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Next Meeting

Presidents Report
It was with a great deal of pleasure and a real privilege to induct John Sime as our newest member at last week’s meeting. John will be an excellent addition to our club and I’m
sure all members will enjoy getting to know John.

Number 37, 31 March 2014

THURSDAY 3 APRIL
SPEAKER: GARRY ORAM
TOPIC: SAFE LIVING
CHAIR: CHARMAINE JANSZ
AV: DAVID LEA
CASH DESK: ROGER FREWEN & DAVID RUSHWORTH
HOST: GREG EVERY
THURSDAY 10 APRIL
SPEAKER: DAVID CAMPBELL.
TOPIC: AUSTRALIAN RHYMING VERSE IS ALIVE AND
WELL

CHAIR: MIKE HEDE
AV: GREG EVERY
CASH DESK: ROGER FREWEN & DAVID RUSHWORTH
HOST: SUSAN DE BOLFO
THURSDAY 17 APRIL
BAR MEETING @ RSL DUE TO EASTER WEEKEND
Not only did we have a good turnout of members but John
was inducted in front of three members from Mordialloc who
brought Peter Rowley, a police officer being mentored by that
club. There were also three members from Brighton North
who were there to support guest speaker Don Cullen. Kathy
Every and Sue McArthur were also in attendance.
The Police Leadership Mentoring Program offers Police support from Rotary Club members and business executives and
was initiated to offer police support and to foster the theme of
partnership amongst leaders in Rotary, business and the Victoria Police. Last year the initiative saw 15 Police Inspectors,
who demonstrated strong leadership capabilities, partnered
with 15 senior business executives and 15 senior Rotarian
Mentors from various clubs in Victoria.

Unless stated otherwise venue is Victoria Golf Club
6.30 for 7.00

SERGEANT’S HOMEWORK TOPIC;
SHAKESPEARE

Well done to Mordialloc for supporting this program.
Contents
It was four years ago that Don Cullen visited this Club. Don
and the Rotary Club of Brighton North support the Tibetan
Village Project Australia which raises money for projects such
as Teacher Funding in Tagong, Sihurong and Penbushi and
Medical Clinics in Sihurog, Cheda Shol and Samye. It would
be hard to find anyone more committed to a project than Don
and I think he may have interested a number of our members
in joining him on his next trip to Tibet.
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Unit, is this week’s speaker.
Don and the Brighton North Club have also been supporters of our Sabu project so it was a pleasure, on behalf of RCOB, to present Don with a large donation for
his Tibetan projects.

See you there,

Robert

Two new Club banners were delivered during the week,
one of which portrays Rob Pennicott. But the question is
“ who is Rob Pennicott and why is he on a Rotary banner?”
Not only was Rob Tasmania’s 2012 Australian of the
Year but he is also a tour operator and a custom-builder
of yellow boats, which ply the pristine waters of Bruny
and Tasman Islands.
The 47-year-old former fisherman co-founded a coastal
conservation fund in 2007 which, in its first year, saved
some 50,000 seabirds from the depredations of feral
cats. That initial success turned the founder of Pennicott
Wilderness Journeys into a daringly innovative philanthropist.
In 2011, he launched The Pennicott Foundation and led
the first-ever circumnavigation of Australia by rubber dinghy to raise money for conservation and polio eradication
in conjunction with Rotary International’s END POLIO
NOW Project. The journey took 101 days and raised
nearly $300,000 for polio vaccinations, and proved that
clever risks can produce great rewards.
A recent decision by the Board was that Sallie Geary’s
attendance at the Masters and World Cup should be recognised by a donation to either the Rotaract Club that
Sallie is involved in chartering or to a charity or project of
her choice. Sallie has now advised that she would like to
split the donation between two organisations; Wild Melbourne and UN Youth.
Wild Melbourne work on a lot of conservation programs
with native wetlands, beaches, forests and parks around
Melbourne while UN Youth run a range of programs for
students that aim to provide educational experiences that
they may not otherwise have access to. The club will be
delighted to make a donation to these two charities on
Sallie’s behalf.
Thank you to all the members who helped out at the
Beaumaris North Primary School Fete on Saturday (at
least this year it didn’t rain).

Tony McKenna presents President Robert with Club
banners from the Indiana GSE Team.

Jewellery Refresher Workshop
Sandringham Hospital Sale
Saturday 26 April
Wednesday 30 April
See Notice on Page 7
2014 Bayside Mayoral Charity Golf
Day Sponsorship Package
We are still looking for more sponsors for the above.
You can find the Sponsorship Package details on
Page 8

Note; As part of our arrangement with Hocking Stuart discounts
on agents fees are available to RCOB members.

The club members extend their sympathy to Malcolm
Parks and his family on the passing of his mother last
week.
Gary J Oram, Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator and
Community Liaison Officer from the Pro Active Policing

Hocking Stuart Sandringham
62-64 Station Street
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Beaumaris North Primary School Get Up and Go Fete.
This year’s fete had a sporting theme promoting health
and wellbeing for the whole family which is a good fit with
our community involvement objectives. It also provided
us with a great opportunity to promote Rotary and increase our visibility within the local community

A group of volunteers also helped parents staff the
schools silent auction. With over 180 items available to
bid on this was a busy area, particularly at the end of the
day when it came to identifying the winning bids, collecting payments and delivering items to their new owners.

Bayside’s autumn weather could not have been kinder to
this year’s BNPS fete. Perfect conditions greeted members who had volunteered to help marshal the 3 km family fun run which kicked off the event. They clearly did a
good job as all the runners made it back to the school in
one piece.

We were also able to have our own RCOB stall at the
event where members and partners sold $653 worth of
costume jewellery donated by Luxe Accessories. There
is still plenty left if you are looking for eye catching presents; I am sure Megan and James would like the space
in their garage back.
Thanks again to everybody who helped out with what
was obviously a very successful day.
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This Week’s Speaker; Don Cullen
Topic; Tibetan Village Project
Don Cullen established Tibetan Village Project Australia
(TVPA) in early 2005. He has been actively involved in
Tibetan culture for the past 48 years and has travelled
there many times over the past decade. He developed a
great empathy for the Tibetan people who are trying to
maintain their Culture, Religion and quality of life. Tibetan
Village Project Australia works closely with local Tibetan
communities on all projects.
Don, a member of the RC of North Brighton, began his
talk with an overview of Tibet. A country which he believed many people did not understand and confused
with Nepal. Tibet is a vast land the size of WA which has
been occupied by the Chinese since 1951. The Tibetan
society is closed and oppressed by the Chinese Government. There is no presence by Amnesty International,
no NGO’s and no welfare system. The inhabitants cannot possess passports.
At an average of
about 4,300 metres it is the highest country on the
planet and this
makes for a very
challenging existence for its population. For example there is very
little moisture in
the air which
makes it very
tough on the exposed skin. This
women is only 52
years of age.
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Don said that many people do not recognise that the
Dalai Lama does donate some of the money he raises to
causes outside of Tibet. For example he donated
$100,000 to Leas Twentyman in Melbourne last year.
Don originally travelled to Tibet to do some middle level
altitude but was so taken by the people and the ir needs
that he resolved to do something. His first venture involved the creation of an artisan store where children as
young as 8 who were living as prostitutes could be
taught trades to support themselves. This has been a
tremendous success with the goods they make being
sold to Chinese tourists.

This illustrates the philosophy of the Project which is
about building capacity and sustainability not hand-outs.
Similarly the Greenhouse project extended the short
growing season from 3 months to 10 months and allowed 6/7 crops.
Despite the
hard life the
people are
always happy as they
always believe the
next life will
be better.

The Fourteenth Dalai Lama (means Ocean of Wisdom)
went into exile in 1959 following an attempted overthrow
of the Chinese by the Tibetans which was ruthlessly
suppressed. Since then he has been endeavoring to find
a peaceful path to ensure the preservation of Tibetan
culture and religion while recognizing that the Chinese
control of Tibet is non negotiable.

Another project was to raise horses which were provided
to local women who would rent them out for much needed income.
TVPA have provided schooling, supplies, sporting equipment and clothing for over 2000 students with the latest
school opening in 2013 providing for 300 students from
remote locations.
Three of the students are now at University.
Page 4
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The key of TVPA is to work with the locals and have
them run the activities. The orphanage founded in 2005
is now self sustaining. Those who work with TVPA find
that working with the Tibetan people is a very rewarding
experience. As Abu the Tibetan who runs the orphanage
says; “ they do not teach wisdom at university”.
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website;

http://www.tvpaustralia.org.au/
I have also added some more photos later in In Gear.

TVPA also has provided and supported nine medical
clinics over the years. A new one will be opening later
this year. Last year they provided free medical treatment
to over 20, 000 patients including free medicines.
The Tibetan Doctors have to
go through a 14 year course
to practice as in addition to
learning the usual clinical
knowledge they have to learn
how to make the traditional
medicines they use from the
basic herbs. It is also part of
their role to supply vegetables
from their gardens to their patients. The photo on the left
shows a doctor with a pill
making machine donated by
TVPA
TVPA also supports 14 day custom volun-tour trips to
Tibet which will enable you to see first hand both the
work that the group does and the wonders of Tibet in a
way that few have.
Don’s talk was truly inspirational and enthralling . This
summary hardly does it justice. You can see more at the
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Nuns studying. Traditionally most nuns were not
educated. It has taken TVPA years to break down
this cultural barrier and get permission to teach
nuns on a broad scale.
Don with “Yalla” the lady who inspired the idea of
donating horses so that they could be rented out as
a source of income.

Two of the original children, now grown up, who
were helped by the Tibetan Village artisan store
along with the handicrafts the store now sells.

A Tibetan Doctor undertaking some dentistry work
without the benefit of any anaesthetic and without
any complaint from the patient.
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Potala Palace was originally built more than 1,300 years ago in the 7th century. Because of the damage
made by a war, the structure was rebuilt in the 17th century by the Fifth Dalai Lama. Repeated repairs and
expansions until 1645 finally brought the palace to its present scale.
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2014 Bayside Mayoral Charity Golf
Day Sponsorship Package
Attached for your information is part of the pdf file for the
above.
Click on this link if you want to see the full package.

http://beaumarisrotary.com/bayside-mayoral
-charity-golf-day-at-royal-melbourne/
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CLUB STRUCTURE 2013 - 2014
President
PE, VP
Secretary
Treasurer
Foundaon
Membership & Markeng
Internaonal
Youth Service
Community
Fundraising
On to Conference

Bob McArthur
Ken Mirams
Roy Seager
Malcolm Sawle
Marn Fothergill
Trish Smyth
Fred Hofmann
Rob Fenton
Chris D'Arcy
Adrian Culshaw
John Manks

TEAM MEMBERS
Internaonal
Harry Wolfe
David Langworthy
Geoﬀ Stockdale
Ross Phillips
Malcolm Parks
Tony McKenna

Community
Geoﬀ Abbo/
Richard Shermon
Geoﬀ Stringer
Tony Phillips
David Greenall

SINCE

1985

UPDATED 18/03/2014
CLUB SERVICE
Director
Auditor
Program
Meeng Aendance
Communicaons
Fellowship
Sergeant
Photographer
Almoner
Hosts & Cashiers
Youth Protecon Oﬃcer
New Visions

Youth Service
Kerrie Geard
Chris Marn
Mary Sealy
Golf
Jim O'Brien
Roy Seager
James Glenwright

Ken Mirams
Tony Phillips
Greg Every
Ken Mirams
David Lea
Judi Hall
David Hone
Greg Every, John Beaty
Antony Nixon
Roster
Malcolm Parks
David Greenall

Fundraising
John Beaty
Heather Chisholm
Roger Frewen
Megan Glenwright
Mike Hede
David Rushworth
Charmaine Jansz
Antony Nixon
Susan De Bolfo

Membership and Markeng
Peter Flude
Richard Jones

Tibetan Horse Racing
Photo; Don Cullen
After racing across the countryside for
hours the riders re-emerge for the real
part of the race. Picking up scarves
from the ground, with their hands (or
even teeth) and shooting arrows at targets.

Page 9

