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Next Meetings 
 

THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY 

TOPIC: DOWNSIZING OR RENOVATION 

SPEAKER: FRANCES COSWAY -  

WHITE PEBBLES 

CHAIR: TBA 

AV: BRIDGET HAGE 

CASH DESK: MARY SEALY & TBA 

 

 

THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 

ST VALENTINES DAY - QUIZ AND MYSTERY GUEST,  

CHAIR ADRIAN CULSHAW,  

AV GREG EVERY,  

CASH DESK VIV ZOPPOLATO & CHRIS MARA  

 

 

SATURDAY / SUNDAY 16 / 17 FEBRUARY 

MULTI—DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 
 

THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY 
JOINT MEETING WITH BRIGHTON @ BRIGHTON 

VENUE: MILANOS, 4 ESPLANADE, BRIGHTON VIC 3186  
DETAILS TBA  

2018—2019 

Serving the Community since 1985 

President’s Report 
 
Two of our own members, 
Jim O’Brien and Tony Phil-
lips, entertained us with 
stories from their life expe-
riences and the voluntary 
work, which eventually led 
them to join Rotary, Jim in 
Feb 1994 and Tony in Oct 
2002.  We acknowledge 
the enormous contribution 
that both men have given 

to our Club.      

The Mirboo North BRAGG 
weekend weather was hot 
and steamy on the golf 
course, but the hospitality was warm and friendly as usual.  
Trish S and Mary C did a fantastic job to make sure that every 
detail was covered, and we had plenty of time for fun and food 

and fellowship. 

This Thursday night we will be learning how to downsize, a 
topic relevant to us all, and a good opportunity for a partners’ 
night.  Our guest speaker Frances Cosway is from White Peb-

ble Interiors https://www.whitepebbleinteriors.com.au. 

 

Mirboo North Weekend 

23 Rotarians, partners and friends had a great time at the Mirboo 

North 1st Tee Motel, from Friday afternoon until Sunday midday. 

Malcolm and James snuck in an extra round on Friday afternoon, we 
all enjoyed the included meal at the Club House on Friday night, and 
there was certainly enough food brought for the BBQ on Saturday 
night. the golf course is beautiful Australian bush, so was a pleasure 
to drive or walk around. Mary Cunnington organised the competition 
very ably and organised suitable prizes for the best on day. Megan 

Glenwright was the Mirboo North golf weekend overall winner.  
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Unless stated otherwise venue is  
Victoria Golf Club 6.30 for 7.00 
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Beaumaris History Project Update 
 
Since arriving back in Victoria in December, visiting 
Rotarian Liz Millman has been picking up the threads 
of finding organisations here with an interest in linking 
with organisations in the town of Beaumaris in North 

Wales.  

Now an interesting opportunity has been created to tell 
the story of “Beaumaris: Then and Now” with an exhibi-

tion in Beaumaris Library before Easter.  

Liz is a member of Sandringham Historical Society and 
has their full support. She also has support from au-
thor, Graeme Disney who regularly gives talks on local 
history. Local schools have also expressed an interest-

ed in getting involved.  

Liz would like to know if any Beaumaris Rotarians 
would be interested to help by either joining in the 
Working Group she is setting up to pull together items 
and information for the exhibition, or telling her some of 

our local or family stories.  

Liz is also asking if anyone has any unwanted books or 
DVDs with local history interest, Australian novels and 
or non fiction books about Australia to ship over to the 

Library in Beaumaris in North Wales to create an “ Aus-

tralian Links” Collection.  

Liz’s interests have led her to create a social enterprise 
based in Wales, called “Learning Links International” 
which focuses on exploring the stories of Colonialisation. 
She works with a range of academics and community 
research volunteers, to explore stories and links, and also 
with poets and schools to tell the stories of our shared 

histories.  

Beaumaris in North Wales has an ancient Courthouse 
where convicts were sentenced to transportation and held 
in the massive old jail in the town prior to and after sen-
tence. Liz is working with the local historical society there 
to explore more about the stories of those transported to 

Australia.  

Liz can be contacted by email lizmillman@yahoo.co.uk or 
phone her on 0412970050 or catch her to talk to at one of 

our meetings. 
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SANDYBEACH CENTRE GENERAL BOARD MEMBER – OPPORTUNITIES. 
 

Are you looking to make a stronger connection with the community?   
Interested in joining the board of the Sandybeach Centre in Sandringham? 
 

Sandybeach Community Co-operative Society Limited trades as Sandybeach 
Centre and is owned and managed by the community under the stewardship of a 
seven-member Board of Directors, all of whom are volunteers.  Sandybeach Cen-
tre is community driven organisation providing varied learning opportunities, cul-
tural activities and support services to enhance the quality of life of Bayside, King-
ston and Glen Eira residents.  The Centre is a not-for-profit entity with community 
shareholders. No dividends are paid to shareholders. 
 

This is a voluntary role and the ideal candidate should have a high level of com-
mitment and be passionate about making a positive difference within the commu-
nity.  The Directors are responsible for board portfolios; business viability, finance, 
governance, legal matters, and strategic planning.   
 
Board members are not required to be involved in day-to-day operations but 
should be aware of the activities, services and programs provided by the organisa-
tion. 
 
Your skills will help Sandybeach Centre grow and evolve and support the wider 
Bayside community 
 

Additional requirements: 
A Police Check is run on all staff and volunteers. 
 
Time Required: 
Our board meetings occur monthly and run for approximately 2 hours. This is nor-
mally in the evening of the fourth Tuesday of the month with the AGM held in 
March. 
 
Expressions of interest:  
Please contact Andrea Fennessy on 9598 2155 or  
andrea.fennessy@sandybeach.org.au   
 
Alternatively contact Chris D’Arcy on 0412 547899 for more information. 
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This Week’s Speakers: Jim O'Brien and  
Tony Phillips 
 
Topic: Why I Joined Rotary 

Jim O’Brien 

I found it thought provoking when Kerrie rang and asked me 
to talk about “Why did I join Rotary.”  It did set me thinking 
what led me to joining Rotary 25 years ago.  Basically, it had 
its beginning 53 years ago.  At the age of 22, I was living in 
Cairns in North Queensland.  By chance I was a member of 
the Cairns Club and through an associate there, I was invit-
ed to come to an Apex meeting.  I was used to club mem-
bership having been a Young Liberal at 19 but I have to ad-
mit at age 22, I did not know what Apex was or what it did.  
On the face of it, it was a social club for males aged be-
tween 18 and 40 although I understand that age has now 
raised to 45.  I can also confess that at 22 I did not have any 
ambition to be part of a volunteer organisation.   Just as an 
aside, Apex, as most will know, began in Geelong in the 
1930’s when three friends, all architects, tried to join Rotary 
but were rejected due to the one occupation per club rule 
that existed at the time.  They went on to set up Apex and 
saw a significant expansion across Australia in the following 
years.  Apex clubs were especially strong in country areas 
but sadly in recent years, their numbers have dwindled 
somewhat. 

The Apex Club of Cairns was quite active with about 30 
members, mostly clerks, bank officers, tradies and, as I re-
call few, if any, executives.  They did not have much empha-
sis on fund raising as their community work was pretty much 
hands on.  As Apexians, we were more likely to mow lawns 
and clean up some pensioner’s yard, pick up rubbish in the 
local park and so on.  At Christmas in the year I joined, we 
donated toys for some children’s refuge somewhere in 
Cairns and always after such work we enjoyed the fellow-
ship of the team at the Imperial Hotel.  Sometimes it was 
hard work in Cairns heat, but I came to realise there is a 
certain satisfaction in helping those who need assistance 

and that Apex stood for community contribution, it was not just 
a social club.   

By early 1967, Jude and I were engaged, and life was really 
good.  Then came a shock out of the blue, a job transfer for 
me.  At the time, Jude and I didn’t realise it would become a 
regular feature of life to come.  I was transferred to Dalby on 
the Darling Downs where I was to spend a lot of time travelling 
for work in western Queensland.  There simply wasn’t enough 
time for a community based club. 

Three transfers and a marriage later, Jude and I ended up in 
Bundaberg.  By now I was a branch manager and dealing with 
a lot of businesses in the town.  One of the business owners, 
in due course, invited me to a Lions dinner.  It was a large club 
with perhaps 60/70 members.  After a couple of meetings, I 
was inducted as a Lion.  The club had many business execu-
tives and fortunately I knew several of them which made for an 
easy introduction to the club.  However, I think I went to maybe 
2 meetings when I was transferred yet again, this time to Ips-
wich near Brisbane.  Having moved so quickly, I needed to 
mail my resignation letter to the Lions Club.  I dictated it to my 
secretary and simply signed the thing without much proof read-
ing.  Imagine my embarrassment a week or so later to receive 
a letter from the Rotary Club of Bundaberg telling me they had 
forwarded my letter on to Lions.  The Lions club acknowledged 
the letter and levied a fine! 

Three transfers later, Jude and I were in Geelong.  As the 
branch manager, I dealt with many businesses in Geelong and 
after three years I was invited to attend a Kiwanis meeting by 
one of the people I dealt with, Owen Graham, a respected 
member of the business community and one of the coterie of 
Geelong Football Club.  Kiwanis clubs are very similar to Rota-
ry.  Fund raising was important and contributed to their dona-
tions to various charities and or community organisations.  I did 
like Kiwanis and the members there made me very welcome.  
Unfortunately, my career stepped in again and within months 
we were transferred yet again this time to Melbourne. 

I intended to transfer my Kiwanis membership as there was at 
the time a club in Carrum.  However, with a house to renovate, 
a job which at one stage took me to Sydney regularly with kids 
starting school/kindergarten and later a business to establish, 
service clubs were not on my horizon.  However, involvement 
with the school led to my election to school council for three 
years.  I was part of the fund-raising team at the kindergarten, 
coordinator of the Beauie school fete one year, on the father’s 
maintenance team for several years and finally treasurer of 
Beauie Sea Scouts for some years.  All of this covered those 
years the kids were at school and it seemed to me these activi-
ties were a way of getting to know the people in our community 
and lending a hand when you can. 

Finally, in 1993, my great friend, the late David Browne said, 
“you are coming to Rotary”.  It was Geoff Abbotts year and 
there was a membership drive on at the time and so I attended 
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my first meeting at the RSL and was instantly impressed 
with the members of the club.  There were then about 45 
plus members and you could not help but like them.  They 
had something of a renegade reputation with one DG de-
scribing some of them as that bunch of rascals at the back 
of the room.  Nevertheless, they did some great things in the 
local community and I felt honoured to be asked to join 
them. 

So why did I join Rotary?  I joined because 53 years ago I 
learnt it is not hard to be involved in an organisation or a 
community when those who need help or assistance, put 
their hand up.  Just like you and thousands of other Rotari-
ans, I can find the time to be part of a group that has done 
some wonderful things for its local and international commu-
nity and the bonus is, with this club, you get the chance to 
do it with people whose company you enjoy and whose 
friendship Jude and I cherish. 

 

Tony Phillips  
 

Tony spoke about his experiences in other Community 
Groups which led to him joining Beaumaris Rotary later in 
life.  In the mid-seventies he and Jill had returned from a two 
year term with Price Waterhouse in Fiji and had bought a 
house in Waverly.  One Saturday morning when he was 
walking through a local shopping centre he was accosted by 
a couple of guys who proceeded to tell him about an organi-
sation called Jaycees.  They explained that the organisa-
tion’s full name was the Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
they were a Community Organisation with a male member-
ship of members who were between the ages of 18 to 40.  
Being in his early thirties Tony fitted the criteria and was 
intrigued by what they had to say so went along to a meet-
ing, liked what he saw and quickly became a member. 
It turned out to be one of the best decisions of his life.  Not 
only did he meet, and learn from, some of the leading young 
managers of the day but his membership was also quickly 
recognised by his employee and Tony was appointed to a 
new Committee that was being set up to market the ac-
counting firm.  He joked that it took Price Waterhouse about 
2 years to realise that appointing six accountants to be a 
marketing committee was never going to have any great 
outcomes but in that time there was plenty of interstate trav-
el, staying in the best hotels and dining in the top restau-
rants. 
Jaycees was very focused on leadership development and 
public speaking and debating played an important part within 
the organisation.  The group also took on major community 
activities such as organising and running carnivals and life 
be in it activities.  They also took youth groups, such as 
Queen Scouts, on weekends in camps for leadership train-
ing programs.  Tony explained that Jaycees was a very 
competitive environment with candidates for President of the 
club expected to run presidential campaigns in the American 
tradition.  They also had to compete with other clubs at Dis-

trict Conventions to win the right to host future Conventions 
and his club were successful in winning the right to organise 
and run a Convention which was to be held in Rosebud.  Un-
fortunately before Tony could get into the planning of this exer-
cise he had a career change and this took him away from Mel-
bourne to the Western Districts. 
As Finance Manager of a Dairy Company, Tony was based in 
Colac, where the dominant community group was Apex.  Simi-
lar to Jaycees in some ways this was also an organisation for 
males between the ages of 18 to 40 but Australian Based.  The 
big difference was that the club had a large group of trades-
men and fundraising and Community activity often centred on 
building things.  A holiday house was built in Wye River and 
the funds raised from selling it used for charitable purposes.  
The club also built the Colac Information Centre which is still in 
use today, a fine building on the entrance to the town.  Tony 
got his chance with Apex to help run a Convention when the 
club won the right to host one in Lorne for 800 delegates.  Two 
circus tents were obtained and erected on the Foreshore, one 
for the dining and the other for the band and dance floor.  To-
ny’s job was to find accommodation for all the delegates and 
he explained that he successfully found places for about 760 of 
them but there are about 40 people from Ballarat who will nev-
er speak to him again. 
Tony finished his time with Apex about a year before he left 
Colac because he had reached the fine old age of 40.  It was 
fifteen years before he thought about joining another Commu-
nity based organisation.  He had met a member of Beaumaris 
Rotary, John Aldridge, who worked with the Australian Dairy 
Corporation and he asked John if he could come along to a 
meeting.  John explained that he had just resigned from the 
club because of work pressures but he was happy to take him 
along to a meeting.  Unfortunately John sadly passed away a 
few years after leaving the club. 

 

Tony quickly realised that he had found another great club, 
similar in many ways to those he had been involved with previ-
ously.  His main reasons for joining were that he enjoys meet-
ing good people, and they don’t get any better than Rotary 
members, loves having an involvement with the Community he 
lives in and finds working in teams, and using the combined 
skills and experience that have been developed over the years 
to achieve things, that benefit the Community very rewarding.  
His motto within organisations is that “If you say you are going 
to do it, DO IT”.  Don’t be a gunna (gunna do this, gunna do 
that but never getting round to it) and he has tried to live by 
that motto in his time with every Community Organisation he 
has been involved in. 
 

 

 



 

 

237 Bay Road,      
Cheltenham VIC 3192 

03 8535 7980  
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For details about the latest travel deals follow this link:   https://destinationhq.com.au/luxury/ 
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RCOB Club Structure 2018 – 2019   
 
RCOB Board     Club Service & Administration 
President Heather Chisholm   Almoners  Jan Cooper/Roy Downes 
Secretary Roy Seager   Archivist    TBA    
Treasurer Lynda Doutch   Arts Community Liaison Max Darby 
President Elect David Hone   Assistant Treasurer James Glenwright 
Past President Chris D’Arcy   Attendance & Dining David Hone 
Community Chris Werner   Auditor   Tony Phillips 
International John Sime   Club Photographer Max Darby 
Youth  Chris Martin   Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 

Communications   David Lea/Adrian Culshaw 

Community – Chris Werner Chair   Fellowship & Vocational Trish/Kerrie/Mary Cunnington 
John Beaty Adrian Culshaw   Foundation  John Beaty 
Mary Cunnington   Max Darby   Light Bulb Moment Martin Fothergill 
Roy Downes Martin Fothergill   Marketing & PR  Peter Flude/Greg Every 
Kerrie Geard Chris Mara   Membership  Tony Phillips/Megan Glenwright 
Tony Phillips Mary Sealy   On to Conference   Chris D’Arcy 
      Program    Kerrie Geard/Adrian Culshaw 

International – John Sime Chair   Social Media  Adrian Culshaw/Mary Sealy 
Fred Hofmann John Manks 

Ken Mirams Robert McArthur   Bayside Charity Golf Day - Martin Fothergill Chair  
Ross Phillips Clem Quick   Peter Flude  James Glenwright 
Richard Potter     Richard Jones  Jim O’Brien 

Youth – Chris Martin Chair   Tony Phillips  Lynda Doutch 
Jan Cooper Bridget Hage  

Lois Lindsay Tony McKenna   District Service – Trish Smyth Chair 
Antony Nixon David Rushworth   District Compliance Officer  Ken Mirams 
Malcolm Sawle Vivienne Zoppolato  District Membership Trish Smyth  
       

Indigenous – David Hone Chair   Farmers Market – Bridget Hage Co-ordinator 
Adrian Culshaw Lynda Doutch   Greg Every  Peter Flude 
Martin Fothergill Chris Mara   Wolf Fritze  Charmaine Jansz 
Robert McArthur (Trachoma)   Chris Mara  Ken Mirams 
      Geoff Stringer  Vivienne Zoppolato 

ICE CAVE 
A hiker explores 
an ice cave in 
Iceland. The 
cave is in 
Vatnajökull glac-
ier, the largest 
glacier in Eu-
rope. 
PHOTOGRAPH 
BY RAFFAELE 
CABRAS, NA-
TIONAL GEO-
GRAPHIC 
YOUR SHOT  


