
 

 

In Gear    
R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  B E A U M A R I S  W E E K L Y  B U L L E T I N  Number 3 16 July 2018 

 

Next Meetings 
 

THURSDAY 19 JULY 

BASTILLE DAY QUIZ  BY ADRIAN CULSHAW 

CHAIR: MARY CUNNINGTON 

AV: KEN MIRAMS 

CASH DESK: BRIDGET HAGE & KERRIE GEARD 

 

THURSDAY 26 JULY 

SPEAKER: TONY MONLEY  

TOPIC: ROTARY FOUNDATION 

CHAIR: JOHN BEATY 

AV: GREG EVERY 

CASH DESK: MEGAN GLENWRIGHT & ROY DOWNES 

 

THURSDAY 2 AUGUST 

SPEAKER: KEN GOODING 

TOPIC: PANTRY 5000 

SPEAKER: LYNDA DOUCH 

AV: GREG EVERY 

CASH DESK: LYNDA DOUTCH & PETER FLUDE 

 

THURSDAY 9 AUGUST 

SPEAKER: PETER  STACKPOLE  

TOPIC: VGC 

CHAIR: TONY PHIILIPS 

AV: GREG EVERY 

CASH DESK: MARTIN FOTHERGILL & CHRIS MARTIN 

2018—2019 

Serving the Community since 1985 

President’s Report 

Our guest speaker on Thursday night, Dr. Adrian Bertolini, has 
had an interesting and varied career, from engineer to Senior 
Lecturer in Aerospace Engineering, to founding his own con-
sultancy to make a difference to schools.  He now works 
across Australia and will be running three conferences to spark 
careers in STEM for girls (Science Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics). 

Some of the main issues discussed at our first Board meeting 
for this Rotary year (held last Tuesday night) were: 

 Farmers Market Insurance update 

 Our club will be working together with Hampton Rotary 
on the Primary Schools Speech Project   

 Our club's participation in 88.3 Southern FM Rotary 
Community Radio Project 

 The Art of Kakadu will be permanently displayed at 
Without Pier Gallery 

 General discussion about projected estimates of budget-
ed outgoings which were broadly acceptable 

 David Hone is now Chairman of the District Indigenous 
Support Committee 

 Date for AGM set for 22nd November 
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Unless stated otherwise venue is  
Victoria Golf Club 6.30 for 7.00 



 

 

 Good progress with bookings for our new RMGC 
event 

The Farmers Market got off to a chilly start on Saturday, 
but when the sun broke through the shoppers started ar-
riving.  Our collectors at the gates were kept busy and the 
queue at the BBQ was constant.  The Art of Kakadu raffle 
not only raised awareness for Trachoma but also raised 
over $500.  Thanks to Bridget and her hardworking team 
of volunteers, a great result and a great start to our fund-
raising year. 

This Thursday’s meeting will be a partner’s night at VGC.  
To celebrate Bastille Day, the theme will be French.  Adri-
an Culshaw and his team have planned a fun packed 
evening, including the Bastille Day Quiz.  So, polish up on 
little known French facts, and wear your best and finest 
French couture or World Cup Soccer attire if you wish.  
There will be plenty of prizes to be won.   

Art of Kakadu Raffle Winner 

Yuilia Robertson won 
the raffle at Farmers 
market.  Her son is a 
student at Beaumaris 
North Primary.  
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237 Bay Road,      
Cheltenham VIC 3192 

03 8535 7980  
  

Yours in Rotary   
Heather 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Bulfin is an Australian author based in Melbourne. 
The former investment banker turned undercover DEA 

agent has written a novel based on his extraordinary, al-
most unbelievable, life working Undercover. 

Keith will be a keynote speaker at: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 11th October 2018 
Victoria Golf Club. 

This is a partners and guests night. 
 

Bookings are essential. 
Contact Robert McArthur 

bobmcarthur@hotkey.net.au 



 

 

It was 1982 and it was awesome.  You have to remember there 
was no internet then.  It hadn’t been invented.  This was the 
beginning of the home computer age.  I taught myself to code, 
design and play my own games, and even upgrade my own 
computer.  Playing around with all this stuff had me get inter-
ested in Science and Maths and the Technology side of school. 

I ended up doing really well at school & decided to do a Sci-
ence & Engineering double degree at University – the first per-
son in my family to ever go to Uni.  I didn’t really know what 
they would lead to but I thought they would give me the most 
options. 

It was tough – I didn’t do so well in my first couple of years but 
gradually got better.  Again, I liked the design subjects the 
most and ended up doing Computer Science and Mechanical 
Engineering.  We worked on designing safer gyrocopters, solv-
ing real life mechanical problems, and so on. 

I liked it so much that I ended up doing a PhD – which brought 
my computer skills and mechanical design skills together.  Dur-
ing this time I was involved in consulting and solving real world 
problems 

 Forensic law case where the tray on a truck collapsed 
and drove the driver through the front windscreen - was 
it a design fault? 

 Redesigning engine mounts in cars to save weight 

 Solving vibration problems for other cars 

I ended up getting a lecturer job in Aerospace Engineering at 
RMIT that led me to be involved in a wide range of projects and 
teams – including spending time in the US bringing back the 
Cubesat idea which is now taking off in University.  Mates of 
mine were involved in the design of the A380 wings, the Olym-
pic superbike that broke multiple world records, and so on.  I 
even had students design cool things – like missions to Mars, 
and so on 

My job at RMIT involved me in being the department’s Selec-
tion Officer and the first-year coordinator.  The thing was – I 
noticed that we continually lost around 20-30% of students in 
the first year and 50% over the course of the degrees.  This 
bugged me, so I decided to do something about it.   

I started shifting the way I taught so rather than just delivering 
lectures I included a lot more problem solving in class and pro-
jects right from the get go.  The students hated it initially be-
cause they could go to another lecture and be told this is what 
they need to know and what is on the exam. 

I eventually hit upon the idea of having the students develop 
learning materials as part of their assessment.  When they had 
the opportunity to creatively explain a concept or demonstrate 
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Speaker: Dr Adrian Bertolini 

Topic: Intuyu Consulting  

Here is Adrian’s story in his own words:  

 To share the story of my journey to be an engineer and 
then founding my own educational consultancy 

 To share the idea behind the “It Takes a Spark” Confer-
ences 

 To invite Rotary to contribute to donate funds to support 
Low SES and Regional students to attend 

I grew up in Noble Park and Dandenong.   Home of the Apex 
Gang and in my day … the 3174 gang that you hear in the 
news.  So, it was quite a tough area.  Dad was a tradie and 
mum ran a small business from home.  We never had much 
growing up I remember wearing a lot of hand-me downs espe-
cially from my older brother.  I played footy in winter (mostly in 
the seconds) and did athletics in the summer 

One of the things I liked doing with my brothers growing up 
was pulling old things apart to figure out how they worked: 
Watches, toasters, bikes stuff like that.  I wasn’t so good at 
putting watches and clocks back together, but we mostly were 
able to fix our bikes 

I used to muck around at school (my reports said I was talka-
tive in class) but did pretty well.  I especially liked the subjects 
where we could figure stuff out.  When I was in Year 9 a mate 
of mine at football showed me his new toy – a handheld com-
puter.  By the following year (with my parents help) I spent 
$1000 to buy my own.  A Tandy Model 3 with 48k ram and a 
cassette player to load programs into it.   



 

 

and the energy crisis. 

People said it was the best conference on STEM they had ever 
been to.  And the kids were stoked. 

This year we decided to up the game and target girls in 
STEAM 

From my experience and from the research girls tend to turn of 
Science and Maths from around the age of 9 (around Grade 3 - 
4).  It’s a gradual decline but a range of cultural effects start to 
convince them that they can’t.  Having a daughter myself I 
have skin in the game 

We applied for a federal Women in STEM grant to run 3 con-
ferences for girls in Brisbane, Melbourne and Perth.  All hosted 
by schools and run by steering committees made up of teach-
ers from government, catholic and independent sectors. 

Our goal was to be that spark for students AND teachers of 
girls.  To ignite new ideas, new possibilities, new thinking in 
schools.  We want to develop the confidence of girls by having 
them present and see what they can do.  There is nothing else 
out there that empowers girls and their teachers like this. 

The funding was going to be used to cover the amount of work 
it takes to get the three conferences up and going as well as 
provide scholarships for students & teachers from low socioec-
onomic and regional schools 

And here is the crux – despite scoring highly we didn’t get the 
funding.  Even worse – they took until mid-May to announce 
the results which meant we missed out on all other potential 
funding sources. 

And this is why I am approaching Rotary.  We have had sever-
al expressions of interest from schools wondering if we provide 
subsidized attendance.  This includes a specialist school who 
deals with students who have disabilities. 

Our fees for the conference aren’t high and basically cover 
catering, insurance, printing, website, etc.  $33 for students, 
$195 for teachers and $110 for presenters.  Other STEM con-
ferences charge around $400 - $1000 for one day. 

The sponsors we are getting are providing in-kind materials 
that we are giving to the presenters. 

What we are looking for is any funding you can give that we 
can provide directly to subsidize students and potentially teach-
ers to attend.   

 

R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  B E A U M A R I S  B U L L E T I N –  S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 8 5      

Page 4 

their knowledge things took off. 

After 5 years I realized it was too late to be doing this at Uni 
and I left.  I ended up working for a not-for-profit where I ran 
the ruMAD program (“are you making a difference”).  This 
showed young people how they could create projects to make 
a difference in their communities.  Absolutely fantastic program 
and it sparked many new life journeys for some of those kids. 

We used to run Youth Ambassador Conferences as part of that 
program where kids came together and shared the amazing 
things they were up to around Victoria 

Problem was that because we were an external organization 
coming into a school nothing would embed because teachers 
were not at the heart of it.  And this is when I founded my edu-
cational consultancy – to teach teachers how to do it.  That 
was 11 years ago and now we work around Australia on a 
range of initiatives – including shifting cultures in schools, de-
veloping leadership, and coaching school leaders. 

My point in sharing all of that with you is that that whole journey 
really was sparked by two things 

 Sitting down next to a guy with an early hand-held com-
puter at umpire training when I was 15 

 And a great Year 11 teacher a year later 

It is often those small moments that make a difference in 
someone’s life.   

So last year I thought – how can I spark that in kids around 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)?  So, we 
created the Youth Entrepreneurs and STEAM conference 
which was wonderfully hosted by Scotch College.   

It was fabulous.  We had Dr Erin Mills from Monash sharing 
about using VR to ease anxious kids in hospital.  A 24 yr old 
eduTECH founder talking about having kids send cubesat sat-
ellites into space.  And a Year 11 student sharing about Art and 
Science. 

We had students running workshops and sharing their projects.  
We had teachers sharing what they did with other teachers.  
We had problem solving design challenges where teams 
solved problems dealing with homelessness, the loss of bees, 
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 RCOB Club Structure 2018 – 2019   
 
RCOB Board     Club Service & Administration 
President Heather Chisholm   Almoners  Jan Cooper/Roy Downes 
Secretary Roy Seager   Archivist    TBA    
Treasurer Lynda Doutch   Arts Community Liaison Max Darby 
President Elect David Hone   Assistant Treasurer James Glenwright 
Past President Chris D’Arcy   Attendance & Dining David Hone 
Community Chris Werner   Auditor   Tony Phillips 
International John Sime   Club Photographer Max Darby 
Youth  Chris Martin   Club Protection Officer Ken Mirams 

Communications   David Lea/Adrian Culshaw 

Community – Chris Werner Chair   Fellowship & Vocational Trish/Kerrie/Mary Cunnington 
John Beaty Adrian Culshaw   Foundation  John Beaty 
Mary Cunnington   Max Darby   Light Bulb Moment Martin Fothergill 
Roy Downes Martin Fothergill   Marketing & PR  Peter Flude/Greg Every 
Kerrie Geard Chris Mara   Membership  Tony Phillips/Megan Glenwright 
Tony Phillips Mary Sealy   On to Conference   Chris D’Arcy 
      Program    Kerrie Geard/Adrian Culshaw 

International – John Sime Chair   Social Media  Adrian Culshaw/Mary Sealy 
Fred Hofmann John Manks 

Ken Mirams Robert McArthur   Bayside Charity Golf Day - Martin Fothergill Chair  
Ross Phillips Clem Quick   Peter Flude  James Glenwright 
Richard Potter     Richard Jones  Jim O’Brien 

Youth – Chris Martin Chair   Tony Phillips  Lynda Doutch 
Jan Cooper Bridget Hage  

Lois Lindsay Tony McKenna   District Service – Trish Smyth Chair 
Antony Nixon David Rushworth   District Compliance Officer  Ken Mirams 
Malcolm Sawle Vivienne Zoppolato  District Membership Trish Smyth  
       

Indigenous – David Hone Chair   Farmers Market – Bridget Hage Co-ordinator 
Adrian Culshaw Lynda Doutch   Greg Every  Peter Flude 
Martin Fothergill Chris Mara   Wolf Fritze  Charmaine Jansz 
Robert McArthur (Trachoma)   Chris Mara  Ken Mirams 
      Geoff Stringer  Vivienne Zoppolato 

THE APOSTLES 
 
These limestone 
towers off the 
coast of Victoria, 
Australia, are 
known as the 
Twelve Apostles.  
It's a bit of a mis-
nomer, though—
there are only 
eight, after a ninth 
collapsed in  
2005. PHOTO-
GRAPH BY G. 
HUANG, NATION-
AL GEOGRAPHIC 
YOUR SHOT  


