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Next Meeting  

  

TUESDAY 11 FEBRUARY 

YOUTH SERVICES CLUSTER MEETING 

THE BUCKINGHAM 

1130 NEPEAN HWY, HIGHETT  

 

THURSDAY 13 FEBRUARY 

 

NO MEETING 

 

THURSDAY 20 FEBRUARY 

SPEAKER: MAIRI NICHOLSON  

TOPIC: ABC CLASSIC FM  

CHAIR: MARTIN FOTHERGILL  

AV: CHRIS D’ARCY  

CASH DESK: SUSAN DE BOLFO & JIM O'BRIEN  

HOST: GREG EVERY  

 

FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY 

NINE & DINE 

KINGSWOOD GOLF CLUB  

DETAILS: TBA 

Presidents Report 
 

Tina Dent from Sandybeach Community Centre was our 
guest speaker last week and she was joined by Ian Riseley 
from Sandringham, Doug and Diana Phillips, John Sime, First 
Bloke nominee Wolfe, Kathy Every and Sue McArthur. 
 
Doug, a Rotarian (Past President) in Rochester New York, is 
travelling with his wife Diana.  Doug and Ian serve together on 
the Investment Committee of Rotary International.   

 
The Rotary Club of Rochester District 7120, has a small 
membership of around three hundred and a Board of 19 in-
cluding Vice- Presidents for Branding and Marketing, Engage-
ment, Philanthropy and a Director of New Member Liaison 
and a Historian as well as several full time employees. 
 
Doug is on sabbatical for 12 months from his role of Senior 
Vice President for Institutional Resources at Rochester Uni-
versity and is a very keen golfer, staying at Victoria Golf Club 
while here and playing at both Victoria and Royal Melbourne. 
 
John Sime joined us for the third time and has expressed in-
terest in becoming a member.  Trish Smyth will take care of 
the paperwork to circulate John’s application in the next few 
weeks. 
 
Tina Dent presented an overview of the important work under-
taken by Sandybeach Community Centre and was presented 
with a donation toward the cost of a replacement vehicle.  
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SERGEANT’S HOMEWORK TOPIC  

HOLIDAY FOR THIS WEEK; NO TOPIC 
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Tina also mentioned that they are always in need of vol-
unteers and a list of their current needs is included in this 
newsletter for any members who may be interested.   
 
Some excellent news was received during the week – 
congratulations to Rebecca Bartlett (World Peace Fel-
low) who has been accepted into the University of North 
Carolina (UNC) undertaking their Maternal & Child 
Health Program in the School of Public Health.  The NC 
Gillings School of Global Public Health is the largest pub-
lic health school in the States and is consistently recog-
nised for its achievement of excellence.  Rebecca hopes 
to attend a meeting in March after spending the last cou-
ple of months travelling extensively. 
 
Also heard from Damien Winch who has arrived home 
after attending the National Youth Science Forum 
(NYSF).  In Damien’s words “I had an absolutely amaz-
ing time, I met some really great people and did all sorts 
of sciency stuff!” Greg has arranged for Damien to attend 
a meeting to explain all the sciency stuff he did. 
 
We will have an extra guest at our table on the Saturday 
night at the conference.  Oscar Yilditz will be presenting 
either Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning and we 
have requested to ensure he has a great time.  Oscar is 
not only the Mayor of Moreland but you’ll remember him 
for the night he spoke on the Bully Zero Australia Foun-
dation. 
 
Adrian did a great job organising the volunteers for the 
Day on Oak Street.  It appears the heat of the last few 
days and the forecast gale force winds may have result-
ed in reduced numbers compared to last year, however 
the RCOB team performed extremely well looking after 
the barbeques and  manning the jewellery and olive oil 
sales table. 
 
There is no meeting Thursday but nine members and a 
guest are attending the Youth Services Cluster meeting 
at the Buckingham on Tuesday night organised by Bent-
leigh Moorabbin Central. 
 
See you there, 
 

Robert 
 

  
  
  
  

Hocking Stuart Sandringham 
62-64 Station Street 

Note; As part of our arrangement with Hocking Stuart discounts 
on agents fees are available to RCOB members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bottle of red wine goes to President Robert  
for; 
 

"I'll see your two fingers and raise you three" 
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Day Out on Oak Street 
 

 

Last Sunday about half the club gave up a chunk of their 
day to help out at the 'Day Out on Oak Street' festival. 
The purpose of the day was to raise funds for the build-
ing of a fantastic new sports facility in the heart of Beau-
maris. Our task was to provide the logistics and manpow-
er behind the BBQs, and with the kind loan of Sandring-
ham and Chelsea RC's BBQ trailers and lots of cheffing, 
we made sure no one went hungry on the day and good 
money was raised from the sale of burgers and sausag-
es.  
 
The day was not without its logistical difficulties - high 
winds and high temperatures perhaps contributed to a 
much reduced crowd size than expected, and the loca-
tion of one of the trailers at the back of the oval, next to 
particularly obnoxiously loud music, made the job quite 
challenging. However, with RCOB spirit we raised to the 
challenge and made the most of the situation, with great 
collaboration and team work demonstrated to see us 
make it through the day.  
 
Important lessons are that the organisers were very 
grateful for our help, and blown away with our profession-
alism, and it cements a firm foundation of good relations 
with very community minded people in Beaumaris and 
helped put our name out there in front of people. As al-
ways, good lessons learnt and many thanks to all of 
those who helped out.  
 
Thanks to all who helped.  Adrian. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewellery Sales on Oak Street 
 
A special thank you to Adrian, Malcolm Sawle, Heather 
D'Arcy, Rewa Jones, Heather Chisholm and Mary Sealy 
for helping me setup, hold down the Rotary tent whilst 
the change came through, move to the quieter side of the 
oval and then move again to the busier side of the oval 
all the time trying to sell our jewellery. 
 
What a team of relocaters and sellers you all are and I 
am very grateful for the support and help I was given to-
day especially to Heather D'Arcy who stayed all day with 
me. 
 
In the end, we made $139!  Considering the heat of the 
day and the event I think we did well and learnt a lot. 
 
Thanks Adrian for organising for us to attend.  We have 
to keep trying to find venues to sell our goods so today 
was a good exercise. 
 
Thanks again 
 
Susan 
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This Week’s Speaker; Tina Dent  

Topic; Sandy Beach Community Cen-

tre 

Tina Dent who was appointed to the position of Chief 

Executive Officer of Sandybeach Centre in April 2012.  

Along with her experience in disability service manage-

ment and adult education Tina holds a Bachelor of Social 

Work and Master in Organisational Leadership from 

Monash University.  She has been Regional Manager, 

Gippsland for disability provider, Scope, since 2000,prior 

to which she worked for UnitingCare Gippsland as Man-

ager Family and Community Services.  

 

Sandybeach Centre is an independent not-for-profit com-
munity co-operative society, established in 1982 by 
Bruce and Rose Morey.  The focus has evolved over the 
years to meet changing community needs. 

As a Learn Local organisation and Community College 
they offer a diverse range of learning options and activi-
ties for all ages in our supportive and friendly environ-
ment.   They offer a range of vocational and recreational 
courses including nationally recognised training to Certifi-
cate IV level. 

Sandy Beach serves people in the Bayside, Kingston and 

Glen Eira local government areas of Melbourne, though 

the programs are not restricted to residents of those are-

as. The Centre is a registered training organisation and a 

registered occasional child care and early learning cen-

tre. They are a hub of educational and cultural activities 

in the community and their adult clients participate in a 

variety of nationally recognised training courses; learning 

computing, accounting practice or hospitality. Others at-

tend pre-accredited courses, such as learning English as 

a second language. Many enjoy a range of leisure and 

special interest groups. 

 

They also offer STEP (Sandybeach Training Education 

Pathways) for learners with a disability PLUS activities for 

older adults, particularly for those who would otherwise 

be socially isolated. 

 

The following notes are from Tina’s presentation; 

 

Ethos of the Centre – we are about people 

• We put the individual at the heart of everything we do 

• We offer personalised support for our learners and par-

ticipants 

• We help the learner articulate and achieve their voca-

tional and personal goals 

• We help our learners progress along their chosen path-

ways 

• We are an integral part of our community, and respond 

to business and community needs 

 

Who are our learners? Typically our learners are disad-

vantaged or hard-to-reach learners. 

 

 Groups at Sandybeach Centre include: 

• Students with a disability 

• Students with low levels of literacy and numeracy 

• Parents returning to the workforce after an absence 

caring for young children (Sandybeach Centre managed 

65 Return to Earning grants in 2011, and we offer dis-

counted places in our childcare centre for our students) 

• Young people disengaged from mainstream education 

(a relatively recent initiative at Sandybeach Centre, in 

response to a clearly identified need in the area for alter-

native learning options for young people) 

• Residents of public housing, people from low socio-

economic backgrounds and the long term unemployed 

(who are supported to enrol at Sandybeach Centre 

through a fees discount policy for residents of public 

housing, which is funded by Rotary and Lions Clubs, as 

well as the Sandybeach Scholarship Fund) 

President Robert presents a $5000 cheque to Tina as 
a contribution towards a new community bus. 
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• Students from Culturally & Linguistically Diverse 

(CALD) Communities backgrounds (for example, each 

ESL class is customised to the needs of the learners, 

including career guidance and settlement support activi-

ties) 

 

We know that our students can face both structural barri-

ers and personal barriers; 

E.g.; no clothes for work placement 

 

Personal barriers to learning may include bad prior expe-

riences of education, competing priorities at work or at 

home, low aspirations, low literacy and numeracy or poor 

self-esteem.  We understand that disadvantage can be 

deeply entrenched and complex.  To help overcome 

these personal barriers, we provide individual support to 

each learner in a number of ways. 

 

For example; 

• Ongoing support and mentoring 

• Smaller class sizes 

• Adult learning principles 

• Embedding generic, literacy and numeracy skills in 

course delivery 

� A large volunteer program to provide additional 

group and one-on-one support in the classroom 

(we currently have a roster of over 90 volunteers) 

�  

Our learners are encouraged and recognised for their 

achievements. Each small step helps the learner build 

confidence for the next. 

 

Eg: Kathleen applied to study at Holmesglen, but was 

told it was not suitable – i.d. completed a course here, 

won an award for her commitment to learning, then went 

on to study further 

 

We have a very successful program for students with 

disabilities, assisting them to transition into education, 

training and employment or community access and social 

inclusion. 

The emphasis in this program is on building self-esteem, 

motivation and independence. For some students the 

goal is to progress to employment, for others the goal is 

to develop life skill to assist them to live independently. 

For example, this group from our “Living in the Communi-

ty” program are travelling into the City and practicing us-

ing public transport and Melbourne’s excellent ticketing 

system. 

 

We have a wide range of partners, including government 

agencies and departments, local businesses and support 

agencies. We establish connections because of the work 

we do, but the important part is that we expand those 

connections into other areas to improve the links be-

tween learning and employment. 

 

Reviewing destinations for Certificate III students after 

they leave Sandybeach, we collated the destinations of 

graduates of our Certificate III in Aged Care and Certifi-

cate III in Childrens’ Services.  We were able to contact 

almost all of those who completed their course this year 

or last year, and found that 96% of them were either 

working or had moved on to further study like nursing. 

 

We are passionate about helping participants progress 

on their pathways. We make a difference in people’s 

lives. 

 

Sandy Beach has about 80 volunteers and as with all 

community organisations is always looking to maintain 

staff levels.  Their current needs are shown on page 6. 

 

For more details see; 

 

http://www.sandybeach.org.au/about/ 
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Sea Star 
 
Photograph 
by Peet J. van 
Eeden  
 
Looking at this 
underwater gem, 
I feel as if I could 
as easily be look-
ing at the surface 
of a volcanic 
landscape, rather 
than a sea star. 
The texture and 
colour are amaz-
ing.  


