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Next Meetings

Presidents Report
In case you were wondering, they do serve cucumber sandwiches at Government House. On Tuesday, Heather
Chisholm, David Hone, Peter Flude and I joined 900 other Victorian Rotarians at The Governor’s afternoon reception for visiting RI President Ian Riseley and Juliet Riseley. The Governor acknowledged the important work done by Victorian Rotary
clubs in supporting their local and wider communities.

THURSDAY 22 MARCH
SPEAKER: JAN SIGLEY
TOPIC: RECYCLED SOUND
CHAIR: ANTONY NIXON
AV: DAVID HONE
CASH DESK: KERRIE GEARD & FRED HOFMANN

Please look out for the e mail inviting you to participate in our
In Gear survey via Survey Monkey. It really does only take
about 5 minutes to complete and the feedback will help us ensure that In Gear remains a relevant and effective communications platform. We will be closing the survey and collating the
results on Tuesday 20th March.

THURSDAY 29 MARCH
FELLOWSHIP
BEAUMARIS SPORTS CLUB
68 OAK STREET, BEAUMARIS
6:15 PM FOR TOUR AND DINNER
PAY AT VENUE
THURSDAY 5 APRIL
SPEAKER: MELISSA KING
TOPIC: PARKINSONS VICTORIA
CHAIR: MALCOLM SAWLE
AV: DAVID LEA
CASH DESK: CHARMAINE JANSZ & BOB MCARTHUR
THURSDAY 12 APRIL
SPEAKER: PETE SMITH
TOPIC: CHANNEL 9 PRESENTER
CHAIR: GREG EVERY
AV: KEN MIRAMS
CASH DESK: TONY MCKENNA & JIM O'BRIEN

Our speaker on Thursday was Mary Rimington from the Mordialloc and Beaumaris Conservation League. The league is focused on the health of our creeks, wetlands and coast and
preserving them for future generations. As I think we will find
out when he visits in May, this is a cause close to our Mayor’s
heart. If you did not pick up a copy of the MBCL booklet
“Coast & Creek” you can down load a PDF at:
http://www.mbcl.org.au/coast-creek-booklet/
The Rotary Club of Hampton have invited us to join them to
hear a special guest speaker Jacyl Shaw talking about digital
innovation under the title “A new birthplace for the ideas
boom”. It is at Milanos Brighton Beach, 6.30 for 7.00 on Tues-

Unless stated otherwise venue is
Victoria Golf Club 6.30 for 7.00
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day 27th March. Cost is $22, we can pay on the night. If
you would like to go let me know by the end of Thursday
22nd and I will add you to the Beaumaris list.
We will then be having an informal meeting at the new
Beaumaris Sports Club on Thursday 29th March. Megan
has circulated details and a signup sheet for this.
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The money raised will be used to fund the Hearing Health
project in Timor-Leste. This project aims to reduce the incidence of ear infection in babies and infants that can result
in permanent hearing loss.
So please make up a table and join us for an evening of
fun while making a difference in the world.

I don’t know if you are aware but each month in the Rotary year has a particular focus. March is Water and Sanita- BEAUMARIS SPORTS CLUB
tion; April is Maternal and Child Health; May is Youth Ser- FELLOWSHIP 29 March
vice and June Rotary Fellowships. As we move into April,
I would like for us to get back to Marie Treloar at the Highlands Foundation to see if there is further assistance we
can give to her foundation’s work with mothers and babies
in the Eastern Highlands of PNG; particularly given the
issues that the Highlands are facing post the PNG earthquakes. We will of course continue with our fundraising
I have booked a short tour and meal in the dining room/
efforts for the End Trachoma 2020 project.
bistro at Beaumaris Sports Bar and Bistro, 68 Oak Street,
Our speaker this week is Jan Sigley from “Recycled
Beaumaris for our next fellowship event.
Sound”. Recycled Sound is a Community Service Project
This is on 29 March at 6.15 pm for tour and after for a
initiated by the Rotary Club of Toorak to collect, clean,
meal in the dining area. There is no meeting at Victoria
reprogram and recycle hearing aids for people in the comGolf Club that night.
munity with a special need and unable to meet the expense of hearing aids in the private market. Toorak Rota- As we have assisted with fundraising for them by manning
ry is promoting the programme and a template to enable the BBQ over the last few years. It would be good to see
the fruit of their, and our labour’s.
other Clubs and Rotary Districts to establish the programme in their areas. Jan is the current Membership
Thursday is Steak Sanga night/chips Just $15 with a pot.
Development person at The Rotary Club of Toorak.
Otherwise you may order from their extensive menu.
Enjoy your week.

Yours in Rotary
Chris
Comedy Dinner the Rotary Club of Lilydale

Drinks and food are paid for when ordered at the bar.
If you would like to join us, let me know by return and I will
put you on the list.
As this is the Thursday prior to Easter, there may even be
a visit from the Easter bunny. You never know. A list will
be circulated this Thursday at VGC meeting.
Cheers. For fun and fellowship.

On Page 5 you will find the poster for the Comedy Dinner Megan
the Rotary Club of Lilydale will run on 28 April.

237 Bay Road,
Cheltenham VIC 3192
03 8535 7980
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Speaker: Mary Rimington
Topic: Mordialloc Beaumaris Conservation League
Mary is a retired secondary school teacher. Forty years a
member of Mordialloc . Beaumaris Conservation League involved with fellow environment members in working to protect
the areas’ special flora, fauna and waterways.
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an environment group to protect the foreshore from Channan
Road, Mentone to Mordialloc Creek. The first Mordialloc Beaumaris Conservation League (MBCL) president was Jack Iggulden, a feisty Beaumaris businessman, glider pilot, author and
dedicated environmentalist. His Wife, Helen, was an efficient
and supportive secretary of the MBCL. The aims of the group
were the protection of the local environment, particularly the
fragile foreshore reserve, native coastal vegetation and habitat,
preservation of the natural aspects of the coastal environment
and to encourage the restoration» of wetlands to improve the
Water quality entering the Bay from Mordialloc Creek
In 1970 Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW)
planned to grade the badly eroding Mentone white clay cliffs.
The MBCL
committee would have preferred an environmentally sensitive
method of preserving the cliffs, but after lengthy and terse correspondence between MMBW and MBCL committee in 1971
the steep cliffs were graded and planted with stabilising vegetation.
The white cliffs may now be viewed in the National Gallery of
Victoria in a painting by Tom Roberts; one of the Heidelberg
School of painters, who camped and painted at Mentone in
1887 with Arthur Streeton, Walter Withers and others. The
white cliffs are also featured in Sandringham painter, Clarice
Beckett’s painting ‘Cliff Path 1929’ and also Mentone Cliffs
(Beaumaris Landscape) 1931. Beckett also painted waves
washing over and destroying bathing boxes during the severe
storm of 1934 when much of Mordialloc was flooded.

She is a member of Port Phillip Conservation Council, the Australian Conservation Foundation; Environment Victoria, Victorian National Parks Association, National Parks and Kingston
Conservation & Environment Coalition.
In 1995 Mary received an OAM for service to conservation and
the environment.
In 2001she was included in the Victorian Woman's Trust Publication Ordinary Women Extraordinary Lives. Kingston Citizen
of the Year 2017. Mary is a grandmother and great grandmother.
Here are the notes from her talk.
When I was invited to speak to the Beaumaris Rotary Club
about the activities of the Mordialloc Beaumaris Conservation
League, it was in a sense, as if the group had returned home.
In 1969 a portion of Beaumaris, from Cromer Road to Charman
Road, was part of the City of Mordialloc. At that time there was
a plot to construct a marina in Beaumaris Bay and this environment group was formed.
Fortunately, residents, who lived in Beaumaris decided that the
red fossil cliffs and sea ledges were too important to be buried
under concrete. Letters were written to Sir Rupert Hamer,
Member for Local Government, seeking his help, and as a result the marina didn’t eventuate. It was then decided to form

In 1972 young Mordialloc councillor, Michael Buxton, now a
professor of Planning and Environment at Rl\/HT, and Peter
Scullin, originally
members of MBCL, were able to introduce a Council revegetation policy for the foreshore, from Charman Road, Mentone to
Mordialloc Creek, using locally indigenous species. Trees indigenous to the area are Banksias, Casuarinas and Coast Wattle. Tea-tree is not indigenous but grows well in the sometimes
-harsh coastal conditions. This vegetation is critical in stabilising the narrow cliff tops and sand dunes to prevent further erosion as climate change becomes more pronounced. A section
of foreshore between the Mentone Lifesaving Club and the
Edgewater Hotel contains some significant indigenous vegetation which it is hoped will survive the building of a back-of-kerb
bike path along Beach Road, which incidentally MBCL has for
many years supported.
The next tussle occurred in 1972 when the American oil company, Esso, decided to route a pipeline from Hastings to Altona
across Port Phillip Bay. There was anxiety about this project
because, although the pipeline was to carry Ethane gas to Altona, it was feared that a precedent may be set for future pipelines to carry oil. "This would be far more hazardous and there
had already been an application for an oil pipeline to cross the
Bay from Brighton to Altona. This didn’t go ahead because of
opposition from 18 Bayside councils. The oil pipeline now
goes right round the Bay to Altona.
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In July 1972, 3000 people protested about the pipeline in front
of Mordialloc Lifesaving Club _ with our president speaking
from the balcony. When construction began, attempts were
made to block work on the trench through the Scullin Reserve,
resulting in Jack Iggulden and others being briefly arrested.
The beach was fenced off for many weeks and patrolled by
American guards and dogs. In 2009 the anchor of a vessel
moored during a storm in Port Phillip Bay, ruptured the ethane
pipe line — fortunately it was not an oil pipeline.
Mordialloc Creek in 1975 was one of the most polluted of the
300 creeks flowing into Port Phillip Bay. Dandenong Sewerage
works were located on the bank of Dandenong Creek and
leaked sewerage into Dandenong Creek, which then flowed
into Mordialloc Creek and Port Phillip Bay. MBCL and the local
community campaigned for 20 years until the sewerage works
were finally closed in 1994. On file there are a number of photos of politicians before each State election standing on the
bank of Mordialloc Creek pointing a finger at the mud and saying “We are going to clean up this creek.”
Large drains on the north side of Mordialloc Creek were formerly little streams, flowing into the Carrum Carrum wetlands
before European
settlement. These drains now unfortunately flow through (45)
forty-five putrescibles and hard rubbish tips between centre
Road Bentleigh and Lower Dandenong Road, Kingston. Most
of the tips are now filled, but all tips leach we are told despite
the fact that they may have a metre thick clay lining as well as
a plastic lining prior to filling. In 1979 the Dandenong Valley
Authority, responsible for drainage in the Dandenong and Mordialloc Creek Catchments, had a policy of concrete lining
creeks flowing into the Bay and decided to concrete line Mordialloc Creek. MBCL president, a young scientist, Dr Len Warren, secretary, Mara Hayler and Port Phillip Conservation
Council were successful in persuading Mordialloc Council and
the DVA to forego their plan to concrete line the creek. Instead
the Metropolitan Board of Works landscaped the area and allowed the creek to meander between Wells Road bridge and
the railway bridge. Today both sides of the Creek provide a
pleasant walking trail with 42 species of bird life.
The salt water wetland you see as you cross over Wells Road
Bridge is Melbourne Water’s flood water retarding basin. A
former young Kingston councillor and MBCL member, Johanna
van Klaveren, thought this derelict land could be put to better
use so, with the approval of Melbourne Water and working with
Kingston Council and enthusiastic volunteers, planting around
the flood basin with ‘salt tolerant vegetation was commenced.
Now both birds and plants are flourishing and further plans are
underway to add more features to attract visitors to the unique
area.
Nina Earl, MBCL member and volunteer, working on this project researched Aboriginal occupation of the land and the name
- Yammerbook. Melbourne Water now refers to the drains as
streams and Kingston Council has joined with Westernport
Catchment Management Authority to complete the Living Links
project, which intends to link up the wetlands in the Dandenong

SER VIN G

T H E

COM M U N IT Y

SINC E

1985

Catchment with walking and cycling trails to the Edithvale Seaford Wetlands and beyond. MBCL members take an active
interest in issues affecting Port Phillip Bay.
For example, Judith Fields, concerned about the threat to the
Beaumaris Fossil Cliffs and Sea Ledges with the possible expansion of Beaumaris Motor Yacht Squadron, has prepared a
submission requesting that the internationally renowned fossil
cliffs and sea ledges be re-placed on the National Heritage
Register. Judy, with the support of Professor Tim Flannery,
has contacted the curator of fossils at the Museum of Victoria
Dr Eric Fitzgerald and other professionals in this field. A Sandringham group have also -forwarded a comprehensive submission to the relevant authorities. The good news is that the
application to have the fossil cliffs re-placed on the National
Heritage list has been favourably received by Bayside Council.
MBCL supports the Sandbelt Open Space Strategy in Kingston’s section of the Green Wedge, with plans now under way
for walking trails and sports grounds in the northern section
linking up with Karkarook Park. In the southern section of the
green Wedge there is strong community support for retention
of arable land for market gardens and agriculture as a means
of providing food security close to city markets. Cr Rosemary
West understands the importance of Hon (now Sir) Rupert
Hamer’s vision for retaining green Wedges around Melbourne
when he claimed in Parliament that “nobody could happily contemplate a future metropolis of seemingly endless suburbia
spreading out to infinity”.
MBCL has had a long-term involvement with the Round the
Bay Bicycle Trail, 1984-2016. Kingston planners have completed a plan for the bike track to Mordialloc Creek back-ofkerb, similar to the successful Bayside bike track. Our concern
throughout this process has been to achieve a safe off-road
bike path, back-of-kerb, but most importantly we wanted the
preservation of as much foreshore vegetation as possible
along the route.
2017 has been a busy but successful year for our group with
Kingston Council approving the plans for the bike path at last
and the printing of the third edition of the Coast and Creek
booklet available for the public.
The impact of climate change on the foreshore should be of
concern to all of us who live in a Bayside suburb on the eastern
side of Port Phillip Bay, defined as the most vulnerable to
storm surges of all the Port Phillip Bay beaches. Vegetation is
essential in stabilising the cliffs and sand dunes which will
come under extreme pressure as storm surges increase in
violence and frequency, due to climate change.
Thank you for the invitation to visit you and explain What many
small environment groups are doing to protect the environment
for the enjoyment of future generations.
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RCOB Club Structure 2017 - 2018
RCOB Board.
President.
President Elect.
Hon Secretary.
Hon Treasurer.
Projects Director.
Immediate PP.
Independent Director.
International. John Sime (Chair)
Fred Hofmann
Ken Mirams
Robert McArthur
Youth. Chris Martin (Chair)
Jan Cooper
Tony McKenna
Vivienne Zoppolato
Event Management.
Jim O’Brien
Robert McArthur
Antony Nixon
District Service.
Youth Services.
Membership.
Assistant Governor.

Chris D’Arcy
Heather Chisholm
James Glenwright
Richard Jones
Roy Seager
Malcolm Sawle
Vivienne Zoppolato

John Manks
Ross Philips
Clem Quick
Lois Lindsay
David Rushworth
Bridget Hage
Martin Fothergill
Geoff Stringer

Tony McKenna
Trish Smyth
Ken Mirams
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Club Service & Administration.
Attendance & Dining. Heather Chisholm
Foundation.
John Manks
Program.
Lynda Doutch
Membership.
Adrian Culshaw
Fellowship.
Megan Glenwright
Auditor.
Tony Phillips
Club Protection Officer. Ken Mirams
Communications.
David Lea
Social Media.
Kerry, Lynda & Trish
Archivist.
John Beaty
Almoners.
Lois Lindsay, Charmaine Jansz
Marketing & PR
Peter Flude
Club Photographer.
Max Darby
Community. Chris Werner (Chair)
Mary Cunnington
Max Darby
Martin Fothergill
Kerry Geard
Tony Phillips
Roy Downes
Mary Sealey
John Beaty
Richard Shermon
Chris Mara
Market Management.
Vivienne Zoppolato (co-ordinator)
Heather Chisolm Ken Mirams
Greg Every
Peter Flude
Indigenous.
David Hone (Chair)
Heather D’Arcy (Trachoma)

GENTLE
GIANT
Off the coast of
Western Australia,
a bait ball of small
fish makes way for
a whale shark.
Whale sharks are
the largest nonmammalian vertebrates in the animal kingdom, with
an adult weighing
an average of 9
tons.
PHOTOGRAPH
BY TOM CANNON,
YOUR SHOT
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