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Next Meeting

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
MYSTERY CONTEST; GUESS WHO THESE MEM-

THURSDAY 26 APRIL
ROGER FREWEN
TOPIC: NEW MEMBERS TALK
CHAIR: TONY PHILLIPS
CASH DESK: DAVID L & VRATKA P
PROJECTOR; BRIAN KIMPTON
HOST: DAVID LANGWORTHY
VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00

THURSDAY 3 MAY
DAVID LEA
TOPIC: RCOB WEBSITE 101+
CHAIR: HARRY ROBERTS
CASH DESK: DAVID R & MALCOLM S
PROJECTOR; DAVID LEA
HOST: TONY PHILLIPS
VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00

BERS OF THE RCOB CONFERENCE COVERN
ARE AND WIN A PRIZE (NON ATTENDEES ONLY)
Thursday Night’s “Not the Annual Conference Club Dinner”
was well attended, with some 46 Members, Partners and
Guests enjoying fellowship and an entertaining talk from Bryan Keon-Cohen on Native Title and the Mabo cases. It was,
for me at least, a lesson in Australia’s history, that took place
in our own time. Our thanks to Bryan, and to David Hone, our
Program Director, who has done a sterling job this year in ensuring all our speakers are of the highest quality, and entertaining. Well done David.
Regular attendees would have noticed that our speaker gift
was somewhat upmarket from the regular calculator, thanks to
PE John Manks who has sourced a variety of gifts to replace
our (thankfully) dwindling supplies. However we still have a
few calculators left, which we would be happy to provide as
memento’s to any Members who would like one, for a small
donation to the Project fund. Be quick, as they will go fast!!
It was great to have Judith Hyde from Brighton North and Rod
and Lee Collie from Mordialloc Clubs as visitors. We also
welcomed for the first time Stephen Hoey, a Beaumaris resident and keen golfer, and Theresa Sanders from South Carolina, currently living and working here, at least until her Visa
expires. We hope to see more of you both. Rob Humphrey,
who has been to two previous meetings, was a late apology,
but I’m sure we will be seeing her again soon.

THURSDAY 10 MAY
PETER MURIE AND REBECCA MILLER,
TOPIC: CLUB MEETING, FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
CHAIR: TRISH SMYTH
CASH DESK: DAVID R & MALCOLM S
PROJECTOR; ADRIAN CULSHAW
HOST: ANTHONY NIXON
VICTORIA GOLF CLUB 6.30 FOR 7.00
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The Conference
With 19 attendees, Beaumaris was just outnumbered for
most attendees by Chelsea. Around 400 delegates enjoyed two sunny Autumn days in beautiful Melbourne and
stunning Docklands. The conference venue was excellent,
with delegates seated at round tables, wonderful food
and service-brought to the tables, so no queues.
The breaks gave us an opportunity to wander about and
see the development and growth of the whole Docklands
area, which was quite beautiful with sun, boats, high rise
apartments and buildings, restaurants and masses of Collingwood football fans heading to Etihad.
Megan and I enjoyed the company of Hampton and Sandringham Rotary Clubs at Man Mo restaurant in Docklands on Friday night. Our thanks to everyone from both
Clubs.
Without meaning to be too gushy, I have to compliment
DG Juliet, Organiser Kevin Harrison and his team
(including our own Tony McKenna) and the staff at The
Atlantic Group who hosted us. The conference was run
exceptionally well, the speakers were interesting, informative and entertaining, and the mix of Rotary and
non-Rotary was just right.
There were too many highlights to list them all. However
a couple of important ones for our Club:
• We won second prize for the best costume at the Gala Dinner, and were still able to do justice to the magnificent room at the National Gallery. We were able to
glam up in our best dinner attire, and then donned our
witches/warlocks garb to meet the criteria of “into the
woods”. Overall cost $9.00 per person compared to the
hired outfits of the winners.
• “Our” Caitie Cavanagh was one of the Youth Exchange speakers, and gave us an insight into her strength
of character and resolve. She told us about the difficulties of being allowed to stay in Japan following the
Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Scare, saying that she
was not prepared to leave her Japanese families when
they were unable to leave, and threatened to burn her
passport if they/we tried to bring her home. Heather
Chisholm arranged for Caitie’s Mum and Dad to be at
conference to hear Caitie speak, and also to see her win
the award for Youth Exchange Student of the Year. Congratulations Caitie.
• Heather (no is not in her vocabulary) actually finished
up being super-mom to three YE students, including sharing her room with them and keeping an eye out for their
well-being. Well done (again) Heather.
• There were simply too many great speakers and sub-

jects for me to review them all here. You will have to
speak to your fellow Rotarians who attended.
• Check out the photos in this issue to see all the fun,
and the venues.
• Next year we are going to Wangaratta, for the 15th
-17th March 2013, and the conference is at the Performing Arts Centre. We have tentatively secured all the accommodation at the Hermitage, which has 18 rooms, is
the second largest in Wangaratta, and is 3.5 stars. Despite some prior scuttlebutt on the venue, we were unable
to get access to The Gateway, as all 76 rooms were already booked days prior to the venue announcement.
Please enjoy the photo’s elsewhere in the bulletin, which
should give you some idea of the fun and enjoyment of
the conference.
Other
Don’t forget to mark your diaries for Sunday 27th May
next, which is District Assembly day. It is being held at
Hemisphere in South Rd Moorabbin and is a half-day for
most.
For our newer Members, District Assembly is a day organised by our District Governor and his/her team, to
introduce the incoming District Governor and his/her
team, advise all Club Directors/Team Leaders about important aspects of their portfolio’s for the year ahead,
provide information and handouts to assist prepare programs, budgets and business plans, and also conduct
break-out meetings so Team Leaders can get to know
their counterparts in other Clubs, find out their plans, and
identify opportunities to work together. It is also a
worthwhile day for anyone in a team, which means everyone, to get to know a bit more about where our District
will be headed in the year ahead. It is even more valuable if you have been unable to attend the District Conference.
Our next meeting is Thursday 26 April at VGC, from
6.30pm for 7.00pm, when we will enjoy a Member’s talk
from the usually reticent Roger Frewin. Don’t forget to
bring your Irish-Australian translation dictionary.
Have a great week. See you Thursday.
President James

Hocking Stuart Sandringham
62-64 Station Street
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CONFERENCE IN PICTURES

Clockwise this page; James, Megan, Charmaine, Roy, Pat and Caitie
Next Page; The whole gang
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MEMBERS TRANSFORM INTO A A WITCHES COVERN TO ENJOY THE CONFERENCE DINNER THEME OF “INTO THE
WOODS”
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This Week’s Speaker; Bryan Keon-Cohen
Topic; Mabo in the Courts

Eddie Mabo: 1936 – January 1992

Highlights of his talk include;


There is a window of time within which the legal
rights of indigenous inhabitants must be recognised before they are lost forever. In Australia
that window had nearly closed by the time the
Mabo case began.



In contrast equivalent US law was passed in the
early 19th Century and the New Zealand Treaty
of Waitangi was signed in 1840.



Eddie Mabo was a controversial figure even
amongst his own people. Highly intelligent and
articulate he was an agitator and, paradoxically,
if he had been the only plaintiff, the case would
have been lost. Even some of the islanders argued against his claims. Tragically he died before the final decision was handed down.



Th 1992 decision only granted title over the land.
It took until 2001 for the Meriam people to gain
title over the sea and until 2011 before their
further claims where successful.



As time passes it becomes increasingly difficult to
sustain claims for native title as the impact of
technology weakens traditional links. The remoteness of the Murray Islands was a key part of
the ability to establish native title. In contrast no
claim in Victoria has been successful.

Bryan is a QC who practises principally in the areas of
native title, human rights and civil liberties.
He has appeared in major Constitutional High Court
cases including the Dams Case, Chan (re refugee status)
Mabo No. 1 and No. 2, and Wik. He appears in the
Federal Court and is currently acting in several native
title claims.
Bryan has published and spoken extensively on native
title issues, and conducted research tours in North America, Africa and Brazil. In 1999, as an Adjunct Professor,
he taught a Master of Laws seminar in ''Land Rights and
Native Title'' at Monash University.
Over the past 15 years he has been a committee member, including Secretary of the Victorian Council for Civil
Liberties (now Liberty Victoria). He has acted in numerous cases for parties alleging breaches of human rights
and civil liberties, including currently the so-called "stolen
generation".
On 26 January 2012, Bryan was awarded a Member in
the General Division of the Order of Australia (AM) for
his service to the law, and to the legal profession,
through the advancement of social justice and the protection of human rights, particularly in the areas of environmental and Indigenous law reform.
Brian served as Junior Counsel to Ron Castan in supporting Eddie Marbo and other Meriam people in there
claim against the Queensland and Commonwealth governments for title over the land and seas of the Murray
Islands. The case ran from 1987 to 1992.

Aerial View: three islands,
reefs, fishtraps & seas

Brian was able to provide deep insights into both the
legal complexities of the case and the personalities of
the proponents. It is impossible to capture the wealth of
both detail and nuance that was imparted during the
evening. For those who wish to obtain more in depth
knowledge I have attached an order form for Brian's
book MABO IN THE COURTS ISLANDER TRADITION TO
NATIVE TITLE: A MEMOIR which will be back in print later this
year.
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Mabo’s evidence: a boundary marker


Despite there remoteness from mainland Australia
the Murray Islanders are astonishingly patriotic
and served with distinction during WWII in forward observation roles.

Lest we forget: Anzac Park,
Murray Island

Rock fish Traps around Mer



Although the Governments argued strongly that
Christianity had obliterated locally religious custom it is clear that the islanders had merged the
new religion into their own long held religious
beliefs ( Marlo, the eight arm traditional octopus
god, forming the basis for their clan structure (see
1878 map)).

Shuttle Bus on Mer: The Court arrives
Map - 1878

Qld Supreme Court in session: Mer
hearings
Traditional use: gardening on Mer
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Mabo
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Mabo in the Courts
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BEAUMARIS ROTARY

2011-12 CLUB STRUCTURE

BOARD
James Glenwright
John Manks
Roy Seager
Richard Shermon
Richard Jones

Director
Auditor
Program
Meeting Attendance
Newsletter Editor

CLUB SERVICE
John Manks
Tony Phillips
David Hone
Greg Every
David Lea

Fred Hofmann
Chris Martin
Heather Chisholm (non-Board)
Bob McArthur
Megan Glenwright
David Greenall
Peter Flude (non-Board)

Fellowship
Sergeant
Webmaster
Photographer
Almoner
Host(s)/Cashiers
Youth Protection Officer

Tony Phillips
Kerrie Geard
David Lea
John Beaty/ Greg Every
Charmaine Jansz
Roster
Malcolm Parks

TEAM MEMBERS
International
Ken Mirams
David Langworthy
Geoff Stockdale
Ross Phillips
John Manks
Tony McKenna

Community
Malcolm Sawle
Brian Kimpton
David Greenall
Adrian Culshaw
Greg Every
Mary Sealy

New Generations
Chris Martin
Rob Fenton
Heather Chisholm
John Beaty
David Rushworth
Harry Wolfe

Fundraising
Geoff Abbott
Kerrie Geard
Charmaine Jansz
Mike Hede
Roy Seager
Mal Parks

Vratka Pokorna
Zillay Batool
Golf Day
Jim O'Brien
Roger Frewen
Tony Phillips

Julie Young
Harry Roberts
Trish Smyth
Geoff Stringer
Martin Fothergill
Larry Jackson

Peter Flude
Julie Young
Glenda Laughton

Antony Nixon
John Van Dyk

President
PE, VP, Exec Sec
Secretary
Treasurer
.”Foundation and Membership
International
New Generations
Vocation
Community
Fundraising
On to Conference
Marketing & PR

North Face, K2
Photograph by Tommy Heinrich, National Geographic
A full moon illuminates the north face
of K2.
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