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Next Meeting 

 

THURSDAY 30 AUGUST 

 
Fellowship Night at the Movies 

 

“HOPE SPRINGS” 

PALACE DENDY BRIGHTON CINEMA,  

26 CHURCH STREET, BRIGHTON 

PRE MOVIE DRINKS FROM 6.00 PM  

SESSION TIME 7.00 PM 

 

THURSDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 

TOPIC: OUTBOUND GSE TEAM (TBC) 

CHAIR: MARTIN FOTHERGILL 

CASH DESK: ROB F & PETER F 

PROJECTOR; MALCOLM PARKS 

HOST: LARRY JACKSON 

VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00 

 

THURSDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 

LARRY JACKSON (TBC) 

TOPIC: NEW MEMBER TALK  

CHAIR: ROGER FREWEN 

CASH DESK: ROB FENTON & PETER FLUDE 

PROJECTOR; GREG EVERY 

HOST: CHARMAINE JANSZ 

VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

 

We were privileged to have a fascinating speaker with a 
most interesting and currently controversial subject at last 
week’s meeting, which may have had something to do with the 
great turnout we had (43 attendees). 
 
Robin de Crespigny talked 
about her book, The Peo-
ple Smuggler, which gave 
us a view of the plight of 
an Iraqi refugee and his 
family from a very differ-
ent perspective.  What I 
came to realise from lis-
tening to Ali’s story was 
that we shouldn’t be quick 
to blame or judge, and 
that we should always 
keep an open mind about 
the many issues facing our 
society these days.   
 
Read more about Robin 
and The People Smuggler 
inside this In Gear. 
 
Great to see so many guests – Robin’s family (cheer squad?) 
comprising Heather, Zoe and David.  Honorary Member Brian 
Kimpton “honoured” us with his presence, along with Rod Col-
lie, Susan de Bolfo and also partners Lyn Greenall and Di 
Hone. 
 
Two special guests were Ken Dugan and his wife Joan.  Ken is 
our olive oil supplier, and he has been very generous with his 
donations of olive oil to support our water wells project in Sa-
bu.  Thank you Ken for the cheque for $1,300 presented to 
RCOB (amount raised at the Bendigo festival from the olive oil 
sales), and for your on-going support for our work on Sabu 
Island.  And your delicious olive oil is being enjoyed by many 
of our members, as well as their family and friends, through 
Kerrie’s fund raising activities. 
 
Another reminder to get your child’s gift box kit from Heather 
or Megan – an excellent way for us to help kids from poor 
families in developing countries. 
 
PP James reminded those of us going to the district conference 
next year to register soon.  The easiest way to do this is to go 
online.  You will be entitled to an “early bird” discount if you 
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register before 31st of October 2012.  Hopefully we can 
find some more accommodation for those “additional” 
members who would also like to go to the conference, but 
who were not early enough to get one of the rooms that 
James and Megan had pre-booked. 
 
There is no meeting at VGC this week, as we have a fel-
lowship film night, Hope Springs, starring Meryl Streep 
and Tommy Lee Jones.  To those of you going – enjoy! 
 
Stay safe and have a wonderful week 
 
President John 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
This project is supported by the Bayside Community Church.   
We are asking every member to take home a Christmas Shoe 
Box and fill it with gifts to the value of approx.  $25.   The box-

es will be distributed to children in developing countries.   
We’re already half way there, 25 Christmas boxes have been 
taken home, another 25 to go.   More information is available 

on the website 
  

www.samaritanspurse.org.au  
 

Please return you shoe box to Heather or Megan by 6th Sep-
tember.        

BRAGG (BEAUMARIS ROTARY AMATEUR GOLF GROUP) 
 
 PLAY AND STAY AT 

ROSEBUD COUN-
TRY CLUB  

SUNDAY 23rd AND 
MONDAY 24th SEP-

TEMBER 2012 

 

The Golf Trip includes: 9 holes on Sunday, 18 holes on Mon-
day, overnight accommodation at Fairways Resort (on site), 
Sunday BBQ lunch, dinner at the View Restaurant and prizes.   
All this fun and exercise for $130.00 per person.   Contact 
Heather Chisholm for bookings. 

OLIVE OIL DONATION 

President John, Geoff and Heather with a cheque representing 
the money raised from the sale of the olive oil donated by Ken 
and Joan Dugan (right of photo).  The money will go to devel-

oping more water wells in Sabu. 

If you want to know more about Ken and 
Joan’s marvellous Olive Oil (also available 
through the RCOB) you can visit their web-

site;   
 

www.cockatoogrove.com.au/  

  
  
  
  

Hocking Stuart Sandringham 
62-64 Station Street 

Telephone: 03 9521 9800 

TRAILER AVAILABLE TO RCOB MEM-
BERS 

A “6X4” steel box trailer is available 

to all RCOB Members for casual use.  

It has a 7 pin round plug, lights etc. .  

Please contact Geoff or Kerrie if you wish to borrow it.  No 

registration / insurance; all responsibility with the user.   

OVERSEAS MODEL 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org.au
http://www.cockatoogrove.com.au/
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This Week’s Speaker; Robin De Crespigny  

Topic; The People Smuggler 
 
Robin de Crespigny is a 
Sydney film-maker, produc-
er, director, writer and a 
former Directing Lecturer at 
the Australian Film, Televi-
sion & Radio School. 
 
After modest beginnings 
with her three sisters in the 
bush in the Western district 
of Victoria, followed by 
boarding school at the Her-
mitage in Geelong, where 
she aspired to study jour-
nalism, she graduated from 
Melbourne’s La Trobe Uni-
versity with an Arts degree 
in Literature, where she joined the protests against the 
Vietnam War before travelling extensively throughout 
Asia, Mexico and America.  
 
While living in New York Robin discovered a deep pas-
sion for film-making, and after working in almost every 
area of production, decided to move into Directing so 
returned to Melbourne and studied at Swinburne Film 
School, where she wrote and directed her first short film, 
Letting Go. 
 
Robin’s subsequent work includes the TV drama This Time 
Next Time (1990), Sanctuary (screenplay by David Wil-
liamson), and the script Intersection, which was nominated 
in the 2007 Inside Film Awards. In 2008 her short chil-
dren’s film Wee Dreaming screened nationally as part of 
Little Big Shots and around the world in other internation-
al film festivals. 
  
That same year Robin began work on a film script about 
the life of Ali Al Jenabi, an Iraqi refugee who became a 
people smuggler to get his family to safety. His legal 
battles with the Federal Government to acquire his own 
freedom had made headlines.  
 
After six months of wrestling with the epic breadth of his 
journey; with its uprisings, repressions, military conflicts 
and imprisonments, desperate escapes via mountain treks 
and ships on high seas; from Saddam Hussein’s Iraq 
across two continents and at least six countries, to his trial 
and jail in Darwin, detention in Villawood, plus his person-
al life of family, loves, and losses, she realised a book 
would serve this story better.  
 
Thus began three years of meticulous research, travel to 
Indonesia to retrace Ali’s steps, to Darwin to dig up mate-
rial from a year of legal trials, and hundreds of hours in 
conversations with Ali himself, a Muslim man who arrived 
in Australia speaking Arabic, Kurdish, Farsi and Indone-

sian, but very little English. She has born honest witness to 
a lifetime of extraordinary events while revealing the 
universal emotions and internal processes at the heart of 
the life-changing moral choices Ali made as he strived to 
save so many others.  
 
Robin lives in Sydney with her husband, composer Christo-
pher Gordon. Aside from film-making she has also 
worked as an entrepreneur touring overseas performers, 
in photography in San Francisco, on fishing boats and 
canneries in Alaska, and as the owner/manager of Syd-
ney wine bar and music joint, The Limerick Castle. 
 
Note from Editor;  While I took comprehensive notes of 
Robin’s talk I was uncertain I could do justice to the 
passion and information she bought to the subject. I 
found the following article on the ABC web publication 
The Drum by Bruce Haigh.  It captured all  the main 
facts and the spirit of Robin’s talk so I have used it to 
give people who were not present the best possible 
picture of the evening.  I have removed some com-
ments which strayed into areas of more overt political 
commentary from the author.  I have given the website 
if you wish to read the unabridged version. 
 
Bruce Haigh is a political commentator, former diplomat 
and retired people smuggler. He was in Afghanistan dur-
ing the war with the Soviet Union.  He has been involved 
with refugees since his first posting to Pakistan in 1972, 
until his last in Sri Lanka in 1994.  From 1995 to 2000 he 
was a Member of the Refugee Review Tribunal. 
 

People smuggler or the Schindler of Asia?  
Published  7 May 2012 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3994310.html  
 
 
“Ali Al Jenabi is a survivor; he is resourceful and compas-
sionate.  He takes his responsibilities to others seriously, 
particularly toward his family which is central to his exist-
ence.  
  
These responsibilities have cost him dearly.  He has lost his 
wife, child and the only woman he loved.  I have met Ali 
on several occasions, once in Villawood with my wife, and 
he is a good person. 
 
In 1991, 20-year-old Ali, his father and 18-year-old 
brother Ahmed were picked up by Saddam Hussein's se-
cret police, thrown into the notorious Abu Ghraib prison in 
Baghdad and tortured.  Put before his bleeding brother 
whose hands were nailed to a table, they said each time 
he didn't answer a question they would take another fin-
ger off.  It was then that he noticed that his brother's little 
finger had already been chopped off.  Ali was asked 
what political group he belonged to.  He said he knew 
nothing of political groups, so Saddam's thugs chopped 
another finger off the hand of his brother. 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3994310.html
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Ali never saw Ahmed again.  He and his father were 
eventually released, but his father was a broken man, so 
much so that Ali assumed responsibility for the family, his 
mother and six siblings.  His need to provide for the fami-
ly had him working long hours.  When a younger brother 
fell down a well and drowned, it was Ali who had to re-
trieve the body.  Two other brothers were detained in 
prison. 
 
Eventually it became apparent that the family would 
have to leave Iraq and it was Ali who put himself in the 
hands of people smugglers, first to get into semi autono-
mous Kurdistan, then Iran, later Turkey, in an attempt to 
get to Europe, and then Malaysia and Indonesia to try to 
get them to Australia.  Lack of money and dishonest oper-
atives in the informal transport network pushed Ali into 
the so called people smuggling business, where he man-
aged to get 10 members of his immediate family to Aus-
tralia plus another 500 persecuted and deserving souls. 
All this and a lot more is contained in a tight, powerful 
and extraordinarily well written book, The People Smug-
gler, by author and filmmaker Robin De Crespigny.  It 
might have been called 'The Enabler' or 'A Compassion-
ate Man'.  This is a book which highlights the provincial-
ism, the meanness, fear and navel gazing of the Australi-
an ruling class.  It is a book which glories in the strength, 
courage and compassion of the human spirit.  It is a book 
which says as much about Australia as it does about Iraq. 
 
Ali was eventually 'captured' by an AFP entrapment 
scheme in Thailand, in April 2002.  The AFP's Iraqi inform-
er, who was residing in Indonesia, was eventually given 
$25,000 and permanent residency in Australia.  The in-
former was involved in the departure of SIEVX, which 
again raises questions about the knowledge and involve-
ment of the AFP in the ill fated voyage of that vessel.  
We also get an insight into the murky world in which the 
AFP and people smugglers operate in Indonesia. 
 
From the time of his apprehension and detention in Aus-
tralia, Ali's story was one of unspeakable cruelty.  He was 
not physically tortured but he was psychologically and 
emotionally, all in the name of making an example of a 
people smuggler. 
 
Taken through the court system in Darwin, for a 'crime' 
that does not exist in Indonesia, where it was 'committed', 
Ali was sentenced by a sympathetic judge, which could 
have been 10 years, but when boiled down amounted to 
21 months.  The judge in his case, Justice Dean Mildren 
said, 
“As to the prospects of rehabilitation, I doubt if he will 
offend again when he is released.  I accept that he has a 
remarkably stoic and positive outlook on life and will 
probably pursue his trade as a tailor.” 
 
During the course of the trial it was determined and ac-
cepted by the prosecution that there was no such thing as 
a queue of, or for, asylum seekers. 

Upon release from prison at the end of his sentence, De-
partment of Immigration officials were waiting for him.  
One tried to get him to sign a form which would have see 
him immediately deported to Iraq.  Another official took 
him aside and explained his right to request asylum, a 
request he made.  His case was heard, but nothing was 
done for nearly a year, although under Australian law a 
decision should have been given within 90 days.  The 
matter was brought before the Federal Court.  A judge 
ordered the Department of Immigration to hand over rel-
evant documents, amongst which was a recommendation, 
by the case officer Kate Watson, that Ali be granted ref-
ugee status.  The Department, presumably at Government 
direction, sought to pervert the course of justice with re-
spect to Ali's legitimate claim.  They also made life hell 
for Kate Watson.  Nice people. 
 
The matter went to the then minister for immigration, Chris 
Evans, for a decision.  Instead of issuing a permanent visa, 
he issued a Removal Pending Bridging Visa.  Later the 
new Minister for Immigration, Chris Bowen, endorsed this 
decision, which is still in force.  It meant that he could not 
be joined by his Indonesian wife and child, who had since 
divorced him.  Subsequent to that he could not be joined 
by a childhood sweetheart from Iraq, who, in the absence 
of his being able to travel to see her, was pushed into a 
loveless marriage by her family.  It has also meant that 
Ali couldn't work. 
 
Weak people make tough decisions, usually to protect 
themselves.  Without fear of contradiction, none of the 
current political leadership has ever been faced with, or 
been in a position where terrified and pleading individu-
als sought assistance, protection and succour.  They have 
never seen people released from prison beaten black 
and blue and reeking of fear.  Yet they act as if they 
have.  They crave respect; an impossibility, except from 
sycophants and rent seekers. 
 
The threat to Australia is not from terrorism, but from the 
fear of it.  An irrational fear, which has led to the demon-
isation of so called people smugglers and boat people.  
On this issue both sides of politics play to the lowest com-
mon political denominator.  Why? Is it xenophobia, racism 
or both? The number of people coming by boat is insignif-
icant; they do not have the money to come by plane and 
as De Crespigny's book shows, the majority have made 
exemplary citizens, in most cases better than their irra-
tional critics. 
 
Some people smugglers, like some politicians, are bad 
and some are good.  They exist because of need.  The 
source of the problem lies in the home countries of refu-
gees.  People do not leave home on a whim; they do not 
put themselves in danger for a better job.  Ali will get 
there sooner than later with friends like Robin De 
Crespigny and the thousands of others who will now join 
with him as a result of the book, the likes of which I have 
not read for a long time.” 
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Gags of the Week 
Topic; Edinburgh Fringe; Best One Liners 
 
These are the Edingurgh Fringe Festival Dave 
Comedy Award top ten “one liners” for the last 
three years. 
 

2012 
1. Stewart Francis - "You know who really gives kids 

a bad name? Posh and Becks." 
 
2. Tim Vine - "Last night me and my girlfriend 

watched three DVDs back to back.  Luckily I was 
the one facing the telly.  " 

 
3. Will Marsh - "I was raised as an only child, which 

really annoyed my sister."  
 
4. Rob Beckett - "You know you're working class when 

your TV is bigger than your book case."  
 
5. Chris Turner - "I'm good friends with 25 letters of 

the alphabet… I don't know why."  
 
6. Tim Vine - "I took part in the sun tanning Olympics - 

I just got Bronze." 
 
7. George Ryegold - "Pornography is often frowned 

upon, but that's only because I'm concentrating." 
 
8. Stewart Francis - "I saw a documentary on how 

ships are kept together.  Riveting!" 
 
9. Lou Sanders - "I waited an hour for my starter so I 

complained: 'It's not rocket salad." 
 
 
10. Nish Kumar - "My mum's so pessimistic, that if there 

was an Olympics for pessimism… she wouldn't fan-
cy her chances." 

 

2011 
  
 
1. Nick Helm: “I needed a password eight characters 

long so I picked Snow White and the Seven Dwa-
rves.” 

 
2. Tim Vine: “Crime in multi-storey car parks. That is 

wrong on so many different levels.” 
 
3. Hannibal Buress: “People say ‘I’m taking it one 
 day at a time’. You know what? So is everybody. 
 That’s how time works.” 
 
4. Tim Key: “Drive-Thru McDonalds was more ex
 pensive than I thought… once you’ve hired the 
 car…” 
 

5. Matt Kirshen: “I was playing chess with my friend 
 and he said, ‘Let’s make this interesting’. So we 
 stopped playing chess.” 
 
6. Sarah Millican: “My mother told me, you don’t have to 
 put anything in your mouth you don’t want to. Then she 
 made me eat broccoli, which felt like double stand
 ards. 
 
7. Alan Sharp: “I was in a band which we called The 
 Prevention, because we hoped people would say 
 we were better than The Cure.” 
 
8. Mark Watson: “Someone asked me recently – what 
 would I rather give up, food or sex. Neither! I’m not 
 falling for that one again, wife.” 
 
9. Andrew Lawrence: “I admire these phone hackers. I 
 think they have a lot of patience. I can’t  even be 
 bothered to check my OWN voicemails.” 
 
10.  DeAnne Smith: “My friend died doing what he 
 loved … Heroin.” 
 

2010 
  
1.  Tim Vine “I’ve just been on a once-in-a-lifetime holiday. 

I’ll tell you what, never again.” 

2. David Gibson “I’m currently dating a couple of anorex-

ics. Two birds, one stone.” 

3. Emo Philips “I picked up a hitch hiker. You’ve got to 

when you hit them.” 

4. Jack Whitehall “I bought one of those anti-bullying 
wristbands when they first came out. I say ‘bought’, I 

actually stole it off a short, fat ginger kid.” 

5.  Gary Delaney “As a kid I was made to walk the plank. 

We couldn’t afford a dog.” 

6. John Bishop “Being an England supporter is like being 

the over-optimistic parents of the fat kid on sports day.” 

7. Bo Burnham “What do you call a kid with no arms and 

an eyepatch? Names.” 

8. Gary Delaney “Dave drowned. So at the funeral we 
got him a wreath in the shape of a lifebelt. Well, it’s 

what he would have wanted.” 

9. Robert White “For Vanessa Feltz, life is like a box of 

chocolates: Empty.” 

10. Gareth Richards “Wooden spoons are great. You can 
either use them to prepare food. Or, if you can’t be 
bothered with that, just write a number on one and walk 

into a pub… 
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 BEAUMARIS ROTARY 2012-13 CLUB STRUCTURE  

    

 BOARD  CLUB SERVICE 

President John Manks Director  Bob McArthur 

PE, VP, Exec Sec  Bob McArthur Auditor Tony Phillips 

Secretary Roy Seager Program David Hone 

Treasurer Richard Shermon Meeting Attendance  Greg Every  

Foundation Richard Jones Newsletter Editor David Lea 

International Fred Hofmann Fellowship Heather Chisholm 

New Generations Rob Fenton Sergeant Tony Phillips( David R.standby) 

Membership and Marketing Trish Smyth Webmaster David Lea 

Community Adrian Culshaw Photographer  Greg Every 

Fundraising Harry Roberts Almoner Harry Wolfe 

PP and On to Conference James Glenwright Host(s)/Cashiers Roster  

ARH representative John Beaty (non board) Youth Protection Officer Malcolm Parks 

  Vocation Coordinate with program 

TEAM MEMBERS    

International Community New Generations Fundraising 

David Langworthy Malcolm Sawle Chris Martin Geoff Abbott 

Geoff Stockdale David Greenall Glenda Laughton Kerrie Geard 

Ross Phillips Martin Fothergill Heather Chisholm Charmaine Jansz 

Tony McKenna Greg Every John Beaty 

Roy Seager/James G. (Golf park-

ing) 

Zillay Batool Mary Sealy  John Van Dyk 

Larry Jackson Mike Hede  Geoff Stringer 

Ken Mirams Geoff Stringer  Greg Every 

 Mal Parks  Vratka Pokorna 

 Ken Mirams   

  Membership and Marketing Golf Day 

  Peter Flude (Marketing) Jim O'Brien 

 Police car project Antony Nixon Peter Flude 

 Roger Frewen  Tony Phillips 

   Rob Fenton (Banker) 

Ice Cave, Slovenia 
 
Photograph by Peter 
Gedei 
 
Ice caves are melting; 
that's a fact. In an ice 
cave on the mountain 
of Stojna near 
Koƒcevje, Slovenia, 
the situation has been 
very dramatic for 
years.  
 
Since 1991 almost 
four meters of ice have 
disappeared in the 
entrance chamber, but 
at the bottom of the 
cave emerges a new 
one.  

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
  


