects are going forward to Dis-

trict: Community support during COVID-19; Zero 

School Dropouts Project; and Indigenous work oppor-

tunity for aboriginal youth in Darwin. 

· The Board ENDORSED the Vision and Strategic Plan 

and requested that a one-year action plan be devel-

oped.  Rotary Goals for a Citation were endorsed.  

The New Rotary area of focus, Environment, was not-

ed. 

· Celebration function plans and timelines were dis-

cussed. Accordingly: 

Þ  the Annual Report will be published and circulated; 

and 

Þ a decision will be made at the next Board meeting 

as to an end date, which other aspects of the 

Changeover (such as Paul Harris presentations and 

Presidential Citations) must be held. 

· Rotary Centenary in April 2021: Kerrie Geard is look-

ing at our involvement in this. 

· A Project Approval Process / Business Case is being 

developed for the budget.   

· $500 will be donated to the DG’s partner charity ‘End 

Polio Now’.           

· All three of our honorary members wish to continue. 

· The AGM will be held in September or early October 

2020. 

· ‘My Rotary’ uptake is only 50% of members, this will 

be discussed at a future Club meeting. 

· Budget discussion: the date for this meeting will be 

Tuesday, 28 July 2020 at 6pm (by Zoom). 

· Accounts: the Year-End Accounts will be submitted to 

the reviewer. 

· EFTPOS machine – we now have one. 

· The marketing budget will be $2,000.  The delegation 

to the Farmers Market for expenditure will be contin-

ued at $1,200, with a maximum of $500 for any indi-

vidual expense. 

· Fundraising Act requirements have been finalised; we 

are now registered. 

· Club Records are currently being reviewed for archiv-

ing and inclusion on the website. 

· Sandringham Secondary College: mock interviews 

may proceed online in third term. 

· An online Mental Health First Aid course will replace 

the Men’s Health Seminar. 

· Sabu support will be included in the budget discus-

sion, including the commitment for the next year. 

· Farmers Market: the Board noted that all Board mem-

bers and volunteers will need to read the COVID-19 

plan before volunteering at the Farmers Market.  Vol-

unteers will be sought via In Gear for Duty managers 

and Drivers. 

· Permission to use members’ images. Work is pro-

ceeding on an opt-out scheme. 

· The ALPA grant submission is being developed fur-

ther.  The RCO Darwin is involved but is unlikely to 

provide any money. 

· Conference: potentially 1 & 2 March 2021.  David is 

investigating the dates and location. 

 

· Next meetings:  

Þ Budget meeting Tuesday, 28 July 2020 at 6pm by 

Zoom 

Þ Board meeting: Tuesday, 11 August 2020 at 6pm 

by Zoom 

 

Trish Smyth, Hon. Secretary 
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Club News 

Fundraising Update 

At this stage, there is no further news regarding dates for 
the Farmers Markets.  Once we do get up and running 
again, we will be introducing a new role called Duty Man-
ager for each market.   We will be asking for volunteers to 
be rostered into this role and also requesting more volun-
teers to assist as ‘Drivers’.     

Meanwhile, we are developing some old and new ideas 
for fundraising.  If you have any suggestions, I’d love to 
hear from you. 

More information will be provided in future meetings and 
our In Gear newsletter. 

Liz 

 

Paul Gibbons’ Changeover (My Brother) 
On Thursday, 9 July, I      
attended an alternative meet-
ing on zoom – the changeo-
ver meeting of Bendigo 
South Rotary where my 
brother, Paul Gibbons, was 
inducted as President.  

Bendigo South is a club of 40 
members, part of the Gold-
fields cluster and D9800. 

COVID-19 restrictions at this 
point allowed only five      
visitors to your home so Paul 
was able to receive his chain 
of office from the outgoing 
President.  Attendees were 
in groups or on their own, all 
enjoying a toast at the      
appropriate moment.  

In similar format to our Club, there was a speech and 
thanks from the outgoing DG, outgoing President and in-
coming President! 

Their club is involved in many diverse activities: scholar-
ships for local secondary, TAFE and university students 
(Latrobe has a Bendigo campus), hosting rotary exchange 
students, and every two years running the National Sci-
ence and Engineering challenge.  Together with other 
clubs in their cluster, they run a ‘Swap Meet’ BBQ on Aus-
tralia Day, and help maintain Camp Getaway, a camp 
used by disadvantaged and disabled children.  This year, 

for the first time, they are helping with an Christmas trailer 
raffle. They are also going to start propagating seedlings 
to assist East Gippsland Rotary Fire Aid.  A busy sched-
ule, indeed! 

I am very proud of Paul, who joined the Bendigo South 
club a few years ago when he and the family moved from 
Mildura (he was a Rotary member there for many years).  
He was my inspiration to join Rotary.  

It was really enjoyable to see how another club works and 
to realise that, despite our differences, we are all part of 
the Rotary family.  

Lynda  

 

My Rotary and ClubRunner  
To get the most out of your membership, a reminder to update 
your details in My Rotary, including your skills, expertise and 
past participation in Rotary programs.  Your privacy is im-
portant and personal data provided will be shared only with our 
Club Members and District Officers (or their delegates).   

To complement My Rotary, please find details of the ClubRun-
ner app below.   

What is this? 

An optional app for your phone or other mobile device that 
gives you easy access to Rotary Club Member details, such as 
email address, mobile number and home address.    

 

What are the advantages?   

The app takes information from ‘My Rotary’ to provide you with: 

· Members’ details for Beaumaris Rotary; 

· Executive details (who are they) for our Club; and 

· Upcoming events, 

and much more! 

The app allows you to email/call a Member and it has a link to 
Google maps so you can locate where the Member lives.  
Think about how many times you’ve tried to find someone’s 
contact details if they’re not someone you call on a frequent 
basis?   For further instructions see the PDF which has been 
circulated separately to Club Members.  If you have any      
queries (or need tech help), don’t hesitate to contact Adrian, 
Liz, Kieron or Alison.  We’ll do our best to assist! 

Liz 
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This Week’s Speaker 

New Member Talk: Alison and Kieron 

This was a New Member Talk with a difference.  It was a talk by both Alison 
and Kieron Letts interspersed with a series of short visual clips and accompa-
nying music.  It was a talk designed to inform, entertain and inspire.  A talk for 
the ‘Zoom Age’. 

A Story of a Kite 
Kieron introduced their chat, “We’ll tell you a story. It’s about our ambi-
tion to do something challenging - together.  This is an adventure story.  
A drama.  And, for me, the story of a kite”. 

I grew up in East End of London.  In Harriott House, Jamaica Street, Stepney 
Green.  I lived on the top floor of an apartment block.  Until I was six years old.   

Many of my best childhood memories were of my summer holidays.  We’d 
always go to Westward Ho in Devon.  And what I remembered most was the 
freedom to run with my little kite.  I’d run along the beach with my kite for 
hours on end.  

Back in the two-bedroom apartment, I’d spend my mornings in front of the TV 
watching my favourite television series called The White Horses.  It was set in 
a magical land far from the dreary streets of Stepney Green. 

Search for Freedom  
“This is an adventure story”, said Alison. “A story of freedom found.  
And of overcoming fears.” 

I started life as an abandoned baby.  Brought up by a loving foster family in 
Lichfield, Staffordshire (UK); throughout my childhood, I lived under the um-
brella of strict social services monitoring.  Fortnightly visits.  My every move 
was monitored. I began to vanish out the back door as they arrived.  

Despite this, I grew up with a unique sense of adventure.  I excelled at cross- 
country running at school and hitch-hiked across the UK.  Eventually applying 
to every university as far away as possible from Lichfield, I ended up at     
Lancaster University, where Kieron and I met.   

My teenage years were spent at live music concerts, all the big names of the 
day: Status Quo, Eagles, Fleetwood Mac, Queen and more.  Supertramp 
were and still are - my favourite. 

Annapurna Trek: Dreamer and The White Horses 

Kieron and Alison chose to share the story of their 30-day trek in the Annapur-
na region of Nepal.  The coming together of their ambitions, six years after 
they had emigrated to Australia.  Interwoven into their talk were six short 
multimedia clips containing a photographic record of their adventure along 
with the sounds that have influenced their lives.  

We decided we wanted to hike Nepal’s Annapurna Circuit and Annapurna 
Sanctuary.  A month-long trek that would take us over the Thorong La Pass.  
At 5416m above sea level, it’s higher than Everest Base Camp.  

On Day 13, we trekked over the Thorong La Pass in air that contained half the 
oxygen compared to sea level and temperatures of minus 21 degrees centi-
grade.  

On reaching the summit of the pass, it was hugs all round.  Star jump photos 
with our guide and porters.  Chocolate digestives from our pack and tea from 
the small hut.  To the amusement of the Nepalese porters and the bewilder-
ment of fellow trekkers, we flew our kite! 

We’ve been asked, “Why?”  Is it because we like to do crazy things?  Because 
we want to be different?  No. It’s because it helped us keep our self-
assurance and composure.  The thought of flying our kite helped lessen our 
fears.  

If you can fly a kite at altitude – five and a half thousand metres above 
sea level – it must be a walk in the park! 

Kieron and Alison shared a short glimpse of their “Walk in the Park” with imag-

es accompanied by music by Supertramp and from the 1960’s TV series The 
White Horses. 

Leeches and a Dog called Trouble 

Alison continued the story by sharing her reflections of Annapurna Sanctuary; 
the most beautiful part of the trek.  

We adopted ‘Trouble’ the stray dog that followed us through the villages 
(many dog fights on the way). 

We hiked up hills, down gorges and through vast avenues of rhododendron 
trees. Passed through enchanted misty and magical forests amid thunder-
storms.  Up and down through terraced fields hidden by low clouds.  We also 
encountered our first leeches!  

According to the local signage, we could see Bengal tigers, snow leopards 
and Himalayan black bears.  Of course, we didn’t but we did see a carpet of 
leeches waiting for their victims and heard cuckoos in the distance.  We 
crossed more wooden suspension bridges with missing and broken slats than 
we would have liked.  

This has been our adventure story.  A drama.  And the story of a kite. 
And for me, in particular, a story of freedom found.  And fears overcome. 

Keep on Running 

We chose not to talk about our work, university studies, bringing up three kids, 
numerous house moves, emigrating to Australia or all the amazing people 
we’ve met during our lifetime. We do hope you’ve learnt more about us 
through this short story. 

Alison and Kieron concluded their New Member Talk with a short multimedia 
clip of their recent running (and skateboarding!) exploits.   
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Other Clubs’ Events 
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Club Sponsors 
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Club Sponsors 
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RCOB Board   
President Adrian Culshaw 
Secretary Trish Smyth  
Treasurer James Glenwright  
Club Service & PE  Lynda Doutch 
Past President David Hone  
Fund Raising  Liz Tanzimat  
Community  Richard Jones  
International  Mark Perelaer 
Youth  Vivienne Zoppolato  
Indigenous  Chris Mara   
 
Community- Chair Richard Jones  
Jan Cooper  Max Darby  
Mary Cunnington  Jude Kavanagh 
Roy Downes  Julie Reith  
Mary Sealy  Malcolm Sawle 
(Sustainability)  
Chris D'Arcy  John Turner 
 
International - Chair   Mark Perelaer 
John Manks  Geoff Stockdale 
Fred Hofmann John Sime  
Clem Quick   Simon Kavanagh 
Richard Potter  
  
 
 

Youth – Chair   Vivienne Zoppolato 
Bridget Hage   Simon Kavanagh 
Tony McKenna David Rushworth 
Antony Nixon  Lois Lindsay 
Jeanette Limbach Denise Grocke  
Indigenous - Chair Chris Mara 
David Hone Jeanette Limbach 
Alison Letts  Robert McArthur 
 
Marketing & Membership 
Kieron Letts Greg Every 
Megan Glenwright 
 
Club Service Lynda Doutch 
Almoner Fred Hofmann 
Archivist Malcolm Sawle 
Attendance, Dining & Duties roster  
Lynda Doutch 
Financial Reviewer  Tony Phillips 
Club Photographers Max Darby,  
Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 
Newsletter, Web site, Facebook 
David Lea , Alison Letts  
Fellowship & Centenary Kerrie Geard 
Foundation John Turner, John Beaty 
On to Conference David Hone 
Speaker Program  Robert McArthur 
Secretary Assist Roy Seager 

District Officers 
Assistant Governor for Monash A Cluster 
Chris D'Arcy  
Assistant Governor for Kingston A Cluster  
Heather Chisholm 
District Compliance Officer Ken Mirams 
District Community Chair Trish Smyth 
District Indigenous Support Committee 
David Hone 
 
Club Fundraising  Liz Tanzimat 
 
Bayside Charity Golf Day 
Peter Flude James Glenwright 
Jim O’Brien Richard Jones 
 
Farmers Market   
John Turner  Peter Flude 
Chris Mara  Charmaine Jansz 
Geoff Stringer  Ken Mirams 
Vivienne Zoppolato Bridget Hage  
Heather Chisholm Julie Reith 
James Glenwright 

 

Club Structure 

BASTILLE DAY 

The Arc de Triomphe 
stands as a memorial 
to those who fought in 
the French Revolu-
tion. In this picture, 
traffic lights up the 
Champs-Élysées on 
Bastille Day, a nation-
al holiday that com-
memorates the start 
of that same war. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY GOR-
DON GAHAN, NAT GEO 
IMAGE COLLECTION  


