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Next Meetings

Presidents Report
Another busy month drawing to a close and we still
have lots of things happening. Along with representatives from Hampton, Sandringham and Mordialloc Rotary Chris D’Arcy and I attending the opening of the birthing centre at Sandringham Hospital
where we upgraded the waiting area. It is pleasing
to see clubs come together and tackle larger projects.
I also had the pleasure of representing David Hone
and Beaumaris Rotary at the ground-breaking ceremony for the Melbourne Indigenous Transition
School in Richmond. You may recall MITS spoke
to our club and we made a donation to this Indigenous project. They are well on their way with $2.7
million raised, which is above expectation, and they
hope to have the first 20 students in place in February 2016. See Photo and Donor roll on Page 2.
Our meeting this week gave our International Team
a chance to update club members on the projects
in Sabu, Indonesia. This has been a long standing
project for the club and grown and evolved into
many avenues of support over the years, plus, for
some of us, an opportunity to visit a unique island
in Indonesia and experience the difficulties and issues they face in everyday life.
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Changeover is coming soon and details are on
Page 3 which you can use to invite others who
might be interested. We are up to 75 confirmed so
far and we can accommodate a maximum of 105.
Please keep Trish informed of any additions.
Next week we have Margaret Cunningham from
“Days for Girls” speaking to us. This is a project
that helps young girls in poor communities to be
able to stay at school when they have their period.
Information on this project was presented at Conference and attracted a strong interest from our
club. Megan will chair the meeting.

Ken
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Unless stated otherwise venue is
Victoria Golf Club 6.30 for 7.00
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Melbourne Indigenous Transition
School Ground Breaking Ceremony
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Sandringham Hospital Berthing Centre Waiting Room Upgrade Opening
Members of the Rotary Clubs of Beaumaris, Hampton Mordialloc and Sandringham gathered to view
the upgraded Birthing Centre Waiting Room at
Sandringham Hospital made possible by donations
from the four clubs and Rotary District 9810.

Hocking Stuart Sandringham
62-64 Station Street
Telephone: 03 9521 9800
Note; As part of our arrangement with Hocking Stuart discounts
on agents fees are available to RCOB members.

The Animal Farm at the Cheltenham Community
Centre Children’s Festival
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Speaker: John Beaty and International team
Topic: Sabu Projects and their Sustainability'
Sabu visit by John Manks and Chris
Huon (friend of John) - May 2015
This was my 8th visit to Sabu Island since I first
met Pastor Franz there in 2006. Since then the
Rotary Club of Beaumaris along with other Rotary clubs and friends of Rotary have facilitated
many projects on Sabu. This includes a matching grant for 30 plus water wells in poor villages, provision of accommodation for teachers
and students, new toilets, supply of mosquito
nets, assistance in living and educational costs
for students living in hostels on Sabu and in
Kupang, and recently a Solar Power installation
at a remote school. Beaumaris Rotary are currently considering a Global Grant project to provide Solar installations to 3 other schools on
Sabu.
On arrival in Kupang we met with Pastor Franz
who is recuperating from an operation on his
foot. He has just turned 75 and his health is
not 100% these days.
We also met with Agus, who is Pastor Franz's
right hand man in Kupang. He looks after the
finances for Pastor Franz for the support of the
56 Sabunese students attending university in
Kupang. See photo page 5.
After a short flight from Kupang to Sabu, we
were met by Tarsy, a good friend and strong
supporter of Pastor Franz and our Rotary work
in Sabu. He is a teacher, has very good English and computer skills and will be of valuable
assistance for our Sabu projects going forward. Tarsy looked after us the whole time we
were on Sabu and was our guide for all our
trips around the island.

SER VIN G

T H E

COM M U N IT Y

SINC E

1985

We visited the students hostels in Seba, and
inspected the boy’s toilet block which has been
finance assisted from a District grant. This is
now essentially complete, and needs to be
closed off with district. Receipts were obtained
for the final works.
As always the girls at the girls hostel were very
appreciative of the gifts we brought for them soft toys donated by our friends ( See Santa
John and Photo on Page 5) . The kids on Sabu
have very little, and they absolutely treasure
any gifts we bring for them
There are currently 48 girls and 14 boys at the
hostels in Seba attending senior high school.
These kids come from outlying villages where
there are only primary schools.
An important part of our trip to Sabu was to visit
schools which Pastor Franz recommended for
a Solar Power project. These were Waduwela
senior high school in Liae, Deme junior high
school in east Liae, and Perema primary school
in Mesara. There was no doubt that there was
a definite need for Solar Power to assist in the
education of the students. It was noted that
there was also a desperate need for water at
these schools, as the students have to bring
water to school each day from a local well for
drinking and for using in the toilets
Another visit was to the Mehona Catholic primary school to inspect the pilot solar project
installation that has just been completed. This
has been installed satisfactorily and is now producing electricity from the sun, and is providing
many benefits to the students and teachers due
to the lighting and power now available.
Back in Kupang on our way home we met up
with members of the RC of Kupang Timor
Raya. This club has recently been established
since the previous RC of Kupang was terminated.
I came away with the impression that this club
is an active group of young members with good
leadership and is keen to take on good community projects, as well as supporting us for our
projects on Sabu.

Our first task was to meet with the local Power
Authority manager regarding future power distribution on Sabu. We were advised that there
is no current plan to run power into Liae district,
where the proposed solar installations for
We also caught up with Pastor Franz again to
schools would be. There is a possible wind
farm power project for that part of Sabu, but it is say goodbye.
not expected to happen until at least 2030.
Pastor Franz believes the School solar projects
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are absolutely essential and will assist in a big
way with the education of the students. However water is still the biggest issue on Sabu,
and ongoing help is needed for this - mainly for
water wells.
John Manks
International Committee

Sustained Benefits of our Projects
on Sabu Is, Indonesia

Water Wells
Funding the development of Moulded Concrete
Rings and the capability to produce 20-25 per
day; enabled wells to be safely hand-dug for
the first time in the crumbly limestone ground,
characteristic of the poorer parts of the island,
and to eliminate the many deaths from collapses during well digging in the past. Diggers are
trained to safely put the rings in the place.
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We contribute to part of the A$260pa ($22pm)
cost of one daily meal, school and medical requisites for approx 17 of the 100 hostel students;
to address the fall-off in funds as Pastor
Franz’s Austrian siblings retire and pass away.
Feldbach Rotary Club and many others also
contribute.
The newly established Sabu government is
now rolling out new Senior High schools, which
will progressively reduce our need to support
the Seba hostels.
Year twelve, university and vocational graduates; for some time now, provide a steady
stream of teachers, agri specialists, admin staff
and soon nurses – back to the island.
Instead of remaining subsistence dependents,
they now contribute to the islands development
and in leading their communities and families
from poverty.
Teacher Housing

Our donated electric jackhammers and mobile
5Kva generator enable the diggers to penetrate
very hard coralised rock in particular locations
and often at depths up to 35m (i.e. 11 stories
down).

With no transport, rough tracks, and seasonal
monsoons; teachers have difficulty in travelling
to the poor and remotest schools. This makes
it difficult to recruit and retain good teachers
and headmasters.

The water needs of villagers in the poorest areas are now met by more than forty wells funded
by Rotary. These wells created an example for
the new government and other NGOs to purchase rings at cost, for many more wells.

We funded the building of three modest, durable and low maintenance teachers’ houses,
each at a different school and accommodating
several teachers.

The wells not only provide water for drinking,
cooking rice and corn, and hygiene; they also
support small vegetable plots.

Student Hostel Dorms and Toilets
We funded new and upgraded accommodation
and toilets to enable boys and girls from the
poorest remote villages, to attend the Senior
High in the small port town of Seba. Many then
qualify for tertiary education, 250 km across the
sea in the provincial capital Kupang.

We successfully trialled a $100 solar light set,
for lesson preparation.
Teacher attendance and engagement has increased as has peer support and teaming. A
big advantage is having teachers on site during
the pre-exam SWOT months prior to annual
exams.
School Facilities
We funded classroom upgrades, library shelving and most recently a pilot project at Mehona
primary school to assess the benefits of mid-
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sized remote solar power (2KW). The installation went smoothly and is working well.
Three headmasters put together the benefits
Solar power will provide to their remote schools
and students, in view of an 8 to 15 year wait for
mains electricity, and the recent 31% rise in
subsidised fuel costs for their cheap/unreliable
portable generators, with more rises to come.
Their benefits of having electricity are:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The teachers can use power point presentation using LCD projector, in the teaching
learning process
Computer class for the students can run
well
The teachers will prepare good materials
for the teaching learning process, because they will prepare it by using laptop
or Personal Computer
The Art lesson will run well by using guitar, piano and organist
Every Friday morning we will practice
sport (gymnastics) by using the tape recorder
The school can organize extra learning for
Grade 3, three months before the final examination in April; starting at 5pm until
7pm from January until March every year.
Spoken English teaching learning process
will run well using language DVD
Science Laboratory equipment will be
able to be used
Cleaning Service and Security for the
school in the evening

Message:
•
All teachers will have to take care of the
Solar use
•
The Headmaster will take responsibility
for Solar System batteries and equipment
•
Teachers and students appreciate and
would like many thanks to ROTARY INTERNATIONAL for giving help ( See Photo right).
Geoff Stockdale
International Committee
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President

Ken Mirams

Director

Trish Smyth

PE, VP

Trish Smyth

Auditor

Tony Phillips

Secretary

Roy Seager

Program

Richard Jones

Treasurer

James Glenwright

Meeting Attendance

Trish Smyth

Foundation

Mike Hede

Communications

David Lea

Branding & PR

Malcolm Sawle

Fellowship

Megan Glenwright

International

John Beaty

Photographers

John Beaty, Greg Every

New Generations

Kerrie Geard

Almoner

Geoff Stringer

Community

Chris D'Arcy

Chair /Host /Cashiers /AV

Roster

Fundraising

Adrian Culshaw

Youth Protection Officer

Malcolm Parks

On to Conference

Robert McArthur^*

TEAM MEMBERS
International

Community

New Generations

Fundraising

Fred Hofmann

Geoff Abbott

David Rushworth

Harry Wolfe

John Sime

Rob Fenton

Mary Sealy

Heather Chisholm

David Langworthy

Richard Shermon

Tony McKenna *

Roger Frewen

Geoff Stockdale

Tony Phillips

Max Darby TBC

Geoff Stringer

Ross Phillips

David Greenall

LOA

David Hone

Malcolm Parks

Lynda Doutch

Chris Martin

Judi Hall

John Manks

Jason Tonks

Royal Melbourne Golf

Charmaine Jansz

David Greenall

Jim O'Brien

Antony Nixon

Concourse Festival

Branding & PR

Harry Wolfe

Peter Flude

Kerrie Geard

Peter Flude^

David Hone#

Mike Hede

Masters Golf Parking

David Lea

MUNA / NYSF

James Glenwright

Martin Fothergill
^ Farmers Market

Heather Chisolm
# Indigenous Project

* District

Goddess Dressing
Photograph by Stephanie Sinclair, National Geographic
In Nepal’s Kathmandu
Valley, young Newari
girls called kumaris are
worshipped as living
goddesses. Like other
kumaris, Dangol, pictured here, wears special
makeup for festivals. But
it’s more than makeup
that changes on these
occasions. Former kumaris have described
feeling bigger and
stronger and said that
heat radiates from their
foreheads.
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