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Next Meeting

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
You know the year is winding down when the President
runs out of things to say!

THURSDAY 7 JUNE
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
DENDY BRIGHTON CINEMA
26 CHURCH STREET
6.00 PM
“WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE EXPECTING”, OR
“GET THE GRINGO”

I really enjoyed
Vratka’s “behind
the badge” talk.
As she said, talking about yourself
is much harder
than talking about
a passion, cause
or interest, but these talks help us all
to know each other better.

THURSDAY 14 JUNE
GEOFF STRINGER
TOPIC: NEW MEMBER TALK
CHAIR: RICHARD SHERMON
CASH DESK: ROY S & MARY S
PROJECTOR; MALCOLM SAWLE
HOST: JULIE YOUNG
VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00

Great to see Jim O’Brien sans crutches already, although
our Club knee, hip and shoulder Specialist Peter Hannon
tells me he is a bit concerned Jim is recovering too quickly! Don’t overdo it Jim. Jean Stringer is also recovering
well from her op, much to Geoff’s relief. We wish her all
the best.

THURSDAY 21 JUNE
SIMON COOPER
TOPIC: ON BEING THE CROWN PROSECUTOR
CHAIR: GEOFF STRINGER
CASH DESK: ROY S & MARY S
PROJECTOR; ROSS PHILLIPS
HOST: DAVID HONE
VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00

A reminder that the District Changeover Dinner is on Saturday 30 June and we are putting a table together.
John Manks is the man if you would like to attend.
Greg has emailed everyone about our own changeover
night on 28 June at VGC. Make sure you get back to
him asap with your intentions.
Tony Phillips is finalising names and numbers for the Movie night this Thursday, in lieu of our usual meeting. It
should be a fun night, with profits going to a good cause.
We will be back at Victoria Golf Club the following
week 14 June.
Have a great week. See you Thursday.
President James
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE; 17 JUNE
Our final fundraising event for this year is a Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings, Nepean Highway, Mentone
on SUNDAY 17th JUNE 2012
Please check the calendar for your availability to
help on this day. There are three shifts, each 3
hours. Four to 5 people are required each shift.
First shift 8am – 11am, Second shift 11am – 2 pm
Third shift – 2 pm – 5 pm. A total of 12 – 15 volunteers are required.
Our usual profit from this day is about $ 1,500 by
just donating our time. It is usually a day of good
fellowship and fun, weather permitting.

Hocking Stuart Sandringham
62-64 Station Street
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This Week’s Speaker; Vratka Pokorna
Topic; The Person Behind the Badge
Vratka Pokorna in her own words;
“Vratka was born many years ago in a small town
Velke Mezirici in South Moravia the Czech Republic
Born in January she was delivered to this castle
which was then covered with a lot of snow and it was
-20 degrees C outside. Later on she thought that she
was a tough winter girl until she came to Australia
what made her realize about relativity of life.
She was born to
parents Maria and
Zdislav Pokorny –
mother worked a
primary school
teacher later principal of school and
my perfectionist
father a technician/
inventor and very
creative as well.
Soon after her parents decided that she was too
alone and she was delighted with 2 sisters, Martina
( A VET) & Petra ( A TEACHER).
I went to school in
small little town
Krizanov in south
Moravia where
my parents also
lived, That is
where I spent most
of my childhood –
with my fantastic,
loving grandparents – Dobra Voda in countryside
and we, children were free as birds.
I was rather a shy girl but since grade 1 I had a
passion for poetry and was representing school in
(reciting) poetry competitions. Because I won many
times and was rewarded by principal at school for
maintaining school’s good name & I thought that my
life was on the stage and I wanted to become an
actress.
And then I did get my big role..
My parents moved to a bigger town Velka Bites and
I become a part of the amateur group and I was
given the role as Ms. Crying in the play – and we

performed for the whole town. But... Since then everyone called me Ms. Crying..but I thought I am I and
not her and I realized interesting things about human
being and maybe did not want to be an actress any
more.
So I became a kindergarten teacher instead. But
passion for the theatre made me to go to experience
theatre plays at least three times a week. I realized
that to play well so many roles on the stage called
“life” is challenging enough.
I enjoyed working with children however I was not
willing to apply a socialist/communist ideology on
kids as I thought that children were just children nothing to do with the system or politics and so.
I ended up working in the office for a big company
(later ABB). I decided that I want to do more study –
supported by company I could have chosen between
University of Economics and the Law.
I have chosen Uni of Economics in Prague because
under previous system nobody was allowed to travel
freely and it would give me opportunity to travel
abroad and travelling was a big desire of mine....
But there was a slight problem let’s call it a challenge rather.
I needed to pass the uni entrance compulsory exam
from several subjects and one of them was high
mathematics. Not much of mathematics when studying as kindergarten teacher.
My very interesting teacher- mathematician at high
school implemented into me an idea that I was not
that very good at it and did not get a word of a shy
girl in oral examination.
I found someone who was good at it! .. A tutor
An old lady who was smoking as a chimney and who
made her small groups of student working very hard
until our brains were burning. Covered in a cigarette
smoke I learnt 4 years of high mathematics in 4
months! And I passed with grade A and was accepted to uni and I realized
If you really, really wants something you can do it no
matter what...
Sometimes not to believe what other people say
(even teachers)
Always , always , always have to believe in my
ability to achieve ..
Working full time and studying managed to get
through 4 years course in 5 years – graduated
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1993.
Worked in different areas marketing department,
assets area – ABB. In Casino, German company Copia. Was offered a job in the Business bank as a
manager for foreign clientele.
But..I met Peter Krhut. Former Uni teacher – emigrant to Australia, Master degree in Psychology and
Education and doctorate in Philosophy, Adventurist
Adventure/travelling my passion (came from trip
from Europe myself)
And I admired him on the spot – for his adventure
soul and the “smart” way he was opposing the previous system and his enormous knowledge.
And we married soon after, 6 month later 1994 I
afternoon staff. Offered full time position but I went
landed on Australian ground in Melbourne. “SHOCK” to study
was I dreaming a bad dream?
Oriental medicine/massage – interest. For a year –
Unemployment in Australia 10+ percent. Very basic Melbourne College of Natural Medicine. Was not to
English – to NIL. First job second week after my arri- sure what I can do here. Was advised that I cannot
val in Bakery – required to get up at 2 AM. And I
work in the field of my degree. I like study but more
wanted to run back home, but I did not. Wiped off
for my own benefit.
tears. After work in bakery – studied English.
So I finished. Back to TNT. But was already holding
Scootered to school ( no money for 2nd car)
on more confidence & English by then & applied for
Four months later I was going to my first interview
a job at Monash University. Since 2000 working in
and I did get job in the office – at TNT. Supervised Corporate Finance Division as Assets officer/
supervisor.
Travelling/experiencing different life style my passion. Travelling opens one’s eyes. Staying with local
people to learn about their the way they live day to
day life (experience Tonga – do not need to have
too much to be happy)
Climbing Himalayas ( philosophical discussions – Petr
doctorate in Philosophy & Etienne)
Shocking experience in India. Children taken to
prostitution /dismantle body for begging.
I discovered humanist within myself. Doing not talking is the way.
Project Scootering the Nation for the Next Generation – raising money for disadvantaged children
I also started Studying Psychology and Creative
writing gathered a lot of ideas while scootering
which planted the seed for my next project
But

This story is for another Winter night

Thank you for your attention & Good Night”
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Gags of the Week
Here are some funny sayings, witty one liners and thought
provoking oxymorons that make you think.

could get worse.
If it involves me, I want nothing to do with it.
I absolutely refuse to be assertive.

The future isn’t what it used to be.

A little pain never hurt anyone.

This man’s work cannot be underrated.

Why should I consider your questions, when you don’t even
know the answers?

Way down deep he’s shallow.
Before they made him they broke the mould.
Anyone who goes to a psychoanalyst should have his head examined.
—Samuel Goldwyn
I feel a lot more like I do now than I did when I came in.
UFO’s show than our worst fears were groundless.
He’s a unique type.
You have one choice.
Acupuncture is pointless.

The last time I took advice, it only worked because I changed it.
How do you expect me to ignore you when you’re never
around?
Please – I can only ignore one thing at a time.
At the last technical meeting I attended, so much went on that I
was underwhelmed.
This book fills a much-needed gap.
People who like this sort of thing will find it just the sort of thing
they like.
—Abraham Lincoln

It’s 90% too late.

I can’t stand people who look down on people who look down
on people.

It’s probably a lot worse than it is.

If he were alive today, he’d turn over in his grave.

The Avant-Garde is Passe.

Our advance is so rapid that we are falling farther and farther
behind.

While these results may seem rather trivial, their importance
cannot be underestimated.
There’s more to photography that meets the eye.
If you think about it long enough, you’ll see that it’s obvious.
Anyone who always tells the truth is a big liar.
The main trouble with impossibility is that it is never total.
If there’s anything I can’t stand, it’s intolerance.

Whenever I look for something, it’s always in the last place I
look.
We have worked ourselves into a frenzy of lethargy.
If God intended man to understand the human mind, he wouldn’t have given him one!
If I had known how successful I was going to be, I wouldn’t have
worked so hard when I was young!

I am going to be healthy if it kills me.

I gave you an unlimited budget, and you have already exceeded it!

The only attitude I trust is skepticism.

This presents us with an insurmountable opportunity.

Our lack of cooperation is mutual.

I won’t hesitate for a moment to avoid answering!

I’d give my right arm to be ambidextrous.

I have something to say, but I don’t know what.

Life should have a purpose, however meaningless.

You don’t stand alone. I also stand alone!
I’m an atheist, thank God.

If everything goes perfectly, something’s wrong.
There’s nothing new in originality.
Down with propaganda!

I swear to make no promises I cannot keep.
The time has come to rise above principles.

Thinking is the last thing on my mind!
I have become more optimistic and now believe that things
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District Conference 2013 Wangaratta
Friday 15 to Sunday 17 March

for the non-golfers to occupy the day, and a night
time event for that night.

Theme; “A Touch of Green”

Conference starts after lunch on Friday for those
coming up that day, and finishes after lunch on Sun-

This week we visited the city of Wangaratta, the
conference site for next year. It is approximately
270 Kilometres and took us 3 hours from Black Rock
and the same time home.
The venue we are booked in for the conference, is
Hermitage Motor Inn, 7 Cusack Street, Wangaratta
3677. (Corner Mackay &Cusack)

Prospective venue for Club Conference Dinner (on
the top balcony)
day. Further details will be advised as the program
becomes available.

Email info@hermitagemotorinn.com.au
Web www.hermitagemotorinn.com.au
It is a nice quiet motel in a side street and its owners
are Jenny and Graeme Bannam who will be happy
to take your booking. There are 18 Double rooms;
nine upstairs and nine downstairs, allowing us 36
members accommodation. Queen rooms are $135
per night. Minimum booking is two nights (Friday
and Saturday).

We are only 15 kilometres from Milawa and Oxley,
home to Brown Bros and Sam Miranda Wineries, Milawa Cheese Factory/ bakery/ restaurant, Milawa
Mustards and Milawa Olive shop. There is also an
Apiary producing quality honey in the same area.
Beechworth is 35 kilometres away, however if there
was enough interest, perhaps we could get a small
bus or maxicab, price permitting.
James and Megan
On to Conference organisers

This does not include breakfast however in room
breakfast is available if ordered. The room includes
toaster and electric jug, basic glassware, cutlery and
crockery, but not a cereal bowl.
You will need to contact Jenny or Graeme Bannam
on 03 5721 7444 and pay a deposit equal to one
night to secure your room.
There are already rooms booked and they will only
hold the rooms until September 2012. After that,
accommodation will be scarce as the town seems
pretty well booked.
The motel is only a 4/5 minute walk from the
Wangaratta conference centre. The main street and
shops are a 5 minute walk away.
For the golfers in the group, Thursday is golf day
and I am hoping to arrange some sort of tour/event
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BEAUMARIS ROTARY

2011-12 CLUB STRUCTURE

BOARD
James Glenwright
John Manks
Roy Seager
Richard Shermon
Richard Jones

Director
Auditor
Program
Meeting Attendance
Newsletter Editor

CLUB SERVICE
John Manks
Tony Phillips
David Hone
Greg Every
David Lea

Fred Hofmann
Chris Martin
Heather Chisholm (non-Board)
Bob McArthur
Megan Glenwright
David Greenall
Peter Flude (non-Board)

Fellowship
Sergeant
Webmaster
Photographer
Almoner
Host(s)/Cashiers
Youth Protection Officer

Tony Phillips
Kerrie Geard
David Lea
John Beaty/ Greg Every
Charmaine Jansz
Roster
Malcolm Parks

TEAM MEMBERS
International
Ken Mirams
David Langworthy
Geoff Stockdale
Ross Phillips
John Manks
Tony McKenna

Community
Malcolm Sawle
Brian Kimpton
David Greenall
Adrian Culshaw
Greg Every
Mary Sealy

New Generations
Chris Martin
Rob Fenton
Heather Chisholm
John Beaty
David Rushworth
Harry Wolfe

Fundraising
Geoff Abbott
Kerrie Geard
Charmaine Jansz
Mike Hede
Roy Seager
Mal Parks

Vratka Pokorna
Zillay Batool
Golf Day
Jim O'Brien
Roger Frewen
Tony Phillips

Julie Young
Harry Roberts
Trish Smyth
Geoff Stringer
Martin Fothergill
Larry Jackson

Peter Flude
Julie Young
Glenda Laughton

Antony Nixon
John Van Dyk

President
PE, VP, Exec Sec
Secretary
Treasurer
.”Foundation and Membership
International
New Generations
Vocation
Community
Fundraising
On to Conference
Marketing & PR

Western Cwm, Mount Everest
Photograph by Cory Richards, National
Geographic
At dawn, a sliver of moon shines
above the Western Cwm.
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