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Next Meeting

Presidents Report
President’s Comments Week 34

THURSDAY 13 M ARCH
SPEAKER: DR MAITHRI GOONTILLEKE
TOPIC: POSSIBLE DREAMS INTERNATIONAL
CHAIR: MALCOLM PARKS
AV: GREG EVERY
CASH DESK: ROB FENTON & MALCOLM PARKS
HOST: GREG EVERY

Only this week’s meeting stands between us and the
“Challenge of Change” Conference in Bendigo. John Manks
has done a great job organising the accommodation, wine
tour and with the help of his lovely wife Sue, ensuring that the
47 attendees will fulfil the “One Golden Night” Gala Dinner
dress requirements on Saturday night. Also a big thank you
to Megan for her assistance in procuring some of the dazzling
golden requirements.

THURSDAY 20 M ARCH
NO MEETING
DISTRICT CONFERENCE
THURSDAY 27 M ARCH
SPEAKER: DON CULLEN
TOPIC: TIBETAN VILLAGE PROJECT
CHAIR: TRISH SMYTH
AV: ADRIAN CULSHAW
CASH DESK: ROB FENTON & MALCOLM PARKS
HOST: GREG EVERY

It is hoped that John has warned conference organisers to
expect a surge of late registrations as we all rush back from
visiting the local wineries on Friday to ensure that we make
the Conference opening at 7.00pm.
For members playing golf, the slope rating for Bendigo Golf
Club is 128 which will cost our Kingswood (sorry Peninsula
Kingswood) members about three strokes off their handicap.
One of the highlights at the conference will be hearing from
the GSE team, Teresa Jackson, Tanya (pronounced Tonya)
Wetzel, Kelsie Holt and team leader Mike Ferree from District
6580, Indiana, USA and the outbound team to Indiana, Matthew Cardamone, Annalisa Foo, Melissa Johnson, Lana
Whitehouse accompanied by PP Shia Smart (MASH),
Mike and the inbound team presented
at the Southern Cluster Clubs Welcome
Dinner at the Dingley International last
Tuesday night with Tony McKenna
shining in his role as Chairman District
9810 GSE Committee.
At last Thursday’s meeting we had
Graeme Chester District Chair of

Unless stated otherwise venue is Victoria Golf Club
6.30 for 7.00
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ROMAC (Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children) bring
us up to date with ROMAC’s activities (see details later in
newsletter). Also in attendance was P.P. Norm Casey
from the eClub of Greater Melbourne who has joined
Graeme on the ROMAC committee. Norm was in training before flying solo at his first ROMAC presentation to
a club in the next couple of weeks.
In discussion with Graeme it was revealed that Max
Walker, who is the Patron for ROMAC, may be available
for a fundraiser on behalf of ROMAC in 2014-15. Max is
an excellent speaker and would provide an opportunity
for us to attract attendees from the local community particularly if promoted through places such as the Beaumaris North Primary School, Bayside Council contacts,
My3193 and Golden Days Radio 95.7FM.
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RCOB Polos Available in All Sizes
Need an extra RCOB polo for Conference.
Yours worn out through all that hard work.
Contact Trish Smyth @
tsmyth812@gmail.com
She has plenty available up to size XXXL, at
a price of $30

Katie Jennings from the Beaumaris North Primary School
outlined the need for volunteers on 29th March and Chris
D’Arcy will be requesting support shortly.
Other visitors at the meeting included John Sime (a
guest of Greg) and Adrian’s guest Louise Dann. Hopefully a number of these recent guests will be interested of
joining in the near future and members who know a potential member will invite them to a meeting over the next
couple of months.

Guest speaker this week is Maithri
Goonetilleke founder and executive
director of the Non government organisation Possible Dreams International (PDI). Maithri spends
parts of each year in both Australia
and Swaziland. The work of PDI
involves delivering medical services
and poverty alleviation programs to
HIV/AIDS affected areas of Swaziland. Malcolm Parkes recommended that the club supports this project
which will be discussed at the Board meeting on
Wednesday night.
Our successful World Peace Fellow, Rebecca Bartlett
will also be joining us on Thursday night.

RCOB Footy Tipping on Again
The Competition will be much the same as last year.
This year it will be a $50 yearly joining fee with a Weekly
pay-out of $50 to those who pick 9 out of 9. If no winner
then it jackpots. Draws are a loss and this year if there
are more than 10 winners then it jackpots because obviously it was too easy!
Click below to enter;

http://www.footytipping.net.au/cgi-bin/hone/
join.cgi

See you there,

Robert

Note; As part of our arrangement with Hocking Stuart discounts
on agents fees are available to RCOB members.

Hocking Stuart Sandringham
62-64 Station Street
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This Week’s Speaker;
Graeme Chester
Topic: Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for
Children (ROMAC)
ROMAC is the acronym
for “Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children” and
is a combined Australian
and New Zealand initiative. It was commenced out of the actions
of a single Rotarian in
March, 1988, when Barry
Cooper of the Rotary
Club of Kangaroo Flat in
Victoria, visited Lambasa
President Robert presents a
in Fiji with a group of Auscheque for $300 to Graeme
tralian surgeons. He
found the child mortality
rate as high as 25% in
some places, and quickly established that a major factor was
the lack of medical and surgical facilities and skills available to
children of those areas.
Rotary was challenged to assist an 18 year old Fijian girl whose
right leg was threatened if immediate surgery was not performed. During the next four years eight children were brought
to Australia by the Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat for major, often life saving surgery. Soon 20 Rotary clubs were caught up in
the success of each case and assisted in various ways.
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lives.
Many of these cases have won international as well as domestic recognition. The Bosin Siamese twins, Ramesh Chand, “the
monkey boy”, Jessie Ryder the little Fijian burns girl and Pape
Minape the Papua New Guinean burns boy, Anna De Costa the
15 year old girl from East Timor with life threatening cancer in
the left thigh and Augusto Costa the four year old East Timor
boy, born with a blocked bowel, have become symbols of compassion by Australian Rotary and Australian Rotarians.
The desired objective of ROMAC always has been to try and
help these “forgotten children” with life saving and life restoring
procedures aimed at giving back their hope for the future to
which all children are entitled. No child should be considered a
“freak” thereby being hidden away or exploited and become
psychologically secluded with absolutely no quality of life or self
esteem. Children in developed countries receive this as a birth
right. All children should receive the same entitlement.
This important form of support reached a new level when IN
2000 his Excellency the Honourable Sir William Deane AC
KBE, Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia
agreed to accept the position of Patron-in-Chief of ROMAC.
Successive Governors General have agreed to be a Patron of
ROMAC including the current Governor General, The Honourable, Quentin Bryce AC.
Over the years a number of well known Australian religious
leaders and high profile people from government, sporting and
entertainment areas have gladly lent their names as a friend of
ROMAC.

ROMAC quickly went about harnessing assistance from medical experts, hospitals, nurses, physiotherapists, pathology and
radiology services, airlines, sponsors and other supporters.
The human interest in these stories has generated great publicity through regional and national outlets. Initially Southern
Cross Television ran in excess of 12 prime time news stories
and produced a half hour documentary. GTV9’s “A Current
Affair” has worked very close with ROMAC and has put to air
15 stories, the most notable of these being the separation of
the Bosin Siamese twins from PNG.
This and the current publicity today has been the catalyst for
the rapid expansion of this project.
To date ROMAC has changed and saved the lives of over 400
children, enabling them and their families to live normal, happy

Max Walker AM, a long term supporter of ROMAC, is the National Patron.
ROMAC could not function without sponsors and host families
and the wonderful work of the surgeons and surgical teams in
nearly all the major paediatric and specialist hospitals in the
region.
The key challenges for ROMAC are;
Poor communication problems in remote villages
Lack of available hospital beds
Insufficient funds
Lack of intensive care beds in the Victorian public hospital system has led to streaming of intensive care cases to interstate
and New Zealand hospitals and orthopaedic cases here. Partnering with private hospitals in Victoria are also being developed.





Last year ROMAC spent $746k and this year the is $840k. Of
this 88% goes on direct medical expenses.
To see more about ROMAC activities go to;

http://www.romac.org.au/who-we-are
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Study Hall
Photograph by Tian-yu
Xiong, National Geographic
"As a local born and raised
in Beijing, I love to capture
the historical moments that
arise in the capital city,"
"This photograph was taken
in the National Library of
China, which resides in the
middle of Haidian, also
known as the educational
district of Beijing. As I was
wandering the hallways of
the library I noticed the
astonishing view and repetitive lines present in the architecture. The massive
amount of people reading
books and studying quietly
with electronic devices by
their sides also drew my
attention to this stunning
moment."
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