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Next Meetings 
 

THURSDAY 21 MARCH 
SPEAKER: DEBBY CHAVES  

TOPIC; BEAUMARIS SECONDARY COLLEGE  
CHAIR: VIVIENNE ZOPPOLATO  

AV: ADRIAN CULSHAW  
CASH DESK: RICHARD JONES & JAMES GLENWRIGHT  

 
THURSDAY 28 MARCH 
SPEAKER: JOY NUSKE  
TOPIC; LIFE AS I SEE IT 
CHAIR: ROY DOWNES 

AV SUPPORT: JOHN MANKS 
CASH DESK: TONY MCKENNA & JIM O.BRIEN  

 
THURSDAY 4 APRIL 

SPEAKER: JODIE & MARTA  
TOPIC; BLACK ROCK TRADERS 

CHAIR: TONY PHILIPS 
AV SUPPORT: BRIDGET HAGE 

CASH DESK: CHRIS MARTIN & VIVIENNE ZOPPOLATO  
 

THURSDAY 11 APRIL 
SPEAKER: VIRGINIA MOSK & LEAN LIM  

TOPIC; BEAUMARIS MEDITATION  
CHAIR: CHRIS MARA  

AV: DAVID LEA  
CASH DESK: MARY SEALY & CHRIS WERNER  

2018—2019 

Serving the Community since 1985 

President’s Report 
 
Members who were present on 14th February will remember 
the Valentine’s Day Quiz and Rani Kulkarni’s presentation.  I 
am delighted to pass on the good news that Rani was suc-
cessful at the Global Grant Scholar interviews on Thursday 
night.  Rani will receive a $30,000 grant from Foundation which 
will cover her first semester fees at Columbia University in New 
York.  Rani has expressed her gratitude to Beaumaris Rotary, 
and ensures me that she will keep in touch.  Congratulations 
Rani, we look forward to following your journey. 

Congratulations also  to Roy Seager for his latest Paul Harris 
Fellow award (photo on page 9). 

Last Thursday night, Trevor McCann, local identity and Direc-
tor of Century 21 Bayside Living, explained the fluctuations in 
the real estate market during the past few years, a most inter-
esting topic for property owners in the Bayside area.  We wel-
comed guests John Turner on his second visit, and Simon Ka-
vanagh, former member of Erina Rotary NSW who has recent-
ly moved to the Beaumaris area. 

Our Board Members met last Tuesday night, joined briefly by 
Malcom Sawle.  Board reports can be found in the members’ 
section of our web site.   

Our new brochures are hot off the press.  They give an insight 
into “What Rotary Offers, What Rotary Seeks and Why Beau-
maris Rotary” and lists some of the many projects that we have 
undertaken.  Thanks to Malcolm Sawle, Peter Flude and David 
Lea for providing the updated information and photos 

PE David Hone will be at the helm at next week’s meeting 
while I take a short break in SA. 

We look forward to hearing from next Thursday night’s speak-
er, Beaumaris Secondary College Principal Debby Chaves.  
Debby will be bringing us an update on the progress of the 
school from the beginning and on to the future.   
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To Beaumaris Rotarians, families and friends: 
 

“BEAUMARIS: Then and Now” exhibition at Beaumaris Library 
from 

Thursday 21st March – Thursday 18th April 2019 
Please take time to come along, and perhaps even help out! 

 

As you know, I have taken a real interest in the history of this area and as a result I linked up with several local enthusiasts to 
take up Bayside Library’s invitation to stage an exhibition in the foyer at Beaumaris Library to showcase the local history of Beau-
maris. The exhibition “BEAUMARIS: Then & Now” will be open during normal library opening hours, taking on a life of its own 
and becoming a community initiative. 
 
As part of this, the links between the two Beaumaris’s, called “BEAUMARIS: Here and There”, will enable me to share your sto-
ries with friends in Beaumaris in Wales, as we explore ways to revive links between the communities. Barry Bruce, President of 
Beaumaris Lions (here) made a link with Beaumaris Lions (there) and he and his wife Anne, will be co-ordinating things here.  
 

You are also invited to a special free evening event on Wednesday 27th 
March at 7pm in the Community Room at Beaumaris Library, when local 
historians and other speakers will make short presentations, including 

outlining the next steps towards the revival of the link with  
Beaumaris in Wales. 

 
The exhibition is intended to be interactive and local volunteers will be on duty at times to listen to family stories and help to rec-
ord them, to take an interest in old photos and copy them for our local history collection, if there is agreement for us to do this, or 
to showcase old items from Beaumaris that families may treasure!  
 
Now we need volunteers willing to meet and greet folks and listen to their stories, to help us build up the big picture of 
the history of this community – just a few hours a week for the 4 weeks of the exhibition or whatever time you can give.   
Perhaps you can phone me or email if you are willing to help, have ideas or queries, please phone: 0412 970 050 or 
email lizmillman@yahoo.co.uk 
 
You may also want to: 
 

  contribute any interesting old pieces that are relevant to the history of your family or the area, to be photographed for  
 Facebook and to add to our historical record folders 

 

  add or just check out our Facebook: “Beaumaris: Then and Now”  
 

  make suggestions or share ideas about creating a local history collection. We are talking to the Library and local 
 schools about where best this could be kept in Beaumaris.   

 
Thanks go to everyone from Beaumaris Rotary for welcoming me and providing me with support and encouragement, 
enabling me to explore your local history and thanks specially to those who have contributed so far, and thanks in ad-
vance to everyone willing to help out or look out old photos and to tell your stories while the exhibition is on.  
 
Hope to see you on Wednesday 27th March or during the exhibition!       
 
Regards  -  Liz Millman  
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2019 BAYSIDE BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARDS – A NEW & EXCITING ROTARY INITIATIVE! 

Hampton Rotary, together with all Bayside Rotary groups, is proud to deliver the inaugural 2019 Bayside Busi-

ness Excellence Awards.  This Awards program has been developed in conjunction with Bayside Business Net-

work and supported by Bayside City Council to recognise and celebrate the outstanding performance of local 

businesses across the Bayside area.  

There are a range of business categories available to attract diverse participants and a robust and independent 

Judging Panel will undertake the shortlisting process. 

If you have a business in the Bayside area or know of someone who does, this could be an opportunity to en-

ter this prestigious Awards program and be recognised as a leading Bayside business. 

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! Visit: www.BaysideBusinessAwards.com.au 

The benefits for businesses to nominate in this prestigious program are many and include:  

Review: 

The Awards selection criteria requires businesses to provide elements of their business plan from Strategy & 

Vision to Customer Service.  This is an excellent opportunity to review where their business is at, what it has 

achieved and where it is going 

Recognition: 

Showcasing the diversity of business throughout Bayside, the Awards provide a platform to recognise business 

excellence and the opportunity of building brand awareness and increasing business reputation and profile.   

Network: 

A Gala Awards evening celebrating participants and announcing category winners will offer an excellent oppor-

tunity to grow networks with business leaders across Bayside.  This prestigious event will be held on the 

19th of September at the Sandringham Yacht Club.  

The Bayside Business Excellence Awards recognise the courage, commitment, drive and determination it takes 

to run a business and encourage local businesses to consider being part of this highly regarded Awards pro-

gram.  

Nominations close 30 June 2019 and all details can be found on the Award program website:  

Visit: www.BaysideBusinessAwards.com.au 
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Thank You Letter and Photos 
from Beaumaris Bowls Club 
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Speaker: Trevor McCann  
Topic; Beaumaris Real Estate Market 

 
Trevor  is a Director of Century 21 Bayside Living 1/26 
South Concourse, Beaumaris.  With a Real Estate career 
spanning over 3 decades Trevor has learnt a great deal from 
the highs and lows of the full real estate cycle. 

Trevor established his own Real Estate Agency in Balcombe 
road Mentone in 1994 growing to five offices with almost 50 
staff. 

His extensive experience covers project marketing of large-
scale residential housing sub-divisions for large public and 
private companies, general residential, commercial and In-
dustrial real estate. 

Trevor has lived in Beaumaris almost all his life (1982), and 
now lives with his wife Jen and two boys William and Alex. 

Here are Trevor’s notes from his talk which have been pre-
sented in there entirety: 

Good evening Beaumaris Rotarians my name is TMc and I 
would like to thank you for having me here as your guest 
speaker this evening. 

Tonight, I will talk about the Bayside Real Estate Roller 
Coaster over the last two years and provide you with some 
up to date facts on what has happened in the area and also 
discuss some of the many factors influencing this change. 

I will discuss what this could mean for you if you were con-
sidering a move and the safest way to navigate with caution 
to avoid costly mistakes. 

I will touch on Downsizing, and how to transition from your 
current home to a new home and what to look for when con-
sidering a change. 

My real estate career commenced in 1987 so I have seen 
many ups and downs in the property market. I am fascinated 
by the real estate cycle and always keenly looking for the 
signs and triggers that may influence the property market. 

I am a local resident moving to Beaumaris in 1982, I met my 
wife Jenny at the Beaumaris Hotel and have raised our family 
in the area since then. 

Before we get started a quick Disclaimer: The below is just a 
summary of my observations and my opinions from dealings at 
the Real Estate coal face,  

I’m not providing any investment advice and I’m certainly not 
trying to sell you anything….. So you can all relax! 

How the market has changed in the past 2 Years 

Brief Beaumaris snapshot 

Evidence demonstrates Land values in Beaumaris rose 
and then have fallen (From peak to trough) some 
15% - 20% on a psm rate over the last 2 years  

(based on my analysis of Houses sold at Land value) 

The media quote and rely on information provided by Core 
logic who is a industry provider of sales data, they have report-
ed more modest falls than I have just put to you but there re-
porting is at least 3-6 months behind so more falls will be re-
ported in the coming months as the data filters through. 

I feel that we are close to the floor of the market now but I fear 
the delayed reporting will continue in the media for months to 
come so we as an industry are in for a very tough year. 

Clearance rates in Beaumaris are currently around 35 - 40% 
down from the 80 Plus % of 2017 

To explain the importance of clearance rates as a market indi-
cator we know that 

 at 40% it is a Buyers market,  

 60-70% is a Balanced market, 

 And at Over 80% is a Sellers market (or a boom mar-
ket) 

Properties Advertised for sale has increased from an average 
of 50 properties to today 73 properties 

The time on market is increasing 

The number of homes selling has fallen considerably 

We as Agents noticed a significant adjustment in the market 
going back to this time last year as things seem to have come 
to a grinding halt 

Why has the market changed from the highs   ..No single 
reason but a combination of factors and in In no particular or-
der these are the reasons people tell me the market is in trou-
ble 

The China Factor 

Chinese investors had been motivated to take $$$ out of China 
to avoid families paying Death Taxes, hence the strong motiva-
tion to get the money out of China. 
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Some Chinese developers set up shop here and targeted 
Chinese clients who would happily overpay the market just 
to put their money somewhere out of China. 

As reported Investment property tours from China were or-
ganized to come and visit and purchase a property in new 
developments literally by the bus load. 

This started putting upward pressure on our local markets,  

The property market was racing … 

Chinese Government recognizing the outflow of funds from 
there now slowing economy started to make internal chang-
es. 

They first targeted their banking system to stem the flow of 
funds out of China 

This year China introduced new laws to targeting individuals 
by imposing 5 years prison terms for anyone caught taking 
out the equivalent of 50K  

On the home front 

Australian Govt made changes to Stamp Duty directed at 
targeting the OS Buyers and doubled the cost of stamp duty 
payable from 6% to around 12% 

The Australian Government tightened to noose on the banks 
to crack down on international money laundering. The CBA 
was fined in June last year $700 million dollars which was 
the biggest fine in Australian Corporate history 

The Chinese money started to slow to a now just a trickle 
and we are seeing the impact now; 

It’s worth noting that the Beaumaris market is more insulated 
from the direct influence of the China factor as we are not as 
directly exposed such as areas like say Balwyn, Kew or Box 
Hill. 

ON THE HOME FRONT in Australia 

The Banks and the Royal Commission 

Tightening our financial markets 

Loans harder to obtain with the Banks now looking at loan 
serviceability and how you will meet the repayments and 
moving away from the riskier “Loan to Valuation” ratios 
methods used in the past 

Huge Reduction in the availability of Interest only and In-
vestment loans across the board   

Uncertainty on Interest rates Up/ Down sideways  

NOW on the horizon we have our Federal Election with per-
ceived risks associated with possible changes to Capital 
Gains Tax, & Negative gearing. 

Yesterday in the media the discussion was that Reserve 
Bank thinks that climate change could impact on interest 
rates in the future 

So think about this…. the weather could even affect if your 

grandkids can pay the mortgagee 

OTHER OVERSEAS INFLUENCES THAT ARE CREATING 
UNCERTAINTY ARE 

Donald Trump “say no more” 

Brexit 

Fears and questions, have we reached the top of the Financial 
Stock Markets in China and the US  

Talk about the “PERFECT STORM” All of the above have im-
pacted in a negative way through the media in my opinion 

CONSUMER SENTIMENT DRIVES THE MARKET AND PEO-
PLE ARE BECOMING CONCERNED AND BEING CAUTIOUS 

If the media tell us the market is falling why would you rush in 
to buy today? 

GIVEN THE CURRENT MARKET WE NEED TO TREAD 
WITH CAUTION 

What does this all mean for you….. probably nothing if 
you’re not looking at buying or selling today. 

Its also worth noting if you are buying and selling in the same 
market the effect should be neutral 

In a changing market though if you were thinking about making 
a move you would need to consider doing things a little differ-
ent…. 

Avoiding Costly Mistakes 

Never Buy a home prior to selling (Big Risk) example if you 
purchased at the end of 2017 with the intention of selling in 
March 2018 it would have cost you 100’s of thousands of dol-
lars with a rapid market shift….we have seen this 

When selling never be tempted to sell your home to someone 
“SUBJECT TO SALE” of their home (purchaser now in control) 

Selling your home subject to purchaser obtaining finance now 
requires a lot more investigation (Ask more questions) 

When selling your property always get recent up to date and 
relevant sales evidence not just give your property to the agent 
that offers you the highest price it could cost you time and 
money especially in a tightening market. 

Agents opinions may vary 10-15%, some are super optimists 
and some are more moderate, in a rising market optimist will 
eventually be right but in the current market it could mean your 
exposed to unnecessary risks and costs. 

You need to ask for evidence how have they established their 
opinion 

Its becoming more common to see owners disenchanted and 
changing Agents  

Downsizing is a driving factor in our Beaumaris market 

It’s really important to consider what to look for! 

MUST HAVE:  

Kitchen, Living and Main Bedroom downstairs 
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The only exception is if the property has a lift 

Low maintenance/ modern construction “don’t be tempted by 
the pretty old weather board” 

Consider the construction materials and reputation of the 
builder 

Small Low maintenance gardens and avoid pools 

Able to walk to shops and busses 

Deciding whether to Buy: 

If you see something that’s New or Established its easy; but 
what if you don’t would you consider buying off the plan 
which is now very popular 

Like all things there are advantages and disadvantages 

Some Advantages of buying off the plan 

Stamp duty savings may still be available (if split contracts) 

Customizing internal design changes 

Selection of colors and finishes eg stone benchtops or lami-
nates 

Disadvantages 

More time to move in usually 12-18 months 

May have to rent in the interim 

Need to ensure your dealing with a reputable builder so you 
know what you are buying 

Payment methods for OTP vary from a 5%- 10% deposit at 
the beginning and the balance at completion 

To  

A land settlement at the beginning and progress payments 
through the build 

A question we often get is; How do we transition from 
our current home to a new home 

My advice 

Sell first, then buy when you have an unconditional contract 
and you know what your sale proceeds are then buy with 
confidence as a cash buyer and negotiate hard 

The risk is you may need to rent short term (Really this is 
not a problem) 

Or  

Sell on a longer settlement say 120-180 days, and give 
yourself more time to buy 

Another common question is whether to sell by Private Sale 
or Auction 

Agents generally want you to Auction 

30-day sales process with an end date. 

Recognizing its now a buyer’s market this is not a straight 
for question 

Depends on the seller’s circumstances 

Making sure you pick what’s best for you NOT what the agent 

wants you to do 

Private Sale campaign can take a little longer but keeps you in 
control of the process 

Advantages of Auction: Unconditional Sale, No Cooling Off 
Period, Set End Date 

Advantages of Private Sale: should be minimal stress, you stay 
in control of process 

If I was selling today in Bayside, I would choose a Private Sale 

In closing I see the Bayside Property Market having a very 
bright future with good news on the horizon 

Melbourne is Australia fastest growing city and is consistently 
voted “The Most Livable City in the World.” 

We would all agree that we are spoilt to live in Bayside which 
is certainly one of the most livable parts of Melbourne. 

And Beaumaris with its unique beachside lifestyle will always 
be in strong demand 

I hope you gained some useful information from my brief talk 
this evening,  

If anyone ever has in questions, feel free to drop in and see 
me at our office in the Concourse at any time or just give me a 
call. 

 

Roy Seager stepping up to collect another 
Paul Harris Fellow award 



 

 

237 Bay Road,      
Cheltenham VIC 3192 

03 8535 7980  
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For details about the latest travel deals follow this link:   https://destinationhq.com.au/luxury/ 
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1.5% of any travel bookings from Beaumaris Rotary Club Members,  
family and friends at Destination HQ Beaumaris will be returned to the 

Beaumaris Rotary Club at the end of the year. 
 

PLEASE make the consultant aware that you’re from the Rotary Club at 
the beginning of the booking.   This ensures that the booking is tracked 

and  
reported back to their admin at the time. 

Special Notice From Destination HQ 
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RCOB Club Structure 2018 – 2019   
 
RCOB Board     Club Service & Administration 
President Heather Chisholm   Almoners  Jan Cooper/Roy Downes 
Secretary Roy Seager   Archivist    TBA    
Treasurer Lynda Doutch   Arts Community Liaison Max Darby 
President Elect David Hone   Assistant Treasurer James Glenwright 
Past President Chris D’Arcy   Attendance & Dining David Hone 
Community Chris Werner   Auditor   Tony Phillips 
International John Sime   Club Photographer Max Darby 
Youth  Chris Martin   Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 

Communications   David Lea/Adrian Culshaw 

Community – Chris Werner Chair   Fellowship & Vocational Trish/Kerrie/Mary Cunnington 
John Beaty Adrian Culshaw   Foundation  John Beaty 
Mary Cunnington   Max Darby   Light Bulb Moment Martin Fothergill 
Roy Downes Martin Fothergill   Marketing & PR  Peter Flude/Greg Every 
Kerrie Geard Chris Mara   Membership  Tony Phillips/Megan Glenwright 
Tony Phillips Mary Sealy   On to Conference   Chris D’Arcy 
      Program    Kerrie Geard/Adrian Culshaw 

International – John Sime Chair   Social Media  Adrian Culshaw/Mary Sealy 
Fred Hofmann John Manks 

Ken Mirams Robert McArthur   Bayside Charity Golf Day - Martin Fothergill Chair  
Ross Phillips Clem Quick   Peter Flude  James Glenwright 
Richard Potter Gail Anderson   Richard Jones  Jim O’Brien 

Youth – Chris Martin Chair   Tony Phillips  Lynda Doutch 
Jan Cooper Bridget Hage  

Lois Lindsay Tony McKenna   District Service – Trish Smyth Chair 
Antony Nixon David Rushworth   District Compliance Officer  Ken Mirams 
Malcolm Sawle Vivienne Zoppolato  District Membership Trish Smyth  
       

Indigenous – David Hone Chair   Farmers Market – Bridget Hage Co-ordinator 
Adrian Culshaw Lynda Doutch   Greg Every  Peter Flude 
Martin Fothergill Chris Mara   Wolf Fritze  Charmaine Jansz 
Robert McArthur (Trachoma)   Chris Mara  Ken Mirams 
      Geoff Stringer  Vivienne Zoppolato 

Amazing Nature 
 
This Photo was tak-
en at our Property at 
Main Ridge. It is a 
Fungus or Mush-
room which grew on 
a tree stump.  In my 
opinion it looks like 
the face of the late 
President Richard 
Nixon.  It was 
formed by Nature 
with no human inter-
ference  
 
Fred Hofmann 


